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My, Duffell will not find any provisions simi-
lar to this in the Criminal Code, which would
be the right place for the insertion of sueh
a provision.

Hon, J. W. HICKEY: Buat for the re-
marks of Dr. Saw 1 would have voted for the
elause, but I can see it opens up & guestion
which  may have farreaching effects. Al-
though such a provision may be very neces-
sary, the proper place for it is apparently in
the Pharmacy and Poisons Act.

Clause put and negatived.

“Clause 26—Injuring trespassing animals:

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The object sought
by this clause is apparently defeated by its
very wording. Whilst it provides that if an
animal is injured and escapes to an adjoin-
ing property the person who injured the ani-
mal eball report to the owner, if the animal
escapes to o property which is not adjoining,

or into the street, there is no ocgasion for the -

person to report. .

Hon, J. Duffell: Certainly there is,

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I am not quite
clenr as to whether the word ‘‘adjoining’’
includea property which does not adjoin.

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: I suggest that the
clange should be amended. If we provide
that the report ghall be to the nearest justice
of the peace or to an inspector of nuisances,
it may be possible to get a workable clause.
As the clause stands it suggests something
which will be unworkable,

Hon: J. DUFFELL: If a dog attacked
sheep depasturing in a paddoeck, no owner of
the sheep would allow that dog to escape on
to an adjoining property. The owner would
make short shrift of the dog, Thers have
been cases where dogs have been shot and
have then got through the fewmee on to the
roadway where a dog may not be shot. There
is really nothing in the clavse which should
exercise the minds of hon. members.

(lause put and passed.
Clauses 27, 28—agreed to.
Clause 29— Interpretation:

On motion by Honorary Minister, para-
graph (d) was amended by inserting
“Teattle’’ before *‘‘bull’’ to provide that
‘‘cattle’’ should eover ‘‘bull, cow, bullock,
ete.”’ ST

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
make the ‘suggestion that the hon. member
shonld now report progress on this clause.
There is no doubt that it is a new departure
to put the interpretation clause at the end of
the Bill instead of at the beginning. It may
or may not be good procedure, but it is de-
sirable to stick to the practice of, defining in
the interpretation clause the expressions that
are nsed in the Bill. We find, for instance,
in the interpretation clause that ‘*goat’’ in-
¢lodes any kid. but I do not know that the
word ‘‘goat’’ appears in any part of the
Bill exeept in the interpretation clause. If
a partieilar word does not- appear in any
portion of the Bill, there is no need to refer
to it «in the interpretation elause, -
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Hon. J. J, HOLMES: The word ‘‘sheep’’
includes jamhb, ewe or ram, It is wethera that
are to a great extent killed and the word
“‘wathers’’ does not appear in the Bill. I
agree with the Minister that it is desirable
that progress should be reported at this
stage. ) s

]:%on. A. SANDERSON : I suggest that
my ecolleapue should meet the wighes of the
Minister, especially as very good progress has
been made with the Bill,

Hon. J, Duffell: 1 will agree to report
progress at this stage.

Progress reported.
House adjourned ot 10 pom,
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The SBPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers.

QUESTION—BREAD BONTS,
Mr, THOMSON asked the Premier: 1,

“Has his attention been drawn to the state-

ment made by the Premier of South Aus-
tralia (Mr. Barwell) in the House of As-
sembly regarding the price of bread and. the
payment of world’s parity price to the farm-
ers for their wheatf 2, If so, will he take
action to assist Mr. Barwell in the convening
of a conference of Premiers to formulate a
scheme for the payment of a bonus to limit
the price of bread to the consumers and pro-
vide that the farmera will receive the full
market price for thejr produce?

The PREMIER replied: -1, Yes. 2, A
conference of Premiers is to be called to conm-

gider the question of wheat supplies for local
consumption. - :

QUESTION—APPEAL, . JOEN HURLEY.

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Attorney
General: Has he any objection to placing
all the papers relative to the appeal of John -
Hurley on the table of the House?
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The , ATTORNEY  GENERAL replied:
Yes: If the hon. member desires the papers
to be laid on the Table of the House he
should give notice of motion in the ordinary
way. . [f any member .desires to see the
papers T wili
doing s0.

 BILL—SUPPLY (No.- 2), £350,000.
All Stapes: '

‘The PREMIER AND COLONIAL TREA-
SURER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Northam)
[4.37]: T move— -

That so mnch of the Standing Orders
be susperded as is necessary to enable
tesolutions from the Committees of Sup-
ply and Ways and Means to be reported
and adopted on the same day on which
they shall have passed those Committees,
and also the passing of a Supply Bill
- through all its stages in one. day.

" Question put and passed.

Mesaage.
Megsage from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in connee-
tion with :the Bill, C

In Committee of Supply.

The House having iesolved into Committee
o_f..SuppIy, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,

The PREMIER AND COLONTAL TREA-
SURER (Hon. J. Mitchell~Northam): 1
move—

That there be granted to His Majesty,
on account of the service of the year
1920-21, a sum not exeeeding £350,000.

This amount, of course, is part of the amount
that iz asked for by the Estimates now be-
fere the ‘House. Hon. members will recollect
that some two months ago I came to the
House for three months’ supply.. Portion of
. that money has not yet been expended, of
course. On that occasion I asked for
£044.000 out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund, of which amount only £911000 has
been expended; and I asked for £750,000
on account of moneys to eredit of the Gen-
eral Loan Fund, of which amount ounly
£513,000 has been expended. Hon. members
will note that the amount asked for by the
present Supply Bill iz a small one, but we
have remaining from the previons Supply
Bill sufficient to,carry us on for this month
with thé authorisation now asked for. TFur-
ther, the amounts provided for under special
Acts are not includéd in any Supply Bill. 1

do not know that I need discuss the matter,

The Estimates are now under consideration,
and it is not my fault that they are not
through, If the House were willing, I would
get them through to-day.

Mr. Gardiner: We cannot hear a word at
the back here.

The PREMIER : I am asking for a
month’s supply, £350,000, from revenue. I
do -not suppose it is necessary for me to do
more than ask the Committee for this sup-

give him every opportunity of -
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ply. The Estimates in detail are before
hon, members, and the present request is
merely for authority to the Government to
expend mouey upon the items which appear
upon the Estimates.

Hen, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.43]: No
doubt, as the Premier explains, he is inerely
agking for authority to expend money; but
the faet is that he is getting authority to
expend money without the House knowing
the items upon which it is to be expended.
The present is the fourth month of the finan-
cial year, and thus a third of the annual
expenditure is being authorised without any
discussion. Although I must admit that this
year’s Budget has been brought down fairly
carly as compared with previous years’, still
the fact remains that the Committes have not
made very much progress in discussing the
Estimates. Indeed, we have hardly begun
their discussion; only the officers of Parlia-
ment, I believe, have been dealt with. Prae-
tically the consideration of the whole of the
huge amount of money provided by these
Estimates has =still to take place. On that
aspect of the question let me say that I have
never known any previous oéccasion on which
the Committee have been called upon to dis-
cuss the Estimates in detail without having
before them thie annual reports of the de-
partments. In a few moments we shall be
dealing with the Estimates of the Agrieul-
tural Department, and yet that- department’s
report for the past year has only been laid
upon the Table of the House to-day. The
reports of many other departments we have
not vet received. Unless members have those
annual reports in their possession before
discussing the Estimates, the Government
might just as well save the expense involved
and not have the reports printed at all. No-
body reads them after the Estimates have
been dealt with. Tt is a faet, too, that we
have only .this year seen quite a number of
departmental reports for the financial year
1918-19, Further, I do not knew why the
Premier has not presented the Public Ac-
counts for last year. I have not seen them.

The Premier: They are not ready.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know why
they are not ready. I do not think I have
ever known a previons oceasion on which the
Public Aceounts have not been lajd upor the
Table at. the same time as the Budget was
brought down. Without the infotmation
afforded by thé Public Accounts, members
are entirely in the dark, and cannot possibly
compare the proposed expenditure with the
corresponding expenditere for the previons
financial year. It is uiterly impossible for
members intelligently to discuss the Esti-
mates without having the Public Accounts
before them. We have not got them yet.
I know of course it will be urged that the
public serviee strike has been respensible for
some of the delay in the preparation of these
reports. But even that does not account for
the whole of the delay. For instance, for
many years past the report of the Mines De-
partment has been placed on the Table at
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the opening of the session; yet here the
session is in its third month and we have not
that report yet. In these circumstances it
is useless diseussing the question of supply.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported; the report adopted.

Supply Bill introduced, ete.

Resolution in Committee of Ways and
Means havigg- been passed, a Supply Bill
was brought in providing for the expenditure
of £850,000 out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund.

Bill passed through its remaining stages
without debate and transmitted o the Coun-
eil.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITHATION
- ACT AMENDMENT,

Introduced by the Attorney General and
read a first time.

BILLS (2)—REPORT ADOPTED,
1, Coroners, )
2, Public Service Appeal Board.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1920-21,
Tn Committee of Supply.

" Resumed from 5th QOctober, Mr, Stubbs in
the Chair.

Department of Agriculture (Hon. H. P.
Colebatch, Minister) : the Honorary Minister
in charge of the vote.

Vote-—Minister for - Agriculture,  £68,222;

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [4.55]: Several
hon, members have spcken on the gquestion
of agricultural education. T think the tactics
adopted "by the Government in this connec-
tion, moré‘espeeially in respect’of the experi-
mental plots in the Bouth-West, are deserv-
ing of ecommendation. In agriculture, as in
most other industries, practied]l experience is’
one of the best guides. When we have ex-
perimental plots in centres unknown to the
settlers, those plots serve to demonstrate the
suitability of the soil to different products.
One of the chief difficulties in agriculture
lies in ascertaining the crops best suited to
the soil. :

Mr. Underwood: Do you think the school-
master can teach you that?

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is a question not
of the schoolmaster, but of demonstrating to
the, farmer the switability of his land.

Mr. Underwood: What practical resuits do
you expect from a tiny experimental plot?

Mr. PICEERING: These plots are, I un-
derstand, of considerable area. In my opinion
they should be at least 50 or 100 acres in
extent. 'This would give some prospects of
properly testing the couniry. I very mmch
regret that the Brnngwick State farm ghould
have been eut out, and that there is mow no
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particular farm in the South-West used for
demonstrations.

The Minigter for Works: What i3 your
opinion of Brunswick as an orchard country$

Mr. PICKERING: In my opinion that
country is well snited for orchards. ‘The
wember for Bunbury produces escellent fruit
in his orchard, which is not very far re-
moved from the old Brunswick State farm,
However, it is not the question of orchards
that 1 wish to disecuss just now, but rather
that of stock. 1 have always contended that
the Brunawick State farm should have been
used as a farm for breeding stud stock
for dairy farmers. I hold that the stoek
grown in the disiriet are the best suited for

that distriect. In my eleclorate there
is. no demonstratipn farm or plot of
any = deseription. Many of my con-
stituents think that a farm of this

natere should be established down there.
It is only natural that I should support the
member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. John-
ston) in his.elaim for-the retention at Nar-
rogin of the sehool of agriculture. Alithough
we may agree that it is desirable to have a -
main centre as an agricultural college; we
cannot believe that that will be adequate to
deal with all the problems of agriculture
that confront us. If we would do the best
possible for our districts we should ask for
many more of these institutions. Different
conditions require differemt treatment. Tt
is absurd to try to make applicable to the
South-West those conditions which apper-
tain to Geraldton or even the wheat area.
Quite recently I was one of thoze who
waited on the Minister for Agrieulture with .
regard to the importation of potato seed.
The practical farmers of my distriet assure
me that disease has been introduced here in
potato seed from the other 8tates and that
pests have also beéen introduced inte the -
South-West and have with diffieulty been
eradicated. Notwithstanding this, the re-
gulations governing the importation of seed
potatoes have been revoked, and the posi-
tion of the ‘potato growers is by no means
a seeure one, Something more than a re-
port of the potato inspector should have
been brought to light hefore a decision of
this natore was arrived at. There is a
notice of mine on the Notice Paper dealing
with the fruit industry. This motion has
already been carried in another place, and
ia to the effect that in the opinion of this
House the State and Federal Governments
should take immediate steps to have the
existing embargo on Australian apples re-
moved, and that all Australian fruits
should be placed in open competition on the
market. I should like to emphasise the
words ‘‘open competition on the market,’’
for that is all that the fruit growers of
Western Awustralian desire.  Further, a re-
solution waa carried at the conference of
Australian fruit growers in Queensiand, that
the conference take steps to bring about the
de-control of fruit prices in the English
market next season——
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The CHATRMAN: The hon. member can-
not deal with that questiom.

Mr. PICKERING: My electorate is vitally
- interésted in this question. During thé war
. the fruit industry of Western Australia suf-
fered: considerably. In some cases the re-
turna. from sales overseas -only amounted to
1s. 7d. per case. The industry is in a Qe-
plorable condition 90 far as prices are <¢on-
eerned. I hope, when the motion to which
I have referred comes before hon, members,
they will unanimously suppert and carry it
in the way that was done in another place.
There is also the question of fruit ecases.
The position of fruit growers in this State
is -far from satisfactory in this respeet.
Owing to the fire which destroyed the State
sawmills, it is almost impossible to get col-
lapsible cases from that source, and the
., supply to the growers has dwindled away to
nothing. The position is fast becoming
acute. I have made inquiries of all the
timber mills to find out what provision is
being made, and I have also consulted the
Minister for Works, I am glad the Miniater
is doing all that is possible with the State
sawmills to cut dumps and other eases. I
hope the Government will take into consid-
eration the urgent fecessity. for seeing that
adequate supplies of cases are made avail-
able for the growers during the ensuing sea-
gSon.

The Miniater for Works:
only cutters.

Mr. PICKERING: I know that. In view
of the serious deficiency which will arise,
through the destruction of the State saw-
mills, it is absolutely necessary that every
possible step should be taken to fill the re-
quirements of the fruit growers, It must
be borne in mind that for many years past
the fruit growers have been lahouring under
great disabilities, and aa there is now a pros-
pect of a reasomable return for their labour
every facility should be given fo them to
get their fruit away. With regard to the
drainage of the South-Wist, I have con-
tinuouslty advoecated that the Government
should appeint a drainage expert. They
have experts for nearly every other class of
work in connection with agriculture.

Hon. P. Collier: There is an irrigation ex-
pert and an engineer is attached to the
Water Supply Department.

Mr. PICKERING: There is no special ex-
pert to. deal with drainage. I should Ilike to
see it made an important position. There
are thousands of acres of good country that
could ' he made available for dairying pur-
poses if this busmesa was properly gone
into.

Han, P. Collier: That. is purely an engin-
eering proposition.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not mind if the
Government appeint an engineer for Arain-
age, 50’ long as some officer is definitely made
respousible for the draimage of the South-
West. In the neighbonrheod of Busselton
there is the Vasse River, which passes
through that town. For some 10 miles back

We are not the
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this river has a break in it for five or six
mi._les.

Hon, P. Collier: It is all a series of breaks
or poaols,

Mr. PICKERING: It is continuous up to
a certain gpot, and then there is a stretch
of water which passes through very valn-
able dairying country. The river makes
again at a place called Delaney’s Flat, Be-
tween these two points there im a streteh of
country which would make excellent dairy-
ing country, and comprises an area of about
5,000 acres. If a drain were cut between
the two points I have referred to, this eoun-
try would be effectively drained by a process
of scouring. A report has been made on the
country by one of our surveyors. He ia not
only a good surveyor but a good classifier of
land, and he estimatea that if this drain
weré cut it would make available the area
and, quality of land of which I have spoken.
There i8 another spot which also needs atten-
tion in the South-West, and that is along
the Scott River. There are three or four
fords in the river, which could easily be re-
moved by means of a few tons of explosives.
The fords for the most part consist of soft
clay rocks with a certain amount of irom
oxide formation. If the fords were removed
it would leave a clear passage for the river,
which would thus be drained mere quickly
than at present. By this system of
draining the country a large territory along.
the coastal fringe would be made available
for dairy purposes. Mr, J. J. Kast recently
went through this distriet, being anthorised
to make an examination of the Blackwood
River by the Fisheries Department, While
there he was struck by the large tract of |
country which would he made available for
settlement if these fords along the Secott
River were removed. Mr. East is a man of
considerable experienee, and I should be
glad if the Government would examine the
file which is in the Fisheries Department
and ascertain the nature of his report. Mr.
East visited the country between May and

une and rode for a distance of about 8
miles through water. It will thus be .seen
what the country is like at that time of the
year. If this country could be made avail-
able in the way I have suggested, the re-
venue from the line, which must ultimately
be built between Blg Brook and Flinders
Bay, will very largely benefit. The timber
that comes from the State mills at Big -
Brook has to be hauled over the ranges
through Bridgetown and through Mullalyup
to Donnybrook, I think having to rise some-
thing like 2,000 feet in the process of haul-
age. A considerable amount of revenne ig
thus lest to the State, and there is heavy
wear and tear on the working of the plant.
The natural trend of this trade should be to
Flinders Bay, where there is an excellent
port. The couniry is on the down grade
all the way from the mill, and a line there
would -open up a lot of country which lies
along the Scott River. That railway would
also tonch the coalfield at Fly Creek, where
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I am informed the quality of the coal is
equal to that at Collie.. I wish to say a few
words on the question of lime, The works
at Lako. Preston. are almost compléte and
ready to start operationa. I believe that the
company congerned is in treaty with the
Government with the object of having the
freight on lime reduced. I am informed by
the company that if the Government are
prepared to reduce the freight on lime, they
in turn are prepared to reduce the priece of
the lime, which would thus make it very
cheap for the farmer. Omne of the main re-
quirements in connection with farming is
Yime,

Hon. P. Collier: Are they prepared to sell
lime at less than parity{ .

Mr. PICKERING: They are prepared to
gell it at less than the amount which ql!ey
.quoted. I think it was 10s. a ton. I belidve
they are prepared to reduce the price of the
lime aceording to the reduetion that is made
in the freight. * This will probably lead to
the farmers getting lime at something like
7s. 6d. a ton. :

Hon, P, Collier:
plies to fertiliser,

Mr, PICKERING: Yes. .

Mr. Nairn: Do they sell at siding?

Mr, PICKERING: I think it is sold at
‘Waroona.

Mr. Nairn:
a mackerel .

Mr. PICKERING: It would be of ad-
vantage to the farmers to get their lime
cheaply. This company will have the lime
available. ' :

My, Foley: Is it proposed to reduce the
price of lime according to the reduction that
is made on the freight?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes.

Mr. Nairn: A farthing a ton!

Hon. P. Collier: Wha{ has it to do with
"them what freight the Government charge?

Mr. PICKERING: I presume the argu-
ment of the eompany iz that lime is needed
for the country, that they have plenty of it,
and that they would get rid of it to the farm-
ers at a lower price. The lower the price, the
better it will be for the farmer, and the
. greater will be the turnover for the com-
pany. I suppose these are the arguments
which the company would put up.

The same srgument ap-

It looks like a sprat to catch

The Minister for Worke: There is nothing

to thank them for in thatf.

Mr. PICKERING: What I am concerned
abont is getting the lime as cheaply as pos-
sible for the farmer.

Hon, T. Walker:

Mr. PICKERING:
good on a farm.
yard is excellent. .

Mr. Nairn: Do you think the Govarnment
shounld make a further loss on their railways
through. the farmers?

. Mr. PICKERING: T desire to get lime as
cheaply as possible for the farmers. I have
to cart lime 14 miles to my farm. At least
Sewt., per acre is needed and it should be a
ton, Hon. members can. well .understand

Ts this bird lime?
Some bird lime ia very
The*manure from a pouliry

_ with the dingo are unfortunate.
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what priee I have to pay by the time I have
got the lime on the farm. T am anxious that
it should be made available at the lowest
possible cost. '

* The Minister .for Works:
lime it would fly there.

Mr. PICKERING: I am sorry the Min-
ister does not appreciate the urgency of this
matter to the farmers. I am not treating
this as a matter of bird lime but of agricul-
turdl lime, which is very necessary in West-
ern Australia. The question of dingoes is
one which is cansing me anxiety, because I
am being worried by varions boards in my
electorate. :

The Minister for Works: ,They got £9,000
last year. : .

Mr. PICKERING: There are road boards
in my electorate that are formed into vermin
boards. Amongst these is ome board that
claims to be free from dingoes. I have had
to lead a deputation to the Minister for
Agricultare asking that this board should be
cut out of the vermin area, and then I have
had to lead a deputation from another board,
which has dingoes within its precinets, asking
him to see that this is retained as a
vermin area. It is a very difficult posi-
tion for me to take up. It is recognised
that avy board that is free from dingoes
is fortunate, and those hoards like the
Bussex, Nelson and others that are cursed
I know
that there -are boards from Capel to
Dardanup and Harvey and -even Collie
which claim to be free from the dingo.
I suggest that the Minister should include
all those boards in the one area and there
can then be no complaint from any individual
board. - By doing that the amount of the
rate will be decreased, and those boards
which are free from the dingo will derive a
benefit from the boards which are keeping
back the dingo, and their amount of rate will
be piopertionately Iower. I suggest to the
Minister that he should consider the advisu-
bilit)c of bringing all these boards into the
vermin area. .

The Minister for Works: Why not the
Perth Roads Board as well?

Mr. PICKERING: I would not objees
even to the Perth Roads Board being in-
cluded. Another matter I would like to deal
with is the Bussclton butter factory. I am
glad to be. able to inform hon. members that
this .factory is going ahead by leaps and
bounds, se much so -that the Government
have of necessity been compelled to increase
‘the accommodation there. What I am jealous
of, however, is the reputation of that fae-
tory, and I want every care exercised by the
department in the direction’ of seeing that-the
management is up to date in every respect.
Theré is -no reason why the butter turned
out by that factory should mot be equal to
the best in Australia, and the Government
gshould see to it that the management is
second to none. The industry is an import-
ant one, and the factory at Busselion has done
good work for the State. It has been the

If you had bird
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forerunner of other butter factories in West
ern Australia, and the suceess demonstrated
at that factory was mainly responsible for the
extension of the industry. It is necessary,
therefore, that every ecare should be taken
to see that nothing but the best butter is
turned out. At one period we had a man-
ager named Bray there and the work he did
was excellent indeed, but after ho- loft
troubles arose in connection with the factory.
I trust, however, that in the future every eare
will he taken to see. that difficuliies do nov
arize. I was glad to hear from the Minister
that the question of dairy and herd testing
was receiving the attention of the depart-
ment and that the utmost was being done to
encourage it. I am convinced from the re.
sults which have followed scientific herd test-
ing that nothing but gooed ecan result from
the practice. I understand that the depart-
ment have set aside 'a certain sum of money
for thiz pnrpose. The South-West conference
which was held reeently, discussed the ques-
tion of how that money shounld be expended,
and it was suggested that it shovld be given
to the different societies to emeourage herd
testing. 1 hope, however, that if the Gov-
ernment take that stand they will not depart
from their existing practice of conducting
herd testings, because if that is carried out
by a Government department the results will
stand higher than those carried on ovtside,
I am convinced that the standard of our
dairy cattle will be considerably improved
by testing and the products of farming will
be proportionately increased. There is only
another subjeet to which I desire fo allude,
and that is wire netting. Seeing that we are
so troubled in the South-West by dingoes, I
trust the Department of Agricunlture will do
all they can to assist the farmers in the diree-
tion of providing wire netting. Unfortu-
nately the Federal Government have imposed
a higher duty on this commodity and the
econsequence is that the price of netting to-
day is higher than it ever wag, and the
added impost i3 likely to inerease the price
by another £3 or £4 per mile. We all re-
cognise that to carry out sheep farming sune-
cessfully in the South-West and in the wheat
areas, it is essential that we should be able
to protect our sheep. From my own experi-
ence I know that the practice of yarding
sheep at night time is unprofitable not only
because of the extra labour involved, but
also because in the Iambing season it is notf
possibile to expect the same awverage of
lambs if the sheep are moved about. Every
step possible, therefore, should be taken by
the Minister for Agrieulture to try to bring'
about the removal of the duty on wire net-
ting, and if possible to make arrangements
whereby wire netting may be supplied to far-
mers on extended terms. It is of vital neces-
sity in the South-West and in the wheat
areas,

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [5.25]:

The term fcagriculture’’ is an all-embracing
one, and I would not have been tempted to
say anything on the subject at the present

[ASSEMBLY.]

time but for certain remarks which were
made by the member for Swan (Mr. Nairn)
and by that great agrieultural expert the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert). I
may claim to be a practieal  agriculturist,
having engaged in agrienlture in thie eoun-
try from the sickle to the harvester and from
the ascythe to the reaper and binder. We-
hear too much in this House about experis.
Experts are very good in their way, but a
man is not going to make himself prosperous
by engaging experis or by leaning too much
upon them.. The prosperity of a man on a
farm or anyone who is engaged in the agri-
cultural industry depends on himself, and
work is the basis of success. = Bome of the
inogt suceessful farmers in this country are
those “who have had little or ‘no nassistance
from experts. Agricultnre i3 one of the most
important industries in the State. Tt is most
important because it provides everything.
that man requires, not only for food, but
also for clothing. At the same time, in dis-
cossing the Agricnltural Estimates T do not
believe for one moment that any department
of the State is in itself going to make people
anccessful. Tt must depend on the experts
employed and the useful assistance they
give to farmers. At the same time, as T
have already aaid, that assistance is mnot
everything.

Mr. Angelo: The experts are mecessary
for the new settlers.

Hon. SBir H. B. LEFROY: I would like
the new settler not to lean too mwuch upon
experts but to try to bacome his ¢wn expert,
and by so doing he is likely to be much more
succesgfnl. The best work that the Agricul-
tural Department is doing to assist farmers
is in the way of making experiments with
different kinds of wheat, The farmer bhim-
self is not able to make these experiments
but by concentrating efforts in certain locali-
ties, the State farms, by growing different
sorts of wheat, are able to supply farmers
with a particular seed which is required. At
the sama time, a farmer should find out for
himself which is the best seed to grow in
his particular locality. The greateat prob-
lem which we have in regard to agriculture,
hewever, is that of rain, and no Apgrienl.
tural Department is going to seltle that.
Given a fair distribution of rain, farming
on proper lines is bound to be suceessful,
We have in this country land capable of
producing everything that man requires.
During the past 30 years we have been dis-
cussing the question of supplying the State
with butter and we have not succeeded in
‘doing it yet. I hope, however, the time is
not far distant when we shall be able to do
so, but I do not see how we ean succeed until
we get 8 bigger population. When we have
the people in this country—two or three
millions instead of 300,000, then we shall be
ahle to supply butter for all. I am pleased
to learr from the member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering) that the Busselton butter factory
has become a great success. I am mot given
to advertising, but I think T may take a
little credit in connection with that institu-
tion, for when I assumed office, it was dead.



[12 OcToBER, 1920.]

Assistance was given it, and its usefulness
has increased by leaps and bounds, and now
its pogition is thoroughly satisfactory. 1
ant algo pleased to kmow that the Bumbury
butter factory has proved a success. That
too I was able to assist in its re-establish-
ment. Tt is owned by a private company
but that company received Government as-
gistance and the factory is now turning out
something like five tons of butter a weusk,
That is very satisfactory, because it is only
a few years ago that they had to start afresh
and re-establish their factory. Referring to
the remarks of the member for Guildford
{Mr. Davies), I would like the Committee to
know that right at the gateway of Perth,

we have one of the biggest seftlements going

on thai we have in Western Australia. At
the present time, the country in the Upper
Swan i3 being eovered with holdings, and
land is being cleared and planted with the
vine. I do not think that in any part of
‘Western Australia there is so much .suecess-
ful settlement going on, There are some
hundreds of new settlers in coontry which
only a year or two ago was bosh land. This
is mow being covered with vineyards, and
there is every prospeet of these pecple being
highly suceessful. I am pleased to think
that I was able to place the first men in this
district after their return from theé war, in
order that they might engage in eurrant and
raigin. growing. They bave encouraged
others, and we have there country that has
been opened up and tried, country where we
- know the vine will flourish as well as in any
other part of. the world. T firmly believe
that these people will be eminently success-
ful. The Midland Railway Company are pre-
pared to assist these people by increasing
the facilities for getting their produce to
market, and I think they are to be com-
mended in that respect, becavse the land ia
not their own and, moreover, they get very
little for the freight on goods, seeing that
they only carry their produce to Midland
Junetion. At the present time I think agri-
colture is in such a position that it is bound
to continme to prosper as it has during the
past few years; but everything depends on
the seasons. Even now, althongh we have
heard a great deal regarding the wheat which
is to be produced jn the State this year, the
resulis are problematical. The farmer is
always full of hope. Personally, I hope that
we will yet have sufficient rain to assure a
beuntiful harvest throughout the State. T
refer to the question of experts, becanse the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert), who
is one of the agricultural experts here, led
me to make a few remarks on this subjeet.
I do not helieve that we are going to get
prosperity through experts alone. I want
semeone to take up the question of obtain-
ing a eross -hetween atinkwort and some
edible fodder, If we can get thai—T do not
know whether the member for Coolgardie——
Mr. Lambert: We will never get if through
any °f‘pussyfoot’’ in agrienlinre.
Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: If we can get
some such result, we will have achieved some-
thing of great importance, securing, as we

. Btate.
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shall, a fodder that will last right through
the summer. This in itself would be of
great benefit to the State. [ would like the
member for Ceolgardie to exercise his mird
in that direction. I know he takes a great
interest in agriculture, as I do in Inining,
and we might reciprocate in that way. If he
did something in the direction I have indi-
cated, he would achieve something of great
importance for the benefit of the stock
raisers of the country. .

Mr. Lambert; When you grasp the rudi-
ments of agriculture, T will talk to you about
the more advanced stages.

Hon. 8ir H. B. LEFRQY: 1If the hon.
member would pay me a visit, I would be
glad to show him some of the rudiments of
agriculture.

Mr, Lambert; I do not reflect on the hon.
‘member personally. - 1 was gpeaking more
about the Party which he recently married.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: I will show the
hon. member some of the rudiments, from
wool to. wheat, and from peas to potatoes.
I know the hon. member’s mind is of such
a nature that bhe quickly grasps the point at
issue.

Mr, Green:
sive guest. . )

Hon., 8ir H. B. LEFROY: To be serious,
there is a large amount on the Estimates
for the assistance of agriculture. T feel sure
ali those officers who are engaged in the work
of the Agricultural Department are zealous
and desirons of doing their best for the
I trust that this large. amount of
money will be spent to the advantage of
agriculturists under the able control of those
now in charge of the department. I trust
that the Agrienitural Department will be
able to give of its best for the assistance of
apriculture generaily throughout the State.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.37]:
During the last half hour I have had a glance
throngh the annual report of the Agricul-
tural Department. I feel inclined to again
voiece a protest I have already made this
afternocon at not receiving this report earlier
in the sessiom. I notice even in the course of
a brief glance through the report that it con-
tains much valuable information which would
be of assistance to members and cnable them
to get an idea of the work carried out by the
department during the year, thus assisting
them in the discussion of the Estimates for
the ensuing financial year. I was surprised
to hear so experienced an agriculturist as the
hon. member for Moore (8ir Henry Lefroy)
discounting the value of the experts so far ag
this department is concerned, If there be
anything at all in the hon. member’s con-
tention [ do not know,

Hon. Sir H. B. Lefroy:
cut down the vote.

Hon, P. COLLIER: It is quite clear,
kowever, that this opinion is not shared by
others, for in looking down the Estimates I
notice that there is provision for a greater
number of experts in this department than

You will find him dan expen-

I do not want to

_in alt the other departments put together,
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There is provision for gomething like 22 all-

told. Whatever may be the value of the ser-
vices of these gentlemen to the industries of
this State, the Under Secretary for Agrieul-
ture at least does not entertain the same view
as the hon. member for Moore. In faet, the
Under Seerefary emphasises the point that he
desires to makeé provision for a’ great num-
ber, or at least for experis of a greater cap-
acity in the future than have been available
up to the present. In the annual report which
we have just raceived the Under Secretary
has the following to say— :
I have pleasurs in placing on record that
Mr. D. A. Herbert, Economic Botanist and
Pathologist, has béen successful in’ obtain.
ing from his University in Melbourne the
advanced degreo of Master of Science. A
question of great importance to the future
progress and increased. utility of this de-
partment is the adoption of a poliey for
recruiting ‘the expert staff. In this econ-
neetion the value of local experience is of
particular importance in a State present-
ing such marked features of diversity and
magnitude as Western Australia. At pre-
senf, iIn most of the prineipal branches,
there would he a marked gap, and conmsid-
erable dislocation, should the department
for any reason suddenly lose the services
of any one of the experts at the head of
them. For greater security, and inereased
efficiency in thia direction, it is considered
that a policy should be laid down, and a
system outlined, for recruiting the staff in
gsuch a way that there shall be, in the sev-
eral branches, young men who have re-
ceived the requisite theoretical and scien-
tific education, and who are in process of
acquiring the necessary praciical experi-
enee, and of applying the teachings of
science to the agricultural problems of this
State. These officers would serve a useful
purpose a3 assistants, and wounld, in addi-
tion, s0 far as they may develop the heces-
sary qualities, be avzilable for stepping
into the more responsible positions as vae-
ancies may arise.

I am not going to judge between the gentle-
man who is Under Seeretary of this depart-
ment and the experience of the hon. member
for Moore.

Hon. 8ir H. B, Lefroy: I say that they
must not lean too much on thé experts.

" Hon. T. Walker: Do you mean they should
fatten on them? ’

Hon. P. COLLIER: If, after all, a Gov-
ernment department has properly {rained
men who are supposed to be experienced
scientific men too, and sends them round the
country lecturing and instructing the farmers
generally, surely you must expect farmers, to
a very great extent, to lean very considerably
upon the advice tendered by these experts. If
farmers are not to lean too much—and I Qo
not know how yon are going to strike the
happy mean—then the services of these men
are not required, or at least not s0 many of

them are necessary. I do not know how far .

science has developed regarding agriculture,
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Certainly it can be said that in all phases of
life, it is recognised, and has been recognised
mbore partieularly in recent years, by the big
financial interests and by private enterprise,
that they are not going to make that ad-
vancement which they desire unless they make
full use of scientific knowledge.

Mr, Pickering: .Agriculture is no exeep-
tion to that.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I should say not. For
too long an idea existed that any troglodyte.
could make a success on the land, which 4id
not require any intelligence but that a strong
arm and a thick skull were sufficient to en-
able 2 man to get on.

Mr. Harrison: A strong arm i3 a good
acquisition. ’

Hon. P. COLLIER: But I do not know
that s man who is thick in the head would
stand very well to-day. I read an article a
day or two age which pointed out how many
things a farmer required to be. He had to
be a book-keeper, an accountant, a plumber,
a wheslwright, and quite a number .of other
things. However, I will Jeave the question of
the experts to the Under Secretary, and T
believe he will have his way. I was sorprised
however, that the hon. member for Moore
did not make more, seeing that he has
joined the party which to-day specifically re-
presents the agrieulturists, and complain more
at the fact that the present Government,
which he supports, has altogether. abardoned
the policy of agrieulfural development which
he outlined two or three years ago. Mem-
bers will recollect that in his poliey speech
at Moora in 1917 the hon. member came
out with a policy of ready-made farms for
the South-West. Particularly for the pur-
pose of settling our returned soldiers, areas
were to bhe surveyed and cut up, and por-
tions of the areas cleared, and homes fo be
erected, and everything put in such order
that practically these settlers would be self-
gsustaining from the wvery commencement,
During that intervening period of three
years nothing at all, so far ag I am aware,
has been done in the South-West in pur-
suance of that pelicy.

Mr, Pickering: There has been a hit of
clagsifying and surveying,

Hon, P. COLLIER: That has heen the
position in spite of Ministers travelling
through the country and dilating at public
funetions on figures taken from the ‘¢ Statis-
tical Abstraet’’ as to the quantity and value
of imports of dairy produce, which +was
henceforth to be grown in the Sowth-West.
As long as I have been a member of this
Chamber, Miniaters and others have come
forward with policies for the development of
the South-West. It was in the South-West
that we were to retain that hwge sum of
money, £800,000 or £300,000. s>nt cach year
to the Eastern States for dairy trodnce. But
even a brief glance at the report of the Ag-
rieultural Department indicates that there
has not been of recent years any develop-
ment in the South-West.
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The Minister for Works:
reet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know there was a
sum of £50,000 spent by the Labour Gov-
ernment on an irrigation scheme in that por-
tion of the Sonth-West which the Min-

That is not cor-

ister for Works represents. The figures
which the report _ supplies, however,
do not indicate any development: nor

_does the amount provided for expenditure
this year show that the Government are
pushing . forward the development of the
South-West. I had not the privilege of hear-
ing the "Honorary Minister introduce thia
vote, and therefore I do- nmot know whether
he gave the Committee any comparative figures
regarding the production of butter, bacon,
. and those other essential eommodities which
come under the heading of dairy prodnee,
during "thé last year "as compared with the
years gone by. Persomally, I do not believe
there has been any substantial inerease. The
Govérnment’s policy as to pig raising and
bacon factories ought to be showing some
results by this time. That policy was inau-
gurated three or four years ago, but the
figures given in the Agrieultural Depart-
ment’s report do not indieate much head-
way., Six years ago, in 1914, there were in
this State 59,816 pigs; but in 1919 that nom-
ber had fallen to 058,160, or about 1,700
fewer. One would not expect to find a de-
erease in the number of pigs in the State,

Mr. Harrison: That decrease accounts for
the number converted into bacon.

Hon. P. COLLIER:  According to the
hon. member’s idea of developing an indus-
try, it is only a matter of time when this
partienlar industry will become entirely ex-
tinet.

Mr. Harrison:
breed up,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Surely there must be
provision for supply of pigs in coanection
with the policy of establishing bacon fac-
tories. Surely those engaged in pig raising
make provision to keep up the number of
their pige. If that is not'being done, the State
as a whole is not going o derive any benefit
from the establishment of bacon factories,
because next year, or the year after, there
will be an insufficient supply of pigs for the
factories to handle. It seems to me strange
that -after three or four years of what I
may term active policy in this direction, there
were fewer pigs in the State last year than
there were in 1814, The same remark ap-

If the pig raisers do mot

plies to cattle, which do not show & great .

increase. Now let us tnrn te the figures of
area under cultivation, having regard to the
whole policy of agricultural - development
which we have heard boosted day after day
around the countiry at every opportunify. The
ares under cereals is considerably smaller

for 1919 than for. 1915. In  faet,
the 1919 figures exceed - only very
slightly those for 1914, Tn 1915, there

were, In round figures, 1,473,000 acres under
cereals. For last year the area was 1,243,000
acres, or about 230,000 aeres less. Certainly,

-perience of many years.
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there was an inerease as regards hay; but
even that increase does not account for the
drop in cereals. Turning to vineyards and
orchards, I find all along the line that the
figures in last year's report of the Agri-
cultural Department do not show the in-
creases that one might expect, With refer-
ente to the South-West again, I find that
while under the heading of administrative
and technieal development of the South-
West a sum of £6,360 was expended in 1915-
16, the amount expended in 1919-20 was
£3,476, or roughly only one-half. In my
opinion the policy enunciated by the member
for Moore when Premier was a good one, If
woe are ever going to overtake the import of
dairy produce .into this State, the supply
must ¢ome largely from the South-West. In
view of the land there being so heavily tim-
bered that it- is very expensive -to- prepare-for
cultivation, it is evident that the work of
agricultoral development in the South-West
will not be undertaken by the individual
settler. That, indeed, is proved by the ex-
We cannot expeet
men to undertake the clearing of country
which will run into £20 or £30 per acre, or
even more, with the certainty of having to
wait years for a return. Naturally, settlers
are concentrating their attention upon what
are called the wheat areas, where land ia
more easily cleared and more readily pre-
pared for cultivation and gives a return more
speedily. Intending seitlers who have failed
to obtain land in the wheat areas have tarned
their backs upon the South-West altogether.
Therefore a policy such as that outlined by
the memhber for Moore is- essential for the
development of the South-West, Failing that,
we shall for years to come be sending out of
the State huge sums of money for dairy pro-
duce, I may point out that the South-West
wag praectically the first portion of this State
to be settled. I think Captain Bussel landed
at what is now Busselton about the vear
1831; and other portions of the South-West
have been scttled ever since the foundation
of the colony of Western Australia. Not-
withstanding that faet, however, ecompara-
tively very little progress has taken place
in the South-West. ’

Mr, Pickering: Because the people stick
to the old poliey. ’

Hon, P. COLLIER: The old settlers in the
South-West have homesteads sufficient for
their requirements; but the fact remains that
Aduring the past ten or twelve years, in which
large nnmbers of agricultural settlers from
the Eastern States and elsewhere have ecome
to Western Australia, the South-West has not
attracted any large number of mnew settlers.

Mr. Pickering: It is teo hard and too ex-
pengive. . o

Hon. P. COLLIER: There "is no use in
talking about building additional railways in
order to assist the agrienitural development
of the South-West. There is, for instance,
the proposed razilway from Marjimup to Den-
mark, which would cost & huge sum-of money.
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Po build such a line and to let the land in
the South-West lie jdle until the individual
settler comes along to develop it himself,
. would be folly. Indeed, to my mind it would
be criminal wasté of money. We have now
huge areas of idle land adjacent to the rail-
ways aiready built in the South-West, It
is not neeessary -that we should build addi-
tional railway mileage in order to provide
oppertunities of agricultural development
there.

Hon, T. Walker: There is the enormons
area of agricultvral land in the Esperance
distriet, which has cost prdctically nothing
to develop.

Hon. ' P. COLLIER: That is so. What
strikes ome, when travelling through the
Sounth-West, is to sec & few acres of cleared
pateh on the hillside with several hundred
acres adjacent in the virgin state. While
that condition of things obtains there is no
need to build further railways in the Sonth-
West. Uniless the Government pursue a policy
of preparing farms there we shall see very
little progress, no matter how much
we may talk., Government funds must
bs experded there. I wunderstand that
approximately 4,000 returned  soldiera
have been settled on the land in this
State, and I very much regret that a greater
proportion of them have not been settled in
the South-West, where they would have
been able to supply that which we need so
much, that which we are now importing
from the Eastern States. Most of these re-
turned soldiers have been added to the
nomber of our wheat growers, who no deubt
are doing well, and whose returns this year
will be very considerable, But it is neces-
saty that we should in the near future de-
velop the South-West at all events suffi-
ciently to enable that area to supply the
State’s requirements in the way of dairy
produce. Very few returned soldiers have
gone to the Sonth-West, and very few in-
tending settlers are looking towards it; and
that will continue to be the position of
affairs vntil a policy somewhat in the nature
of that outlined three years ago by the mem-
ber for Moore is adopted.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [5.59]: Having
spoken during the general discussion of the
Esgtimates on the necessity for doing some-
thing in "the way of agricultural develop-
ment, much on the lines sketched out by the
leader of the Opposition, I only wish.to

refer now to one point, and that is what the.

experts of this State have dome to assist
agriculture. Personally I am inclined to
think that the money spent in the mainten-
ance of our army of experts could be betfer
employed. By that 1 am not against ex-
perts being employed to instruet our farm-
ers as to the best way of getting the maxi-
mum wealth out of the land. Experts do
a great deal of good. But I have always
wondered what the experts in this State
have done in respect of breeding wheat that
would be suitable to our dry areas.
The Premier: They have done that,
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Mr. FOLEY: They have done very lictle
of it during recent years, If they could
breed a wheat that would not require to be
in the ground as long as our existing wheats,
it would be of very great value to the
Btate. Most of the cnergies of our many
experts are expended in the South-West.
But experience teaches us that we wmust
look to some other portion of the State to
pull Western Australia out of her difficul-
ties. = There are other areas where expert
knowledge could be put to great advantage.
Recently alunite was discovered on the gold-
fields. Alunite by treatment produces one
of the best fertilisers to be found. A num-
ber, of men got out some of the ore, treated
it and brought it down to Perth for judg-
ment. They were willing to sell the result-
ant fertiliser to the farmer at a lower cost
than that of the ordinary fertiliser. They
submitted their preduct to Mr. Simpson, an
expert in the employ of the Mines Depart-
ment, one of the best chemists this or any
other State possesses, Mr. Simpson reported
favourably on the fertiliser, which he said
was excellent in quality and would be most
beneficial to the farmer. Therefore those
men went on with the business of produce-
ing this fertiliser. They sold some of it to
the farmers. Those who used it were well
satisfied with the results. Then along cama
another expert, also of the Mines Depart-
ment, and declared that the fertiliser was
no good. This expert was Mr. Mapn. Mr.
Simpson had said the fertiliser was good,
the farmers had proved that it was good,
but Mr. Mann came glong and said it was
bad. In consequence, the farmers are still
languishing for a cheap fertiliser. I think
the Minister could well consider doing away
with the duplication of these experts. The
production of the alunite fertiliser was good,
not only for the farmers but also for the
mining industry, for it enabled the miners
who for years had worked in deep mines to
seck a change by finding work in shallow
mines. I have never seen in any of the re-
ports submitted by our experts reference to
that wonderful belt of ecountry lying 20
miles almost direet north of Perth, the
country around Yanchep. Tt is-one of the
most fertile tracta I have ever gseen, More-
over, it has sbundance of the best water im-
aginable, a fact to which the atténtion of
those who are taking an active interest in
the mmanufadture of woaollens in this State
gheuld be direeted.

Ton, T, Walker: Who owns that land?
How can one get it?

Mr. POLEY: It is unoccupied Crown
land, Qut in that Yanchep area will be
found alsoe phosphates in abundance. A
number of small settlers there are growing
wonderfully good vegetables and fruif,
using nothing but the local phosphates. In
view of this, it does seem strange that none
of our agricultural experts should have
directed attention to that distriet. At pre-
sent wa are paying an exorbitant price for
butter, Nine years ago we were told that
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the South-West, with its dairying industry,
would come to the salvation of the State.
After nine years of good seasons down
there, we are paying more for butter than
ever in our past history. Rather than send
settlers down the South-West, the Govern-
ment wonld be well advised in establishing
them in an area like Yanchep, where they
would have a good fighting chanee. A set-
tler going into the South-West might work
hard for 20 years without being able to
clear sufficient land for the making of a
- decent living, Not in the South-West alone
but in Gippsland also have I seen men and
women wasting their lives, only for someone
else to come along and reap the benefit.

"Hon, T, WALEER (Eanowna) [6.12]:
‘Sométhifig “has been 'said “about the -em=—
ployment of so many experts, It is quite
posgible that we are employing too many.
I do not see the benéfit accruing from some
of the experts that we have; I do not think
we get full resplts from them., Bui, to a
live policy of agricultural development, ex-
- perts are necessary. Those ndtions which.
have made the greatest advancement in
agricnlture are those which have specially
gought out their scientific men, men of wide
experience and training in agriculture. Tt
is the boast of the Canadian system that
they take knowledge to the remotest little
farm away in the west, or away up morth,
and that in every tract of eountry, wherever
there is the slightest variation of seil, a
.demonstration is held to show what can be
done with that seil, Here, it seema to me,
we have more or less a superficial way of
ingtrueting "the farmers. We start experi-
mental farms and abandon them. I believe
“that at the present time the Narrogin State
Farm i more or less under sentence of
death. Af all events there are. questions as
to how -it should be managed, and whether
it should be merely a school or whether it
ghould be a farm,

'Sittiﬂy sugpended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Hon, T.. WALKER: Before tea I was
speaking of a method of assisting settlers in
Canada. I know that Canada is an immense
country with great climatic differcnces and
with vast areas of varying land to treat, but
the Dominion Government, assisted by pro-
vincial Governments, meet nearly all the re-
quirements of the farmers in that enormons
areq. The consequerce is that that country
is going ahead by lsaps and hounds. Settle-
‘ment proeeeds on the principle of reaching
out as far as possible, and sending to the
‘West and the North the newcomer. The policy
is Aot simply to centre ¢verything around the
few big towns and to keep the population
_congested in the cities, but to develop the
whole country and do so gimultaneously. It
is a poliey I should like to see pursued here.
I shonld like to see some of our experts, as
they are called, .aitend specially to some par-
ticolar feature of agrieulture or of mixed
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farmmg As it is, our exzperts, being but
few, have too much to attend to; they have
all kinds of requirements to meet.

Mr. Underwgod: They have so much io
learn.

Hon. T, WALKER: That may be true
alse. Most of our exzperts come from othér
parts of the world. If there is one State
more than another, I think, that has a
vartety of conditions all requiring to be
gtudied, it is Western Australia. Even in
this State there is every possible type of soil
from the peer and unfertile sand to the most
fertlle of country

. Underwood: And fertile sand, too.

Hon T. WALKER: From the zero of
fertility right up to the highest point of
fertility that it i3 possible for geil to reach.
Semetimes. we. find. these exiremes within a
distance of a few miles, soil which will al-
most grow anything, and seil whick will
searcely produce anything.

Mr. Underwood: If you do not leok out
you will find experts within a digtance of a
fow feet of each other.

Hon. T, WALKER: We do not want ex-
perts within that distance of each other. We
want to have judgment in the service to
whieh the experts are to be put. The Wheat
Belt is different from the South-West, We
require a different method of treatment
there and a different method of develop-
ment. The conditions vary again as we go
to the North and the North-West. We want

. those¢ who are qualified for these particular

zones to advise even upon all the varying
conditions that may be found in them. T
am particularly impressed with the sugges-
tion that there should be experimental plots
run by the farmers themselves, under the
superintendence of a central board, with the
partieular Inspectors who have these portions
allotted to them for their supervision.

Mr. Underwood: It is a good job for the
expert and supervisor.

Hon. T. WALEER: I do not know that
T am holding a conversation with the hoa.
member., Sometimes his interjections are
good, but these conversational attempts to in-
terrupt the apeaker shows that lack of cour-
tesy of which the hon. member has =0 often
been aceused. It is not that we require an
enormous number of experts, as suggested by
the interruptions of some "hon. members.

Hon. P. Collier: There are only 22 there.

Hon. T. WALKER: One ingpector in a
distriet ought to be able to advise upon all
these special features, It is not necessary
to have an expert for poultry, another for
wheat, another for vegetables, and another
for fruit, all poing into the same distriet.
One man should have sufficient general quali-
fications, under the superintendence of the
head of the Agricultura.l Department, to
s'upeerse and instruct im ali these particu-
lars. It is not that we lack experts here, but
we lack the knowledge of how to use them
and to put them to the best advantage.

Mr. Foley: Was it not the experts that
beat the Esperance railwayf
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Hon, T. WALKER: It was not an agri-
cultural expert. .

Mr. Foley: It was. .

Mr. Underwood: It was the expert poli-
tician, '

Hon. T. WALKER: No, nor even that.

Mr, Foley:.Thée agricultural chemist.

Hon. T. WALKER: Tt was the chemist.
I -question whether I should eall him in that
Fespeet an agrieultural chemist. .

*Mr. Foley: If you will read this report, -

you will ses that he is the. agricultnral chem-
ist. .

Hon: T. WALKER: Never mind what that
report says. I have grave doubts as to bis
Judgment in respeet to the lands of the
State. He certainly put up a report which
has been demonsirated to be false. It is
that difference- I want to make elear between
the office theorist and the practical expert,
In order that they may get practical ex-
perts in Canada they not only have experi-
mental farmi in the provinces, but they have
in every distriet experimental plots, and it
ig upon the actua] results achieved there
that the instructions are given to the
farmers. We find a man going through a
lot of dry chemical formul®, and giving them
forth as the results of tests on the lands at
Esperance; although these results have heen
demonstrated again and again to be
ahsolutely false. Similar results have been
obtained in regard to the amalyses of other
lands. Even the report of this expert was
not sufficient to stop the eonstruction of the
railway. The trouble was that we had politi-
cal experts, as the hon. member puts it, at
work, meh who were determined to take ad-
vantage- of the position to obtain revenge
over the Labour Administration for their
having obtained -airthority to build the line.
Tt was made an electioneering ecry, appar-
ently with the cbject of making it appear
that the Lahour party had engineered that
line purely for political and corrupt pur-
poses. That was the intehtion sought fo be
conveyed from the political platform of the
parby in'question. ‘

Mr. Foley: Not in this Chamber.

Hon. T. WALKER: No, It was at elec-
tion time. The somewlat unwise, injudicious,
and incorrect utterances on the -part of Mr.
Mann were taken as the basis to step the
construction of the line, .and to do an im-
mense injury to that part of the State.

Mr. Foley: This is the agricultural chemist
the State has got. )

‘Hon, T. WALKER: I have no faith in
him as such. . .

Mr. Smith: Bubsequently proved o he
incorrect. -

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes. We have had
other agricultural chemists T would more im-
plicitly trust, particularly Professor Paterson
of the University. He is.a man I have some
faith in. There is more than mere formal
chemistry required to judge of the qualities
of soil. One needs to be something of a bac-
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teriologist as well, and to have some know-
ledge of the vital elements of the soil. I am
not speaking merely from faney when I
speak of the vital elements of the soil. That
great French chemist Monsieur Berthelot
speaks in words almost identical with those
that I have wsed. This iz from ‘' New Con-
ceptions in Secience’’—

A line of delicate experiments revealed
to M. Berthelot that thie fizxation of mnitro-
gen is incontestably dne to the presence
of mitrobes. His work he sammed up in
an expresdive phrase. ‘‘The soil,”’ he said,
‘fis in some sense living.'’ This ides,
taken up by some German experimenters,
has led to the establishment of microbe
cultures, for the breeding and sale' of the
especial family of germs which perform thig
ngeful work, But M, Berthelot, not con-
tent, has gone further and shown that,
under the influence of a silent discharge-
of eleetricity, many organi¢c ecompounds
may absorb the nitrogen of the air. So a
series of liphtning-rods leading to large
metal plates buried in the ground markedly
inerease the yield of a field. The influ-
ence of the nitrates used directly as fer-
tilisers is so evidently benefieial that with
the development of the guano beds of
Chili a great industry has grown up. Still,
the nitrates are dear, the beds riot exteh-
give; Taking up an old experiment of
Cavendish, M. Berthelpt has shown that
under the action of a high:temsion eurrent
of electricity the nitrogen and oxygen of
the air may be made to combine in large
guantities, Much, indeed, of his chief
work has heen done with this puissant aid.
He was the first to show the rile which
electricity” may play in chemieal synthesis.
The formation of acetylene from its ele-
ments was realised by means of the elee-
tric are, a method which has since, in hie
own hands and those of M, Moijssan and
others, yielded such agtonishing results.

T need not ge further. The work T am quot-
ing from is ‘‘New Conceptions in Science’’
by Carl Snyder, an American, and the

chapter on synthetic chemistry shows
the services this great scientist has
rendered to bis compatriots in France

for the development of agrieulture, It
is that, that we require here, .We
require some head department HES - our
University to take up that part of the work,
experimental work. The work of assisting
the farmer should be:done in the Aistricts
and, so to speak, the man who is in charge
of a partieular district should not leave it.
He ought to be there on the. spot to super-
vise the work in that portion of the country
and aid it with eévery bulletin and every
miessage of assistance from headquarters
from a scientific standpoint. * That is the
course that is being pursued in Canada and
in Ameriea, and eertainly it is being pursued
in France, and before the war, in Germany.
I see no reason why we should not do it here
instead of having inspectors travelling the



[12 Ocromer, 1920.]

country on hurried visits and coming baek
to report at their offices and then going
back again. As a matter of fact, the Agri-
cultural Department is practically run by the
Under Secretary, who himself is not an ex-
pert. He has officers vnder his command,
and he encourages or discourages them as
his mood may take him. That, to my mind,
is pot a wise policy to follow. We require
men to almost live with the farmers in the
beginning stages of their work, and to assist
them by actual demonstrations in thé neigh-
bourhood. In the meantime I commend the
policy adopted in Canada of spreading the
people out by sending them into the far
back. Naturally, railways must overtake them
in due course, but if we keé¢p them in cloge
proximity to the city and to the coast, any-

where near t0 18, we cannot expeet-the coum--,

try io be developed. How can we encourage
population in that way? I wonder when I see
the lethargy—1 cannot eall it anyihing else
—in pursuing our policy of land settlement,
what we are going to do with those hum-
dreds and thousands of scldier settlers we are
inviting from the old country. As has
beeir pointed cut more than once up to the
oresent, dll we have been doing in eonnee-
tion with the settlement of our own returned
soldiers is to buy out some farmer who has
done his eclearing, and who has perhaps pre-
pared his farm—we buy him out and put a
new man in;, perhaps a man who knows noth-
ing about it, and who may make a failure of
it. Of course, such a man hag a better ehance
with a farm in process of development, but
those who have got used to the country, its
elimate and its soil, and who have become used
to the methods of eultivation, are likely to
make a greater snccess of such country. What
are we going to do in the way of finding
- farms when we are inundatéed by a flood of
immigrants from the old country? Where
are we going to put those people? Men must
strike out in new regions, in mew fields, and
jt is this that takes me back to the stoppage
of the econstruction of the Esperance line
on the reeommendation of the State agrieul-
tural chemist, The work was stopped be-
canse that officer said the Jand contained
salt. Tt has been demonstrated now that that
je not so. I maintain that that portion of the
eountry requires less cost for its develop-
ment than any other part of Western Auas-
tralia. There is also a larger area of wumi-
form covniry there than in any other pari
of the State. Of course I de not allude to
the varieties of soil that one may find else-
where, or to the extent of territory that
- exists in the North-West. The land at Es-
perance requires another form of freatment
and it should be attended to without delay.
Tt is ideal wheat country, and it is a spot
where we should apply scientific knowiledge
to its development. Since I had occasion to
gpeak last in the Chamber on this subject, a
number of men from the mallee country of
Vietoria and from the mallee conntry of
HSouth Australia have been over the distriet
with the view of .mvestigating the character
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of the soil and the possibilities of sattle-
ment. I have received visits from these peo-
ple. The Premier, too, has some kpowledge
of Mr. Kent’s investigation. That gentle-
man has agssured the Premier and he has
assured the public through the Press, that
the mallee lards in the Esperance district are
equal to, and in some respects, superior to
the Mallee lands in Vietoria and South Aps-
tralia. Others have been there inspecting
the country since, and I received a letter only
by the last mail from oune who is travelling
through there, and who has c¢ome from the
Victorian mallee country, his intemtion be-
ing to investigate and report. What he says

is just as ercouraging as the representatioms .

which have been made by others, With very
little money indeed, that land ecan be cleared.

—There—is room. there -for thousands of fami-

lies. Hon, members have not had the plea-
sure of visiting that part of the world as they
have the North-West, and the wheat belt,
and other portions of the country at the ex-
pense of the Sfate, but it would be an eye
opener, I feel sure, if they could take a
trip to that distriet. It is to me a marvel
that' that enormous area is absoclutely ne-
glected. It might ag well be at Port Darwin
or at the Gulf of Carpentaria for the interest
that is taken in it by the general public in
this part of the State.

Mr, Teesdale: Why do they keep an of-
ficial in his position after doing a trick like
that?

Hon. T. WALKER: T do not know. It
has besn a mystery to mé. Let me tell the
hon. member that within the last year or two
many men have inquired about the Esper-
ance district land, men whoe have been an-
xious to take it up. They have gone to the
Agricultural Bank and to those Government
departments that are supposed to assist se-
tlers in  making a choice, but they
have been ‘discouraged in every instance.
They have been told that they will not get
one pennyworth of assistance if they go to
that part of -the country, but that if they
will take up land soinewhere else in the near
neighbourhood of Perth, for instance, they
will be assisted to the utmost, and so far as
the law will permit. This has actually besn
teld fo them, and they have been discouraged
in every way from going to the Esperance
country, Settlers living on the spot who
have asked for a little assistance have been
teld that they were fools to stay there and
that they could get no. help whilat they re-
mained there. They were told that if they
wanted assistance, it would be better for
them to give up their blocks there, and come
nearer to Perth. Perhaps those were not the
words used, but that was the meaning that
was conveyed to them, That has been done
through officialdom. T am plezsed to know
now from the Premier that he is going to
alter that, and T believe We can rely upon
him. when he makes such a promise. That
part of the State will then be treated just
as he treats every other part, and the Indus-
tries Asgistance Board and the Agrieultural
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Bank will go to the assistance of the settlers
and help new beginners at Esperance as they
hove helped beginuers elsewhere. Only last
season, a mman at FEgperance applied for
super, and failed to get it. 1t only shows
how difficult farming is in that part of the
world, when a man applies in time to get his
super in, and it does not reach him until the
crop is ready to come off, They are obliged
to grow crops without super down there, and
the instance I have quoted is not isolated.
The case of Mr, Townsend can be referred to.
I have had repeatedly to remind the depart-
ment of the delays that were going on and
of the fact that they were making farming
down there impossible. Then they tuorn
ropnd and say, ‘‘Look at the results!’’
What results ean we expect when so little
help is given to the settlersy 1 am pleased
to recognise that something is likely to be
done and also that we have a promise from
the Minister for Works that the railway is
to be proceeded with. It is satisfactory to
know that the Esperance settlers are to be
accorded the same facilities as the settlers in
other parts of the State, If that happens, what
will it mean? We shall have an agrienltural
State down there, or at least something like
one. There is an area there almost eqnal in
extent of the 8tate. The country is uniform,
though there is not the variety we find in
the wheat belt, where we may come across
wodgil country, sandplain and forest land
within a few yards almost of each other.
At Esperance the land is uniform. It is
some of the best wheat land we have in this
State, or in any other. Once it is brought
into proper cultivation it will give satisfac-
tory yields, and whoever undertakes that
work there with fair facilities and fair
<hances of finding a market for his pro-
duets, will make a home not only for him-
self and hiz family, but for generations to
come, It is my conviction that we can settle
a big population there, that the place will
rapidly grow and extend, and add to the re-
sourees and wealth of this country, and that
it will assist in the develepment of omne of
the finest harbours on the coast. Then, in-
stead of that Jand, isolated as it is there, we
will find throngh the blessings of agricul-
tural cultivation, a flotilla on our coast, and
tverlasting visits of ships which will make
our country rich and powerful from one ex-
tent to the other just as America has be-
come, almost it might be said in the conrse
of a lifetime. I am speaking, of course, of
North America, I was 2 boy in Canada
when the people were speaking of Manitoba
as one of the digtant wilds, when it was a
great thing to risk to go out there to settle,
or to go ont there as a policeman at an out-
post. Now we find enormous cities right out
in the heart of the country, and away to the
Pacific coast. Why cannot we procced with
a similar policy here? ANl that has hap-
pened in the course of my lifetime in Can-
ada. T have made inquiries regarding that
wonderful progrvess, and on my recent trip
to America it was astounding to me to find
the epormons growth that had taken plaee,
and all by the pursnance of the policy of
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cultivation, of settling people on the land,
and by sending them out farther. If we
pursue that poliey here, we shall within the
course of the lives of some of those who are
listening to me now, have at Esperance an
important seaport and we shall open up
right along the coast through to Israelite
Bay, and right to the borders of South Aus-
tralia, enormous areas for cattle raising. It
will add to the welfare of this State beyond
computation. It only means that we must
apply ourselves to our task and be fair and
just in our treatment of every part of the
State.

The BONORARY MINISTER (Hon, P.
E. 8. Willmott—Nelson—in reply) [8.2]: 1
want to reply briefly to some of the ques-
tions and statements that have been made
by wvarious hon. members when speaking to
this vote. Never in my Parliamentary ex-
perience have I seen so much interest shown
in the debate on this departinent. It is in-
deed pleasing at such a time as this, to
know that members of this Chamber are
taking such a deep interest in the work of
this department. The opinions of members
naturally vary. It was rather amusing to
hear the ieader of the Opposition trouncing
the member for Moore (8ir H. B, Lefroy)
on his opinion of experts. The member for
Moore stated that the great factor was the
man, gso far as the land was concerned; t
expert had very little to do with it.

Hon. P, Collier: There are over 20 in the
department. -

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member says that the expert is necessary.
I, too, believe that the expert is necessary,
but if the wrong man is on the land, the
expert will never make a farmer of him.
That, of course, is patent to everyonec. But
if the officer iz am expert and can impart
the knowledge he has to the farmers, in
other words, if he is fit to hold his posi-
tion, that man is of inestimable value to the
agricultural industry. We have many ex-
perts in this department. Let us take ths
case of the fruit industry. We have experts
there, and have had for a very considerable
time. These officers have been of the
greatest possible advantage to the fruit
grower.,

Mr. Davies:
much.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I will ad-
mit that, The chief inspector draws a pal-
try pittance for the work he performs, 1
admit that that is the case, and could wish
that he was drawing a very much larger
salary.

My. Smith: Why 3¢ not you inerease his
salary?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am not
the Minister for Agriculture; ¥ am repre-
genting the Minister for Agriculture in this
Chamber,

Hou. P. Collier: In other words, your ecol-
leagues are responsible.

You do not pay them very
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Houn, T. Wglker: I hope the Minister
kunows what you are saying.

- The ILONORARY MINISTER: TUp to a
fow years ago the fruit growers im  this
Staute packed their fruit as they thought
fit. Each man thought his method was the
best. The expert eamé along and introduced
methods  absolutely  revolutionising  the
whole business, showing how we could make
far more ont of our industry. The result
to-day is that Western Avstralian fruit om
the London market is regarded as the finest
and best packed, and secures the highest
prices. Unfortunately, as I mentioned when
introducing the vote, we have a fixed price
for fruit in Lomdon, which means that we in
Western Australia are not getting what we
should for a very much better artiele than
that placed on the London market from the
other States. 'We have other experts in
wool, wheat, dairying, and so on, and, from
what I ean gather, they are performing
very geod work. I would be sorry indeed
to see any opinion go forward from this
Chamber indicating that the experis are nse-
less.

Hon, P, Collier: Aud we have a pounltry
evpert who is getting £234 a year.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The mem-
ber for Kanowna (Horn. T. Walker) is an
optimist so far as hig part of the country is
soncerned. I know that country pretty well
T have put in months there travelling, not
by areoplane or roghing throngh by motor
car, but journeying over the roads in the
early days of the goldfields, when I had to
go 20, 30, and 40 miles east and wesi look-
ing for water. I have a good knowledge of
the country, such as few men in this State
have to-day, and I bear ont what the hon
member says, that we have an enormons
territory thera that will prove to be one of
the greatest wheat-producing areas in West-
ern Australia. The trouble is that where
the very best country is north of the mallee
belt, the rainfall so far has been too light.
South and west of that portion, there is an
enormous territory. West of the Esperance-
Norseman road there is a territory ‘‘on its
own,”’ which, in years to come, will, 1
think, earry an encrmous population, and
may even [ulfil that predietion so eloquently
made by the hon. member for Kanowna
when Esperance will develop into an enorm-
vus centre,

Mr. Tohnston: What about the railway?

The HONQRARY MINISTER: The hon.
member knows very well that the question
of the railway cannot be discussed during
this debate.

Mr. Johnston:
depends upon it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member for Kanowna 2aid that the Govemn-
ment had dorne nothing in the work of elear-
ing land for returned scldiers.

Hon, T. Walker: T did not sav quite that.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member said that farms on which the land
waa cleared were bought and the soldiers
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placed thereon. That has been done in
many cases, but we have cleared thonsands
of acres of green timher country for them,
and thousands of acres more would have
heen eleared if we could have seenred men,
machinery, and explosives at something
like 2 cost which the man taking up the
land wounld have some chance of paying.
That is the whole trouble. Our clearing
costs have gome up by 75 per cent.,, whieh
means that that increase has to be added to
the price of land, and it is almost like @
heart-breaking task to ask them to shoulder
ihe burden until such time as we can reduce
thia cost, .

Hon, T. Walker: The Esperance
wauld not entail such a cost.

The HONQRARY MINISTER: Bui we
cannot all go to Esperanee. The kon, mem-
ber says that in Canada they pushed out
and tried to settle the whole country. We
must tty to do the same thing here, and
there iz no greater believer in decentraliss-
tion in this State than I am. But, with a
paltry population such as we have in West-
ern Australia, the task confronting us is a
gigantic one.

Mr. Teesdale: And we have no Canadian-
Pacific railway to back us up.

The MONORARY MINISTER: The mem-
her for Williams-Narrogin made a statement
regarding the Narrogin State farm, that
the committee had been instructed by the
Government to confine their efforts regarding
the proposed mew agricultural farm or college
to an ares within 20 miles of Spencer’s
Brook, I have exgmined the files in an en-
deavour to find where that hon. member got
his information, So far as T Lnow, th~
information is entirely incorrect. No such
instructions were piven.

Mr. Griffiths: Tt was generally
stood that that was so.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That may
be so, but T do not know on what that: gen-
cral understanding was based,

Mr. Johnston: I got it from a member of
the commitire, '

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
know where sneh an instruction conld come
from. It may. of course, havg been verbal,
but T do not think that any such instruetion
has been given. It would be a most extra-
ordinary instruction to give. The member
for Kalgoorlie made a statement recardin -
freichts or fruit. Someone, he said, had
given him the figures, and T understand it
was a fruit grower from Mt. Barker. Hae
stated that the freight on a case of fruit to
Tordon was 15 6d, Let me say, T wish to
God it was. The freight on one case of fruit
to T.ondon is Ss. '

Mr. Harrison: Is that an average?

The HONORARY MINISTER: That ia
the freight. It is not a matter of average,
hut a definitelv fixed freight. At the present
time we are threatened with a rige in that
freight. Where it is going to end, I do not
know. The frvit growers, as I have already
indicated, are faced with the position that

areal

under-
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there is a fixed price on the London market,
and the cost of growing a case of fruit and
sending it from the orchard in Western Aus.
tralia to the purchasers in London is 18s.
Mr, Bmith: Where is the ‘‘Kangaroo’’?
The HONORARY MINISTER: She is not
insplated, and has no refrigerating space.
Therefore she iz perfectly useless for earry-
ing fruit. 1 am sorry that the hon. member
for Kalgoorlic did not give me the name of
the gentleman who gave him this informa-
tion, becanse there is nothing worse for a
member of Parliament to earry about than
wrong information. To come to this House

and make a statement backed up by the auth-.

ority of an orchardist that it costs ls. Gd,
to send n case of fruit to London when it
really costs 8s., is wisleading the House,

Hon, . Collier: T believe he came from
Bridgetown.

The HONORARY MINIRTER: We have
all sorts of people there, but none foolish
enough to make such a statement.

Mr. Munsie: He is probably one of those
orchardists who do not grow fruit.

The HONORARY MINISTER: FProbably
that is the position. The member for Gas-
coyne (Mr, Angelo) said that it was a stand-
ing disgrace that fruit was not on the din-
ner table at Parliament House, and that
our fruil was uot put to better use for ad-
vertising purposes. 1 entirely agrce with
him, but I remember when ws did have fruit
on the table. Why it was stopped I do mot
know.

Mr. Munsie: That was only when a couple
of cases were sent up as a gift.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 agree
that cur people should eat more frait. It
is an extraordinary thing that, as ‘‘Pusay-
foot’’ Johngson says, the man who likes
whisky will not touch fruit. The member
for Swan (Mr. Nairn) emphasised ecertain
wanfs of the soldiers settled in his distriet.
That iz a matter for the Repatriation De-
partment, and does not come under this
vote; and therefore I shall not deal with it,
The member for York (Mr, Griffiths) gave a
most interesting address on the subject of
agrieulture, more especially with reference to
our second class lands, I may inform the
hon, member that investigations on the sub-
ject have been going on and are going on,
and will go on as long as we have money
for the purpose. As to the wodgil lands in
partieular, there is danger in sending a Gov-
ernment officer around to tell the seitlers
what to do—danger hecause we ecannot be
thoroughly sure that be is right. In the past
the inspectors were instructed to tell the
settlers to go on with their wodgil land, that
it was the essiest land te clear, and that
it was good land when cleared. The result
wag that a good deal of wodgil land was
cleared, and eventually was found to be
worthless. The settlers continued eultivating
that jand year after year, hecause they were
told that if they turned it over and sweet-
ened it, it would beeome good land.
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Hou. I*, Colier: There is something wrong
with the expert who recommends the culti-
vation of such land year after year without
finding out that it is no good.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The expert
was inisled, .

Hon. P. Uollier: Whe led him, or misled
him ?

The 1MTONORARY MINISTER: The people
of the distriet.

Hon. P, Collier: He was taking adviee
from the farmers, was he?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Dees not
the expert always take advice from the farm-
ere? How does an expert get his knowledge?
He gets certain knowledge theoretically, and
then he goes to the practical man and asks,
“* How docs my theory compare with practice?’”
Hon. members will recollect the heantiful
pletographs of wodgil land showing fine-
crops of oats and other fodders, which photo-
graphs convinced the public that wodgil
country would grow oats, and, for another
thing, rape.

Hon. P. Collier: Now wodgil is good dairy
land, T believe.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Since then
it has been discovered that these photographs
were not taken on wodgil Jand. That is the
point. Those crops were grown on land bor-
deving on wodgil country. The land had been
cleared hefore the expert saw it, and he ae-
cepted the word of the people on the spot. T
took the troubles to study those protographs
very carefully, and T noticed that a well up-
standing crop of rape, for instance, dim-
inished gradnaily to nothing as it ran into
the wodgil eountry. When it got right into
that country, the crop disappeared altogether.
The report further stated that if farmers
would have patience and would carefully cul-
tivate the wodgil land for six or seven years,
then they would find it growing osts and
grass. Any praetical farmer, of course, wounld
tern down such a proposition very quizkly.

Hon. P. Collier: Who told the farmers
that? The expert?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is in
the report. We know that in such a case the
return, to be profitable, would need to be
something like 20 hushela to the acre selling
at something like 13s, 6d. per bushel. I am
glad to say that owing to the representations.
of the member for York (Mr. Griffithg) and
other hon. members the Lands Department
have dealt sympathetically with the unfortu-
nate holders of wodgil land, who in' conse-
quence are now in a very mmch better posi-~
tion.

Hon. T. Walker:
for wodeil lJand yet?

The HONORARY MINISTER: At one
time it was thought that all wodgil land was.
the same, But that is not so. There are
four or five varieties of wodgil land. There
is poison in all of them, but the amount of
poison varies. Land on which wodgil grows
in conjunction with other timbers is some-
times fromr passable fo fair. Pure wodgil

Have yon found a use
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land seems to be perfectly useless. We have
to find out wiry it is useless. .

Mr, Griffiths: The cultivation of wodgil
land was not brought about by the expert,
‘but by one of the inspectors.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tt was
originally brought about by one of the ex-
perts, whe adrised the inspecters. The mem-
ber for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) seemed
dubious as to fruit growers being able to ob-
tain froit cases to market their produets this
year. A deputation waited upon the Premier
last week in this connection, when ofe gentle-
man made the statement that the fruit-
growers need not worry as the firm of Pater-
son & Co. conld supply all the cases required.
T am rather doubtful whether that prophecy
will prove correct, but I am sure that the
Minister for Works will sce that the State
- . wawmills wilt do all that is posgible to, provide
eases. Regarding the draimage of the Secott
River, in the far south, in the neighbourhood
of the Blackwood River, reports have come to
hani, and next summer levels will be taken
to verify the reports and to determine
whgther the bar can be removed and thus the

Jarge tract of country to the .north of the -

‘Beott River drained. In that case we shall
have available a fine area fit for dairying
and froit erops. With regard to lime, I have
previously made a statement of what is being
. done. T may add that the company operat-
ing at Lake Clifton are bound, under an Aect
passed by this Parliament, to supply lime in
the natural state at 10s. and crushed at 12s.
per ton on trucks at Waroona. I understand
‘that the company are prepared to reduce the
price of 10s, to 73, if the Governmenf are
prepated to carry the lime free over the rail-
wayd. Now, to carry a ton of lime from
Waroona to say Bridgetown costs about 4a.
6Q. It does not take much of 4 mathematieian
to recognise that if.a farmer can get his lime
for 4s. 6d4. per ton Igss than he is now pay-
ing, he ecan afford to wuse more, lme.
I de¢ not know that the scheme has yel
reached the Government in & econcrete
form, but- when it does it will. receive every
consideration. In reply fc the remarks of
the member for Sussex regarding dingoes
and vermin hoards, T can only say that the
districts which are free from dingoes are in-
clined to be selfish. However, I have noted
the hon. member’s remarks and shall bring
them under the notice of the Minister con-
trolling the department. The discussion of
this vote, which has lasted .over several sit-
tings, must now have covered every item;
and therefore I trust that the vote will be
pagsed by the Committee withont further
debate. )
. General debate concluded; items diseussed
ag follow: .
Ttemn, Under Seceretary, £648:

- Mr. JOHNSTON: TIs it the intention of
-the Government to resumie the publication of
the ‘¢‘Agrienitural - Journal’’ in connection
with this department. which eosts £67,000
per . annum? The department contains a
large  number of - experts, headed by the
Under, Secretary, and. that gentleman might

949

well attach to the duties of his position the
editorship of the ‘! Agricultural Journal* if
it is re-established. In the absence of the
journal there is no medium of communieca-
tion other than correspondence between the
department and the farmers and settlers.

Hon, P. Collier: Does not the ‘‘Primary
Producer” fill the billt

Mr. JOHNSTON: If the Government can-
not afford to publish ar *‘Agrienltural
Journal’? of their own, they might well con-
aider the advisableness of obtaiming one or
two pages of the *‘Primary Producer’’ -every
week. I thank the leader of the Opposition
ior the suggestion,  However, I hope the
journal will be re-established. Ag things
are now, every farmer or settler who is ad-
vised, has to be advised separately by letter;
and when another man requires the same
information, it has to be given by corre-
spondence over again, The journal would..be
filed by the farmers, and thus the advice of
the' experts would be gvailable on the farm
to be torned up when required. Tt seems to
me that the country is not justified in spend-
ing some £67,000 annvally on the department
while saving £1,500. or less per annum by
refustung to publish the journal, which would
bring the adviece of all the departmental ex-
perta within the reach of every farmer and
every settler once a week or once a fortnight.
1 helieve the farmera would be prepared to
pay 53 or 10s. a year for the journal, and
thus meet its full cost, exaetly as they pay
the full eost of everything they receive,
. The HONORARY MINISTER: Last year
the department issued 8,000 bulleting and
pamphlets, so that the hon. member is not
justified in saying that information is given
Just to ome individual by letter and is then
lost to the four winds of heaven. What he
has said about the journal I will bring under

. the notice of the Minigter.

Hon. P. Collier: Who i3 the Minister?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr. Cole-
batch. '

Hon, P, Collier:
‘ {".Hansard‘ rr

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am .not
responsible for ‘Hansard.’' However, 1
will bring the matter under the notice of
the Minister, Poseibly it will he found
better to publishh the information in the
form of a journal than to issue so many
hulieting,

Mr, UNDERWQOD: The Minister has
told us that the experts have to get their
information from the farmers. Then the
member for Williams-Narroginc wants the
experts to put that information into a jour-
nal and send it back to the farmers. I think
ttat before spending any considerable sum
of money on this business we might appoint
a Royal Commission to go into it. The idea
of publishing for the Henefit of farmers a
jewrnal containing infermation ' from ‘the
formers, does. not seem, to be very useful,

_ Item, Messengers, £120; " .
Mr. LUTEY: Thisvseems a very -small

sum. for three messengers. ' Are uniforms pro-

vided for thoge lads? - . ohpg

It does not say so in
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The HONORARY MINISTER: Those
messengers are little boys just from school,

Hon, P. Collier: Rising experts!

The HONORARY MINISTER : Their
work is not arduous. They wear no uni-
forms. They are pretty well paid for their
services.

Ttem, Caretaker, £144:

Mr. JONES: Apparently this man is be-
ing horribly sweated. Does the officer get
any other emolument?

The HONORARY MINISTER: This is
a very old servant. Ile lives on the premises.
He has quarters and firing and light, Con-
sidering tlc duties he has to perform, he is
pretty well raid.

Mr. JOXFS: He has been on That salary
for some years past, whereas everybody else
bas had a rise. I ask the Minister to con-
sider whether he cowdd not give this officer a
small increase in salary.

Ttem, Chief Inspector of Rabbits, £528:

Mr. JOHNSTON: What policy do the
Government intend to pursue in respect of
rabhit trapping? Are we to continue to
prevent the trapping of rabbits as much as
possible, and allow the metropolitan com-
munity to import part of our rabbit supplies
from South Anstralia? To the best of my
belief we have more rabbits than has South
Australin.  Again, on last year’s Estimates
was an amount of £3,711 for the eradication
of rabbits ou abandoned farmk That item
has been cuot out.

The Honorary Minister: You will find it
under item No. 104.

Ttem, Irrigation Expert, £456:

Mr, SMITH: The Minister touched very
lightly om irrigation. He should give us a
little more information on the gubject. We
are spending a fair amount of money on irri-
gation officers’ salaries and in other ways,
The only extensive irrigation work ecarried
out by the Government is that at Harvey,
where they have completely ruined the or-
chards by installing a wrong system.

The Minister for Works: They have done
nothing of the sort.

Mr, SMITH: Well, they have roined the
orchards, at any rate. TIf any orchardist at
Harvey is asked whether his orchard has been
ruined by the Government——

Hon. P. Collier: He will say yes, because
the orchardists are refusing to pay their
rates.

Mr. SMITIT: Quite right too. The ays-
tem was forced on them and, in my opinion,
they ought to hbring an action against the
Government for having ruined their or-
chards. However, T should like to know the
policy of the Government in this respect.

Mr. Munsie: Why, do yon want to estab-
lish schemes elsewherz for the ruination of
more orchards?

The AONORARY MINISTER: We have
Mr. Scott and his assistant. Those two offi-
cers have been kept ecxeedingly busy during
the last three ycars, not so mueh on big
schemes as on giving individual farmers prae-
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tical advice. They have saved the soldiers
alone many thousands of peunds, Soldiers
on certain blocks wanted to go in for an ex-
pensive scheme with pipes, but Mr, Scott
went down and showed them that it could be
done by contour echannels, thus suving the
price of the pipes and their laying. In my
opinion those two officers have worked harder
than any other two men in the service. They
have given a great deal of satisfaction to all
with whom they dave come into contact.
Certainly they have saved the farmers many
thousand} of pounds.

The MINISTER }OR WORES: The
member for North Perth referred te the
Harvey irrigation scheme. TLet me say in
auswer to his eharge that there are more ap-
picants for water down there than we can
supply,

Iton. P. Collier: I am glad to hear that,
because it was our Government who installed
the sehieme.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As for
the scheme having been forced on the distriet,
the hon. member is misinformed. He is quite
wrong. His bringing of it forward in this
way is done merely with the idea of embar-
rassing the Government. The hon. member
gets up and talks a lot of claptrap merely
with the purpose of catching a little popu-
larity, but the statement he makes is quite
wrong, -

Mr, Smith: At all events T am not stand-
ing for your electorate.

The MINISTER FOR WIORKS: And if
vou were it would not give me much uneapi-
ness. But inside and outside the House the
bon. member i3 regarded as & man of con-
siderable commercial experience, and there-
fore any words he may utter are likely to
carry weight. BSeeing that certain action is
pending, for him to stand up here and say
that, the Government have ruined the or-
chards at Harvey is cerfainly not diplomatie,
The latest report we have from Harvey shows
that they want more water than the scheme
can supply and, in consequence, the scheme
will have to be enlarged. The mistake, if
auy, made at Harvey was that the orchards
were laid out hefore the irrigation scheme
was put down. It is undulating country and
the water passes over the higher Jand and
gets into the lower land which is not drained.
It is idle for the hon. member to make such
statements and give himself and the Govern-
ment away in the manner he has done.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am pleased the
Minister for Works has corrected the state-
wment made by the member for North Perth.
T should not like it to go forth that the irri-
gation scheme at Harvey, which was installed
during the time the Labour Government were
in office, had resulted in ruin to the orchard-
ists.

Ay, Bmith:
orchard use.

Hon., P. COLLLIER: 1 faney that allega-
tions, similar to those made by the hon. mem-
ber, were made some time agoe st Harveyr

The water is not intended for
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when the Minister for Works and some of his
officers were there,

The Minister for Works:
threshed out down there.

.. Hon, P. COLLIER: I should like the
Minister to inform hon. members what
amount of water rates is outstanding.

The Minister for Works: De you net
know?

Hon. P, COLLIER: I know. Tt was stated
in Harvey that these allegations were the
reason for the rates not being paid. No doubt
the residents are satisfied with the scheme
. .now, and will be able to pay their outstand-
ing rates

Ttem, Dairy and pig expert, £360:

Mr., UNDERWOOD: I should like to

know why there is an increase in this ifem
-—from £310 "to €360,
ufficer do? We could scareely expeet a man
worth his salt to work for £360 a year. Pos-
gibly he is » man who failed at the business
himself and now thinks he can teach others.
Tf a man were an expert at dairying and Pig
raising he should, by following that avoca-
tion, be able to make considerable more than
tlus sum. ]
- The HONORARY MINISTER: The name
of this officer is Hampshire. He was em-
ployed for portion of last year, and this
year is being provided for throughout the
12 months. He is an excellent officer and
has done good work in regard to butter fae-
tories. e is lhighly spoken of. The Stato
butter production this year is 2% million
Ibs, and ne doubt this officer had something
to c]o with’ that.

- Ttem,
£384:

Mr. PICKERING. What are the duties
of this officer? The salary appears to be ex-
tremely small. We may take this as an in-
dication of the relative value the department
places on the South-West as compared with
the wheat. belt, the Coinmissioner for which
receives £706 a year. The Government are
always szbymg that the future of the State
_lies in the 'developmént of the Sonth-West,
and vet on the Estimates the earuestness of
the Goverument is dissipated by the amounts
shown as being paid to officers employed
there. There shonld be a snecial officer set
apart for the deve]opment of the Sounth-West
to make it ready for the immigrants that are
coming here.

.The Honorary Minister: I do not see

what immigration bas to do with this iftem.
. Mr. Munsie: You will see from the foot-
note that this officer also receives £360 a
year for anothei position.

Mr: PICKERING: 1 hope the Government
will do something to specially reeognisze the
importance of the South-West.

ltem, Experimentalist and science master,
Narrogin School of Agriculture, £180:

Mr. JOHNSTON: This officer has a high
sounding title and yet only receives £180 a
vear. He is in charge of 44 boys and hun-

It was all

Officer, in' charge froit industries,

WAt Work “does” this ~—
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dreds of different’ wheaf plots. Last year
his salary was ineluded in the farm wages.
This year be’ gets a speeial title, but ap-
parently his salary is reduced.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T have
not much information about this officer ex-
cept that he was employed Auring the lafter
portien of last year, and was paid from the’
wages item. T will make inquiries and in-
form the hon. memher,

Ttem, Tneidentals, £3,300:

Mr. SMITH: I should like an explanation
as to the large inerease in this item from -
£4,208 last year. Tt will be remembered that
the House carried this resolution on the 12th
November last—

That the Hose is of opinion that the

Treasurer,.selen: prosanting lhis -Bstimates.-
in foture should separate departmental ex.
peuditure on rent, postage, and telegrams,
stationery, printing; travelling, and motor-
cars, and specify same as items.
Tt is dve to the Committee that the Minister-
should give some explanation, paiticularly-
in view of the fact that there has been such.
an increase in the vote.

The HONORARY MINISTER: '_I‘hé itein .
covers the whole of the administration ex--
penges of the depa-rtm’ent, it ‘mot salaries,
The increased provision is necessary to per-
mit of the large staff of experts to travel
about the country to exercise the funetions of”
their various oftices. The pelicy of the de-
partment is te keop the experts outside-
instead of in the office, where they do not do
mich good. The dairy cxpert is provided
with a moter car, and 1a.1]way fares have-
been increased by £200, owing to tickets
having to be taken out- instead of passes, ag-
before. .

Mr. SMITH: I am rnot satisfied with the-
Minister’s explanation. The resolution ecar:-
ried last year stated definitely that the itema-
ha to be specified, and this is the only
department that has not carried out the im-
struction. The Committee should not aceept
the explanation of the Minister; it is a very -
lame one, to say the least of it.

ANGELO: We find that there is an
inereaae in the vote of £1,300, and that no-
partienlars ave given. The Honorary Min-
ister has not been treated fairly by the Min-
ister in charge of the department. We have
had very little information supplied, and the-
division should be postponed for further con-

.gsideration until we get that information from

the Minister. I have already stated, and I~
repeat it, that it ia a wmistake to have a.
statutory Minister in another Houvse, I will
support the member for North Perth if he -
moves a reduction in the vote.

Mr. MUNSIE: TIf the Honorary Minie-
ter has nn further information to give us
he m1g-}|t say so. [ would like to know how
it is mtenﬂcﬂ to spend the £5.000, and how -
much of it is intended for travelling expenses.
He might also tell ns the reason for the in-
creased cost of the tickets that were pur->-
chased. ' .
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The Ho:;orary ‘Minigter:
for £200,

Mr. MUNSIE: Then what about the re-
maining £5,100¢

The Honorary Minister:
about the motor car.

That ‘aceounts

I have told you

Mr, MUNSIE: How much has been spent’

oun motor carsy There is an ;tem in the list
‘“motor car h‘ire," and another ‘“sundry
stores and repairs,’”” How much has been
gpent in cleéaning and other chargest [If the
Minister has mot the information. he. shonld
gt ik

+ The HOVORARY MINISTER The boxn-

mittes have been given all the information 1
have. I have pointed out where the in-
creases have ocecufred. The desire of the
department. is to keep the experts out in-
stead of having them hanging about Perth.
A-motor car has been provided for the dairy
expert, while other cars are provided for. the
other experts, The days of horses and traps
haye gone. Travelling by such means is cer-
tejnly - not in the- interests of the depart-

ment, I regret I cannot give hon. mem-
hers details,
Mr. JOHNSTON: Very little considera-

tion has been given to the motion whieh was
passed by the House last year. The mem-

- ber for North Perth has acted wisely .in
directing attention to this matter. The
* Premier made a clear and unreserved pro-
mise that wheén the Estimates were
gented agam, the details, as stipulated in
the’ resolutmn whwh was carried, would be
given.'

The Minister for Works:
déne’ in’ most tases,

Mr. JOENSTON: That may be so in the
deﬁ'ar'tment controlled by the Minister for
Works. - His department always sets an: ex-
:ample to the others in the strvice. While
I was speaking on the resolution passed last
-year, the Premier said, ‘‘I have already

That has been

p]'DIlllSGd that detailed information will be-
given hext year: *7 1 replied that the pro--

mise would mdet the wishes of hon. mem-
‘bers and that further comment was: there

fore unnecessary.
The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: If ho-.

memhbers will turn to page 29 they will findl.

that under the heading of ‘‘Contingencies’’
what the Premier promised to do has been
«carried out,
‘the heading- of ‘‘Minister for Lands’’ it
-will be found that the same bhmg ‘has been
-done there.

MT. Smith: We are not complaining about - the Minister.

“those departmeuts
The MINISTER FOR WQREKS: Under
+he headmg of ¢‘Qplonial Tréasurer’’ - the

4{nstruction has also been darried out. In-

regard to the Department of Agrieunlture,
‘however, the mattet has, apparently been
over]ooked

Mr. Smith: They have 1gnored ‘the ingtrue’ !

hons of the House.’

T,he ‘MINISTER FOR WORKS: People'

-arg,, apt_ to make mlstakes at ‘times.  IF

hqn memhers w;ll Jogk t.hrough the Est.l-_

pro-

If they turn to page 85, under
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mates, they will see that the undertaking of
the Premier has been carried out in every
instance except this ome. That shows that
the wishes of the House have not been de-
liberately ignored as some hon. members
would have the Committee believe.

Mr, ANGELO: I have no intention of
allowing the item to go through without a
protest. If the Minister will agrec to ad-
journ the further consideration of the divi-
sion T will be 'content. If he is not prepared
to do that, T shall move an amendment. At
any rate I will move an amendment, but 1-
will withdraw it if the unﬂertakmg I de-
sire is given by the Minister. I move—

That the item be reduced by £1,300.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I am
certain the member for Gascoyne and -the
member for North Perth have no desire to
embarrass the Government in e¢dnnection’
with this matter. : '

Mr. Angelo: We only want information.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But ag 1
have pointed out already, this iz the only
department which ‘has failed to supply the
information. ’

Mr., Angelo: That makes us suspmwus,
there may be something to hide.

The MINISTER FOR W:QRKS: It is'one
off those things that must have slipped
through carelessly.

Mr. Munsie: What is wrong with post-
poning the further consideration of the
division until we get the informationt .

The MINTSTER ¥OR WOREKS: We have.
hardly made a start with the Estimateg, and
it is our desire to push .on. If there had
been evidence on the part of other depart-
meénts that the resolution of the House
passed last year. had been flouted, I could
undergtand the step which has been taken.
In this ecease, however, the omission has
been an accidental one, and no doubt the
Minister will take the proper steps fo see
that a similar thing will not oceur -again.

Mr.. Angelo: And in the meantime the
vote is parsed.
Mr. Smith: T cannot trust them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
member for North Perth cannot trust the
Minigters who are dealing with the matter
now, he will have an opvortunity to do so
next session, if the propheey of the leader
of the Opposition and his supporters is éar-
ried ‘out, of trosting othérs.

Mr. Smith. I did not say I did not trust
T szid ‘the officers of the de-
partment. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS The offi-
cerd of “the departmefit have either not seem
thé réeolution referred to or may mnot have
thought it as-important as it really is.

Mr. Smith: Well; we will teach them.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: It does
nof avail anything taking an action like this,
either by postnonmg the Estunates or eut-
ting out £1 300 Such 8 course is too sen—i
ous. !
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Mr. Smith: Tt is not so serious as ignor-
ing the decision of the House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
ber for North Perth is like one of those little
terriers who ' come from his country.  He
hangs on and will not let go.

The CHATRMAN: Order! -
discussing terriers.

.Thé MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
there has been no attempt on the part of the
'Government to ignore the decision of the
House, is proved by the fact that in every
other department the information desired is
given.

"Hon. P. Collier:

We' are not

It looks as if thiz parti-

cular Minister had set out to defy the
House. .
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 'That.is

- -not go; of course. - If“the leader -of the Op+

position: had had no experience as a Minig-
ter, I eould understand him saying that. He
has been a Minister and khows that no Min-
ister would attempt to ignore the wishes of
the House in this way. -

Hon, P. Colher
know.”

.The MINISTER FOR WORKS I know
some are- autocratie, but it iz mot our ex-
perience in this House,

. Mr. TEESDALE: If we were not so close
to an eleetion there would be nothing of thiy
sort going on. It is altogether gmall and
trivial, There are many items to be dealt
with and if we spread this amount over
over a number of ‘them, it will work out- at
about £10 each.
hon. membera can waste their time over such-
a frivial matter as this. It is nothing more

+ mor less than an .attempt to. stay the progress
of the House over a paltry matter thaf is mot
worth the time lost. .

- 'Mr, ANGELO: T agree that there may he
20 items over which this £1,300 may be

spread, but the faet remains that ome item’

may take up most of that amount. Hoew are
we to know -that there is not some partlcular
item involved in this amount?’

Mr, Teesdale: Perhaps somebody got a
nmwotor car out of it.
. Mr. ANGELO: Unless we get. the informa-
tion, I contend that the Committee has not
got a fair deal

Amendment put and negatived, ]

Mr. SMITH: I have -not done with this
item yet. The idea of the Minister “for
Works is to gloss over the item, saying that
it is perhaps 2 mistake on the part of some-
one- in the department. I believe that-if an
officer in the
empted to do such a thing as this, ignoring
the desire of the House, he would be sent
ahout his business. It might perhaps be un-
wise to reduee this item by the amount of
£1,300. . but I .wish to protest against the
resolution,of ‘the House being flouted. I in-.
tend to move that the discussion of this item
he postnrmed until this information is sup-
plied to us.

- There are some, you .

I do not understand how-

_ influence & single vote.

Minister’s department at_

Fa
Certain re—arrangements have
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The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member can-
not move in that direction. He can move
to postpone the consideration of “the item
until the end of the Estimates so that the-
Minister may have an opportunity of supply--
ing the information.

Mr. SM’ITH I move—

That the further consideration of t]na
item be postponed.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member-
wishes to have the information I have no de-
sire to keep it from ‘him. I bave no objee:
tion to the information being obtained. I
should have seen that the information was.
supplied on this oceasion, but it escaped my
notice. It is supplied in every other ease
and, in faet, we have been at considerable’

pains-to supply. particulars with all the in- -

formation that members asked for last year..
A great deal of information is contained in .
these Estimates and the leader of the Oppo-
sition need hardly ask for the publie ae-'
counts, for he can tell from these Estimates.
what was -spent_last year. -

Hon. P. Collier: They are a deelded im-
provement,’

The PREMIER: I do oot think Esnmates
were ever presented in better form.

"Mr. Munsie: Yon have reverted back to-
the old form.

The PREMIER: It is'a bhetter form. The-

. officera endeavoured to meet the wishes of

the House and not only réad ‘‘Hansard’’
but interviewed at least one member who-
was muech coneerned about the Estimates, in
order to meet fully the wishes of members of ©
thig Chamber,

Mr, Smith: You prqmised t,:his -in.t?qrmatiun‘
wouldl be available. It is a simple matter,

The PREMIER: I have no objection to-

postponing congideration -of -this item, T~

will produce photographs of all the. items-
dealt with if it will please-the hon. member.
I dornet know if the information that the -
hon, member 'is so anxious .tg. seeure will
I did promise to -
give this information and I have no objec-
tion to the postpomement in order that the
member for North Perth may have all the -
information that he desires.

Motion put and passed.

Ttem, State farms, Merredin, £2,073:

Mr. HARRISBON: Regarding the Me:z-
redin State farm, requests were made by -
a couple of road boards that faeﬂltles should
be given to the young farmeis’' in the -
distriet to _have the Tbenefit of the-
leetures. snmlar to those in other centres. '
Y .desire. to. know whether any ‘pravision
has been made to CATTY ¢ out their wishes for -
next seasor. 1 .motice that there is an in-
creagse of £25 on this vote and I would like -
to know what the expenditure is for

The HONORARY MINISTER : Fort-
nightly classes are being continued and the -
results for last year were very satasfactory.
been ' "made
extra* £85+

which it i& anticipated ' the -
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will cover. This small inerease is absolutely
neeessary.

- Item, Rabbit and other vermin eradicatiou
and upkeep of rabbit-proof femce, including
wages, £29,632:

Mr, PICKERING: I should like sowme in-
{ormation on this item. Last year there
was provision for some £3,000 for the lay-
ing of poison baits on Crown land and so on.

The Premier: That was from the Agri-
cultural Bank last year.

My, PICKERING: Has any provision
been made for assistance regarding the cap-
ture of dingoes?

The HONORARY MINISTER: So far as
dingoes are concerned, they are dealt with
under a different system. There is a snb-
sidy provided by the Government for the de-
struction of the peat. Last year the Gov-
ernment carried out work departmentally
and had abont GO0 poison carts operating.
These have been mow reduced te 14 under
the new system.

Mr. Pickering:
balaneef

The HONQRARY MINISTER: They have
been transferred to the vermin boards which
have been set up and this amount has been
reduced accordingly, The provisien this
year will enable 30 carts to be employed at
work for six mouths. The inereased cost
for materials, ete.,, has affected the position
regarding feneing.

Mr, LUTEY: This year 9,000 scalps were
paid for., I have reason to believe that it
i3 only the scalp and the strip right down
the back to the tail that is sent to the
department. T have received complaints
that the rest of the hides have been burned.
They are rather valuable skins and I want
to know whether people are being inducad
to send the whole skin along to the depart-
ment.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The ma-
jority of these dingoes are poisoned and con-
sequently the skin is destroyed, before being
found, by dsccmposition. In other ecases,
men secure the skin and get up to 1fs, fo-
it, in addition %o the subsidy obtaincl
tkrough the department.

Ttem, Flax industry, £50:

Mr. TEESDALE: I think £50 a paliry
sum to provide for establishing the flax in-
dustry in this State. While in England T
took consgiderable interest in this subject,
and visited experimental farms there and in
Ireland ‘where flax was being grown; and
I may add that I paid my own expenses.
Flax crops were grown in England for the
first time during the war, and they proved
of great vaine to the British Government at
a time when flax wag very difficult to ob-
tain. It was found that flax could be
grown successfully on soils which had proved
nasuitable for other crops. At the close of
the war flax wmills erected by the Govern-
ment for the preparation of fibre were taken
over by the farmers who had supplied the
preen flax to the mills. The farmers formed
themselves into syndieates to purchase the
faetories, and they are now treating their

What has become of the
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own flax. [ went very ecarefully mfo the
figures of a vompany called the Wessex Flax
Company Ltd., in Treland, whose share-
holders are principally small men. The vom-
repy recvive as mueh as £800 per ton for
their fibre after treatment. The whole pro-
ruet of a flax erop is asaleakle. 'The stalk
brings from £16 to £20 per ton, finding a
ready snle as feed for stock. The Wessex
Iax Company obtaine! a record price for
their produet; snd T had the pleasure of
disemsging the indugtry with their expert.
ife assured me that flax growing had com.
pletely transformed the prospects of farming
m that neighbourhood, and that farmers who
previougly had heen in comparatively poor
circomstances were now, thanks to flax
growing, approachng afffuence. I obtained
a quantity of flax seed at Home, after satis-
fying myself that it was seed swnitable for
Western Australia. I also made inquiries as
to the soil on which the flax is grown at
Home, and several Western Australians who
were in London at the time, and with whom
T compared notes, agreed with me that a
large area of land in this State should be
ritable tor flax growine. I wrge that the
Government should unrdertake experiments,
v hich wonld involve o great expense, as to
whether the flax-growing industry can be
cetablished Feve. No very great skill is re-
cuired, and the eultivation of flax is inex-
1ensive. I believe three crops a year are
obtained from Somersetshire lands, and pos-
aibly the same results might be secured here.
The Wessex Company assure me that they
are prepared to handle the whole of our pro-
duct and t¢ seeure us the highest price for
the quality of flax that we may supply. Out
of the dozen applicants whem I furnizhed
with small pareels of flax seed, not one has
vyet replied stating what results he has ob-
tained. I would be very pleased if the Agri-
rultiral Department would follow up my
humble efforts in this connection by ohtain-
ing another consigument of flax seed and
giving the matter the necessary publicity.
The HONORARY MINISTER: The
amount of £50 in this item is simply for
“igtributing flax aeed. There have been
~averal trials of growing flax in this State.
Many years ago it was grown in the Warren
distriet, and lately trials have Yeen made at
Nertham, where the fibre produced has
proved excellent. On the Chapman experi-
mental farm a certain area has been planted
with flax geed, in an eudeavour to obiain
absolutely clean seed for distribution. The
last lot of seed, which was obtaimed from
the Commonwealth, was very weedy and
congequently gave a great deal of trouble
in the cultivation of the erop. I appreciate
ali that has been said by the member for
Roebourne.
Ttem, Fxpenses of Committee of Iavesti-
gation of Mortality amongst Sheep, £50:
Mr. HARRISON: What was the ultimate
result of this committee’s investigations?
The HONORARY MINISTER: One mem-
ker of fhe committee, Professor Dakin, has
visited England and the Continent in pur-
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suance of the committes’s investigations,
2nd he has furnished a report. This sum ot
£30 ig for. the purpose of meeting the cost
of further investigations. The results so
far are somewhat indefinite.

Item, Herd testing, £200:

Mr. HARRISON: What is the reason for
the increase of £116 in this item? Do the
Government intend to test cattle for. indi-
vidual farmers?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The money
will be expended in testing dairy herds under
regulations adopted by the department. - Cer-
tain fees are recoverable for this work, but
they are insufficient to pay the full cost. It
18 also intended to provide £50 to pay sub-
sidies on a pound for pound basis to herd

has been assisted and promoted as far as
possible for some little time,-

Mr, Piekeriug: To what extent do you give

the poind for pound subsidy?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Not a very
Jarge amount is involved. T have alluded
to the great work that herd testing is doing
towards advancing the dairying industry in
this State. .
£2(]]:Eem, Experimental plots in South-West,

Mr. PICKERING: It seems to me that
£200 is not going to do very much work in
this connection.

Mr. Munsie: Only £33 was spent last year.

Mr. PICKERING: That shows how the
matter has been neglected. Experimental
Plots in the South-West, to be of any valne,
mnst be of a fairly large size.

_The Minister for Works: They are a fair
size, :

Mr.- PICKERING: Of what size are the
experimental plots here referred to?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The ex-

. perimental plots In question are on estab-

lished farms. A certain acreage is set
agide on a farm for the purpose of con-
ducting experiments, and the fanner carries
ont the experiments under the direction of
an inspector of the Agricultural Department.
These small experimental plots are working
very advantageously to the interests. of
orchardists and agriculturists generally—far
better than experiments condueted on one
big farm, as by having numerous small plots
coue obtaing different varieties of soil and
climate.

Mr. PICKERING: It would be well if
the policy of experimental plots were eox-
tended to parts of the State that are not yet
settled. We kpow that the Premier has
under consideration the settlement of large
areas in the South-West which have not yet
been tested for agricultere. Before those
areas are settled by immigrants or other-
wise, it wonld be advisable to opern up ex-
perimental farms of a considerable area on
them, The effeet would be to prevent seri-
ous Iosses being occasioned to new settlers,
and especially to immigrants, because of
their inexperience of that country.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: It has
been done already in several districts, some
of them in the hon, member’s electorate,

Item, Tobacco industry, £50:

Mr., TEESDALE: I should like to hear
from the Minister what it is intended to do
this year. The present price of tobaceo ren-

‘ders it advisable for the Government to give

the indwnstry every possible assistance. We
have soils suitable for tobacto enlfure. T
saw a successful experimental crop- in
Devonshire in rainfall very similar to that
of our South-West. Something shouid be
dene to retain the emormous .amount of money
sent out of the State annually to support
American tobaceo growers. If the Govern-
ment have no ‘seed of their own, I will
readily- supply - them with -all grades of first.
class seed which I brought from Ireland.
The HONORARY MINISTER: Owing to
the largely increased value of tobaeco, there
slionld be a field for its cultivation in West-
ern Australia. Seed has been obtained and
distributed, It is proposed to continue in
the direction of advising and assisting any-
one who iz prepared to try the experiment:
In some cases satisfactory resuits have been
obtained from practical experiments,

Vote (with the exception of Itemm 82)—
put and passed.

Department of Public Works and Build-
irgs (HMon. W. J. George, Minister).

Vote—Public Worke and  Buildings,
£116,463.

The MINISTER FPOR WORKS (Hon, W,
T. George—Murray-Wellington) [9.50]: The
total expenditarve last year under the heading
of Public Works and Buildings was £439,244
made up as follows—Loan, £271,228, revenue
£116,488, trust £51598, total £439,244, In
addition to this expenditure from votes
the department expended £5,584 which
was charged against the votes of other
departments: Also for the Commonwealth
Government we expended £54,392 and for the
wheat marketing scheme and other items we
expended £8,740. Thus the total expenditure
of the department for last year was a little
over half a million. On the revenue HEsti-
mates of last year the detailed items of worka
showed an egstimated expenditure of £114,448
plus £10,000 in salaries, or £124,448. We ex-
pected that on the 30th Juhe, 1920, there
would be an under draft on account of worka
not being completed of £9,448, but the actual
expenditure including salaries was £116,448,
which was £1,488 in excess of the amount
voted. Part of this was in conssquence of
extra amounts being paid in wages in con-
nection with the ratlway award delivered in
November last; also in connection with the
visit of the Prince of Wales heavy expendi-
ture had to be undertaken at Government
House. A sum of £1000 was voted for the
purpese but to the end of Junme we ex-
pended £2,876. On the présent year’s
Estimatés if we are able to complete all
the works listed by the 30th June
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next, the expenditure will total £130,-
178 including salaries. 'We are asking
_ for a vote of £116,463. In regard to salaries
after allowing for the sum of £2676, the
amount advanced to officers in respéct of the
strike period, the sum of £57,148 is required
for the current financial ‘year as against
£56,291 spent during the previous 12 months:
This increase is. represented by statutory in-
creases to officers up to £324 pending classi-
fication. Only £11,463 has been charged
against public works revenume items generally
for the current finaneial year, as against
£11,049 spent last year.
is not acconnted .for by increases in salaries
of officers drawing up to £324, but a charge
against revenne FEstimates was decreased
owing to heavier expenditure on Government
Property Trust and on Loan items generally,
including goldfields water supply. As against
the £11,463 salaries proportioned-to the pub-
lic works .section of the Estimates and the
£3,250 set down for incidentals, it is antiei-
pated we ghall receive recoups by way of
eommission from other sources to the extent
of £5,500, the amount actually received last
Year having been £5,828. On page 67 of the
Estimates wil! be found a foot note showing
that we received last year commission for ser-
viees rendered to the Commonwealth £3,071,
from the wheat marketing scheme £241, and
for other items £1,447, or a total of £4,759,
That money cannot be credited direet as it
has to be paid to eonsolidated revenua and
accounted thereby; but it -will show hon.
memhery that the utility of the department
enables it not only to do the work of the
State but also to earn a very appreeiable
suim in conneetion with work for the Com-
monwealth. 1 am pleased to say that all our
officers who, having gone to the Front, Iived
through the war, have returned to ws except
one, Mr. Keuny of the Goldfields Water
Supply Department, Perth, There have been
some slight changes during the year in the
different  departments, Apggistant en-
gineer Hickson was retired, Mr. Oldham was
retired and a eadet engineer was put on.
Bome draftsmen have been transferred from
one deépartment to another. 'The changes
were practieally minor and in the ardinary
course of bnsiness. Hon. members are in-
terested in the question of agricultural halls.
Of course it is well known to members that
since the ountbreak of war the subsidies in
favour of those buildings hsve been with-
drawn. Last year the Committee were good
enough to pass an item of £1,000 to epable
some pre-war promise to be kept. This year
hon. members will find an item for a similar
amount fo enable us to redeem a few more
promises. Eventeally, when the revenue be-
coimes more buoyant, T hope we shall be able
to keep faith by meeting all the applications
for agrienltural halls, applieations which I
may eay have been duly registered by the
department in priority of receipt. During

the last 25 years grants for agrieuliural
halls, of which we have 192, have agpregated
£41,203; for mechanics’ institutes, of which

The small inerease

{ ABSEMBLY.]

we have 71, £20,964, and for miners’ inati-

totes, of which we have 57, £20,206, The.
average amount granted has been as follows:
Apricultoral halls £214, mechanics’ instituies.
£422, miners’ institutes £354. Taking the
total of these institutions, namely 320, the:
average payment has been £285, which T
think represents an expenditure no one could
eavil at. Out in the back blocks, unless there
is some place where people can meet for a.
little socil life, existence would be very hard
indeed. Hon. members will find on the Esati-
mates that with the exception of £30,000 pro-
vided for roads and bridges, all other items.
are for ordinary necessary services required
for the wmaintenance of existing buildings,
jetties, roads and bridges. One heavy itemr
of expenditure which is continually growing
as the years go on is that of maintenance of
publie buildings. We have all over the State
police stations, schools, courts of justice,
varipus stores and all manner.of buildings.
and, owing to finaneial trouble which has
come upon us during the last few years, the
maintenance of those buildings has been al-
lowed to go back. Now we are attempting to
bring it up to date, taking the worst cases
and doing the best we can to restore them,
We know that unless wooden buildings and
the woodwork in  other buildings in
Western  Australia are regulaxly and
properly painted, the climate is such that it
causes them very rapidly to perish. The
officers of the department and I have heen
much concerned to know that, although re-

.pairs have been essential, the means for mak-

ing them have not been forthecoming, when
our judgment and experience have told us
that such repairs should have been effected.
We miade s beginning last year, however, ang
are continuing the work. No matter” what
Government iz in power the department will
have to keep that work going A sum of £2,000
is set down for rent for office accommodation.
Last vear it was pointed out that efforte
were being made as far as possible to have
the various departments of State in Perth
under Government roofs. We were paying
something like £4,000.a year in Perth for
buildings in which the utilities of Government
were domiciled. A determined effort was.
made to see if this sum could not be saved,
and it has been saved. The Governmeni
had been paying out annwally in rent
for the Agrieultural Bank £1,894 for the Edn-
cation Department a sum of £560 for the
renting of Mr. Morgans’ house in St. George’s
terrace, and another- sum for the Publie
Service Commissioner in Surrey Chambers,
ete., a total of £4,000, but to-day we are
not spending a single penny on that account.
T have a list here showing how the £2,000
that we are paying on this account iz made
np. The bulk of it is for_schools such as
the Onslow, Busselton, Lion Mill schools, and
others. Indeed, there is hardly a part of
the State where such small amounts as £20
or £30 are not being paid for schools in
this way. At Millar’s timber mills there
are seven schools. For these we are paying
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£194 a year for rent. The sums vary from

£18 to £45 and are quite reasomable.
Thel:e '8 also a certain outlay in com-
neetion with water supply rentsls, such

38 o sum of £13 at Bridgetown. The Police
Department have to spend in rentals small
sums at Fort Hedland, Wiluna, Northamp-
ton, and other places. The Charities De-
partment are paying other small items for
rentals.  All these amount to the £2,000
mentioned. Alfogether there are 59 items in
ecomnection with schools making up this £2,000
and 16 for sundry purposes. There is an
item for insurance on public buildings, £1,300,
being an increase of £25. This amount re-
Presents payment to the Treasury insurance
fund of one per cent. on the capital value of
- public buildings.
ig a veserve of between £40,000 and £50,000
in the Treaswry on this account. - There is
an item fov inciflentals, £3,250, an increase
of £7. The details are given in the Esti-
mates, as fully as T think the member for
North Perth would desgire, This is item 17,
There -is an item for extra remuneration,
£500, an increase of £44. This expenditure
may be considered unuswally large.. The
repson for it was the temporary transfer of
the Under Secrotary as one of the Commis-
signers appointed to classify the service.
This will reetify itself during the year, as
Mr. Munt has now heen permanently ap-
pointed to deal with labour gquestions.

Hon. P. Collier: Ts this a permanent ap-
pointment :
The MINTSTER FOR WOREKS: Yes.

Hon. P, Collier: Tt will not fully oceupy
Mx, Munt’s time, . -

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He has
other things to attend to. At presenl there
i3 an acting inder secrctary and an acting
-ggsistant to the under secretary, and the dif-
ference in the salaries, according to -the
Public Service - Act, has to be apportioned
amongst those who are carrying: out the
higher duties. As scom as.-the permanent
appointments are made this will regulate it-
self right throngh. . .

Mr. Robingon: Is there a secretary to the
under seeretary?®

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
an’ acting under secretary, Mr: Lowe. Mr.
Lowe was assistant to the under secretary,
and someone has had to take his plaee. Tt will
relieve me very much when the permanent
appeointments are made. We have an in-
crease on the vote -under the Workers’
Compensation Act fund of £54, The
réason for this is that wages have risen
fairly high as compared with what they were
when we atarted, and we desire to
in aecordance therewith.
Hon. members who are interested in roads
and bridges, and subsidies to road boards,
will find that we have made a slight inerease
here. We are now making provision for
grants to road boards in commection with
their offices. It has been found that the
work thrown upon road boards is increasing
year hy vear, and the policy of the depart-

L am pleased. to. say there.
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ment has heen, and is, to induce members of’
road boards to rise more fully to the respon-
gibilities of their pogition. It has been
tound necessary to provide buildings for
offices, and we are prepared to assist them
as far as our means will allow. Country
members have been worried about these sub-
sidies.  The subsidies paid to-day are 50
per eent. lower than what they were when
the, war broke out. Now the war is
over voad boards desire to get the full
amount of these subsidies. The matter has
been discussed, examined, and reported uwpon,
and we shall reach finality later in the year,
but not by the time these Estimates are
firished. An important point is that the
Treasurer has not got the cash, The main-
tenance of various roads and repairs to
bridges, ag well as matiers in conmeetion
with harbours and rivers, account for an es-
timated expenditore of £22,250. Of this
amount £13,650 i8 on account of jetties,
tramways, ete., i the North-West. This
portion of Western Australia is absorbing a
considerable amount of money, and is bemg
treated fairly well ag compared with the rest
of the State. There is no dovbt that thé
North-West is a wonderful dountry, and its
value to thiz part of Western Australia is
great. A considerable sum of money has been
spent there, and I am sorry to say that the
expenditure will have to increase each year
upon jetties and wharves.

Mr. Underwood: How is the revenuef

The MINISTER FOR WORKES: I have
nothing to do with the revenus. 1 am not
casting any refleetion on that part of the
State. From now on the expenditure will
havé to be largely increased, hecause of -the .
necessity for keeping' -up the jetties and
wharves in the North-West, The inroads of
the teredo have beem very heavy. We bailt
a new jetty at Wyndham in commection with
the meat works, and before it was. completed
we found that some negw piles which. had
bheen specially treated had been seriously
damaged by the teredo. We have to under-
take an additional expenditure of about
£10,000 in putting conerete - sleeves around
them, and filling up the gaps with sand,
which it is considered will prove an efficient.
safeguard against this destructive pest. A
certain sum has been provided for the dredg-
ing of the Albany harbour, and for the main-
tenance of the channels in the Swan River.
There are varions items in connection with
the departments, suck as the Education and
Police Departments. This money i8 ex-
pended by the Public Works Department,
but the instruetions as to how it is spent
and where, and ‘the aceommodation that is
to be given as & result of that expenditure,
are within the control of the departments

concerned.” There are many schools; and
other buildings, which require repairing
and “maintaining, ' and the = expenditure
on this aceount Wil become  heavier
each year. T am not complaiving about
this, but merely wish _to . point out

that this i a liability which must be in-
curred. Alterations will have to be made
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at the Fremantle gaol, and in connection
with hospitals and charitable institutions,
invelving an expenditure of £7,545. The
actual revenue earned by the Public Works
Department Jast year was £24,006, made up
of varipus items, including rents of varigus
properties owned by the State £10,542, com-
mission received from the Commonwealth
£3,071, reimbursements in aid £4,000, hire
of plant £1,442, salaries paid through other
‘departruents - £2,557, receipts in conmection
with the Lake Clifton railway £1,447. This
year it is anticipated that the Publie Works
Department will receive from sources simi-
lar to those which I have mentioned a total
of £22,470. On referring to page 73 of the
Estimates, hon. members will see that the
total amount of meoney listed for expendi-
ture in econnection with the various works
this year is £118,715; but the amount
asked for in connection with them is
£105,000, as although we may be able to
put all these works in hand it is not ex-
pected that we shall be able to expend mare
than the amount I have stated, namsly,
‘£105,000. I shall be happy to give, as far
as lies In my power, any information that
the Committee may desire.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10.17]: I de-
gire to congratnlate the Minister on his
clear enunciation of the operations of the
‘Public Works Depurtment, and on the full
partienlars which he hasg supplied. I am
glad te know that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment have recognised the services of the
Architectural Division. I take it that most
of the money received from the Common-
wealth by the Public Works Department is
in connection with the new General Post
Office and works of that nature, and I
should like to see the salary of the Chief
Architect inercased by reason of his asso-
ciation with those works.

The Minister for Works: We do the Com-
monwealth work, and we get commission on
all work performed.

Mr. PICKERING: That was what T
understood from what the Minigter said. I
take it that the expenses ineurred in connec-
tion with Government House during the visit
of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
will to a’certain extent do away with the
renovation and other works that would have
been required in normal eireumstances.

The Minister for Works: To a great de-
gree, yes.

Hon. P. Collier: There is an equally large
item down for this year: at least, £2,000 as
against £2,800 previously.

Mr. PICKERTNG: I am very glad to hear
from the Minister that it is hiz intention as
scon as possible to make provision for assist-
-ance with regard to public halls, which are
an essential mot only in the agricultural
distriets, but at mining centres and else-
where. This is so more especially in view
of the fact that )ife in the country at all
tintes is more or less dull, and therefore it
is only reasonable that some sacrifices should
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he made by the people generally for the
benefit more especially of those who open up
new distriets. 1 know of distriets where
the settlers have had to build their own
schools, heing unable to secure Government
assistance in that direction. It i5 up o
the Government to asuist settlers in new
areas. As regards roads, I am sure the
Minister sympathises with the desire that a
proper road system should De established
throughout the State, and recognises, as I
do, that therc arc certain main arteries in
this country which are impossible to deal
with under the present road board system.
I hope the Minister will intreduce legisia-
tion to amend the system in that direction
at an earty date. In the matter of subsi-
dies, T join with 2ll voad boards in the de-
gire that the Government may as speedily
as possible return to the system of subsidies
which obtained hefore the war. I do not
know whether T shall be in order im refer-
ring to the question of schools; possibly that
matter should come up vnder the Loan Esti-
mates. However, as regard the Busselton
school, my electors are now under great
dificulties. These have been brought under
the notice of the Minister for Eduecation
and of the Premier, but I believe that under
this vote provision has been made for supply-
ing the necessary accommodation.

The Minister for Works: It will come out
of the SBales of Government Property Trust
Account.

Mr. PICRKERING: I presume that also
applies to the extension of the PBusselton
hospital, which institniion is in sore need
of a maternity ward. If there is one thing
which Western Australia needs, it is popu-
lation; and when a town like Busselton is
unable to accommodate maternity cases it is
evident that the Btate should do something in
that direction at the earliest possible moment.
The doetor and the nurses at the Busselton
hospital are at their wit’s end to know what
to do with maternity cases,

Hon, P, Collier: That should be a matter
for the IHealth Department.

Mr. PICKERING: Possibly, but T have to
approach the Minister for Works for as-
gistance in providing the building., The item
of jetties, T understand, comes under an-
other vote, I desire to say a few words on
the maintenance of buildings. The Minister
has already pointed out what a serious item
of expense maintenanee of huildings will
become to Western Australia. As a result
of the negleet inevitably following in the
train of the war, the hill which thisz State
will have to foot will be a very congiderable
gne indeed. One prominent building which
is a disgrace to thizs Btate iz that which
accommodates the head office staff of the
State sawmills. When we look at the roof
of that building we see a mass of patches of
different grades of iron of different periods.
If the Minister could find sufficient money to
treat that voof with a coat of red oxide, the
interests of the State would be served.
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The Minister for Works: I may be able
to do that,

Mr, PICRERING: 1 am sorry thai no
provision has been made for repairs to the
Doninybrook court house and gaol. The
Donnybrook ecourt house was, I believe,
originally built for ome of the pgoldfields
“towns. The goldfields town in question
ceased to exist, and the court house was re-
moved to Donnybrook. It now consists
mainly of softwood riddled by white ants,
and onless it is promptly placed in proper
repair it is likely to fall about the ears of
the resident magistrafe. The Minister knows
that the Donnybrook school has been burnt
down, and T hope that in replying he will
give me an assurance that a new school is
to be provided for the distriet.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [10.27]:
The Minister for Works referred to the in-
ereasing cost of repairs to jeities in the
North-West. In doing so he was consider-
ate enough fo say that he had nothing
against the North-West. T am sure we
North-West members are very pleased to
know that we have not inenrred the Min-
ister’s enmity. Let me point out that the
expenditure on North-West jetties is to be
£25,000, and that the revenue expecfed
from those jetties amounts to £42,000, All
the repairs to jetties that are being made
in the North-West are being paud for by
the people of the North-West, and the
jetties are returning a pretty solid profit at
that. The North-West people never come
squealing about wanting things without
paying for them. However, there is a poiat
I want to make about the eontinual repairs
of the piles in the North-West jetties. The
Minister has referred to the setion of the
teredo. For many vears I bave been en-
deavouring to impress upon the Works De-
partment engineers the necessity for using
reinforced concrete instead of timber for
those jetties. I strongly advocated the use
of eoncrete in ¢onneetion with the Wynd-
ham jetty, and practically teld not only
the engineers but also the then Minister
that it was utterly useless to put up a
timber jetty at Wyndham: The resnlt has
proved that I knew more than the engineers
at that time. Even now I may tell the Min-
ister that I am very doubtful about the
efficacy of the system which has been
adopted. The initial cost of reinforced con-

- erete would be econsiderably greater than
that of timber, but a jetty erected of thai
material would last practically for ever,
whereas the shore end of the Wyndham

_ jetty was caten out before the sea end was

finished. I have at home a piece of a

" strut out of that jetty which had been in
the wafer for 12 months; there iz mnow
-practically nothing but the teredo left in
it. Tt is Lke a piece of sponge. T want to
impress not merely upon the present Min-

. ister for Works, but upon the Public Works
Department generally, and particularly

- upon this Parliament, that with regard to
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North-Weat jetties the best possible thing
to do is te cut ocut timber altogether and
use either steel or reinforced concrete, See-
ing that steel is likely to be considerably
more expensive than concrete, we thus come
back to the fact that the jetties in the
Nor’-West should he constructed of rein-
forced conerete, There is one other ques-
tion regarding the North-West upou which
I desire some information. It is zbout the
cogineer for the North-West. Shortly after
coming into oflice the Scaddan Government
appointed #n officer to this position. Hae
was employed wupon North-West work
wholly, and there is no shadow of doubt
that tbat officer did excellent work there
and for the whole State, saving many thou-
sonds of pounds. But since the present
Government and the preceding Government
came into office—or shounld I say since the
Seaddan Government went out—there seems
to be a continual inclination to put other
worle on that officer and take him away
from his Nor'-West work. At the present
time he has practically finished with his
work in the Nor’-West; not finished with
it, but he hag not the time to do it in. °

The Minister for Works: We have another
man on it.

Mr, TUNDERWOCD :
Hutchinson on it.

The Minister for Works: Yes.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We want to lkmow
who Mr. Hutehinson is. We do not want
any third-rate officer there. Mr, Hutchin-
som, 1 suppose, was a sort of ganger undar
Mr. Tindale who was doing the work, If
the present officer is going to leave his
position we want a first ¢lass officer in hia
place.

Mr. Teesdale: But we do not want him
te go.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There 1s ample work
for him to do. I am speaking in fhe inter-
ests of economy for the whole State. A
good engineer in the Nor’-West and one
who devotes the whole of his time to the
works in those parts is, I think, essential.
I said that Mr. Tindale has saved thousands
of pounds, and a good engineer permanently
employed wiil save quite that amount where
a casual man will lose thousands. T hope
the Minister will take notice of these few
remarks in the interests of publie economy.
[t iz abaolute waste to send easnal engineera
to do jobs in the North-West. We want
first class men with general knowledge,
able to build and repair bridges, sink wells,
repair them, build tram lines, railways, and
innumerable things that we could not get
any casual man to do. T trust that the
Government will allow the present officer
to continne his work or else keep him down
here permanently and get another first class
man for the North-West,

You have Mr.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roeebourne) [10.33]:
I support the remarks of the member
for Pilbara regarding the North-West
engineer, and T hope the Government
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will ~ hesitate béefore taking away this

" official who has secured a complete
knowledge of North-West requirements as
‘the result of his many years of experience
in those parts. So great is his experience
that he ean, to all intents and purposes, sit
down in his office in Perth and pick out
every culvert, bridge, crossing and other
public work which we may ¢hoose to speak
to him about, without moving out of -his
office. An ‘engineer like this man is
positively iiecessary for the North-West,
and it would be a crime to take him away
from that position. Tt would take years
before another engineer could gain the ex-
perience that Mr. Tindale has to his credit.
It is important that we ghould have a man
like this with an intimate knowledge of
our Tequirements. He has a tremendous
area-to eover and it is a splendid thing to
know that we ¢an go to such 2 man in his
office.and be sure that be is an fait with,
and knows intimately the locality it is de-
gired o talk about.

. Mr. ANGELC  (Gascoyne) [10.35]:
Following on the remarks of the mem-
‘hers  for Pilbara and Roebourne fte-

gpectively, 1 would like to wefer to the
aimouncement that a Cemmissioner for the
North-West is to be appointed. I consider
that for a position like this an engineer is
required, because the development of the
North-West. will depend largely wupon
engineering skill. If we secure an engineer
with a ccrtain amount of administrative
ability and business capacity he should fll
the position well. I think that the gentleman
who has been referred to by the previous
speakers is fully qualified to fill the position,
and if Mr. Tindale could be spared from the
Publiec Works Department to take up the
pogition of Commisgioner for -the North-
West it would probably prove a great sav-
ing, as the two positions could bE combined
in the one appointment. Thuos, if Mr, Tin-
dale were chosen for the position, he wonld
.have to be well paid, for it is essemtial that
we should have such a man who knows tho-
roughly the North-West as Mr. Tindale does.
I hope the Ministry will release Mr. Tindale
from his present position and offer him a
fair salary to take up the position of Com-
missioner for the North-West combined with
‘that of engineer for the North-West.

Mr. MUNSIE (Menzies) [10.38]: I desire
to have some information, but T am at a loss
to know whetber I ecan get it at this stage,
and if not, at which stage of the Estimates
T can do so. The point I want to have some
information upon deals with the question of
water supply. A number of headings are
given, but there are no details whatever.
Briefly, what T want to know is, what is
being done regarding the éxtension of a
water scheme to Hampton Plains.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington—in re-
rly) [10.29]): -This is not the place for
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that, but I have no objection to giving it to-
the hon. member at this stage.

Mr. Munsie: I should like to have infor-
mation on the point.

.The MINISTER FOR WORES: So far
as the Hampton Plains water supply scheme:
is concerned, an agreement was entered “into-
between the company and the Gloldfields
Water Supply Department under whieh it
-wig agreed that the pipe line should be laid
to Hampton Plaing, & six-inch pipe line
wiriking off from the maip goldfields, pipe.
Tt was agreed what the price should be and
what guarantee should be given under agree-
ment, by the Hampton Plaina Company.

Ufider that arrangement a certain amount -

was to be repaid by way of a Water
guarantee. The whole of the details
may be seen by members.
are being made as rapidly as possiblé at the
Btate Implement Works and at Monteath’s
at Subiaco. As the pipes are made they are
spnt forward by rail to the depdt.
think anything is being done in counection
with the laying of the pipes at present be-
cause Mr. (°Brien is of the opinion that it
is not well to start laying the pipes umtil he

uas got at least half the necessary length of -

pipes delivered there. 1 believe the water
will be there by the coming summer. There
has been nothing done to hinder the progress
ut the work and there iz no degire to hinder
it., I will give the hon. member all the In.
Tormation that. 1 have at amy time.
memnber for Sussex spoke about the Donny-
hrook school.,- I cannot tell him anything

nhout that just now, but I will let him have -

the information he desires this week so that
he may tell his constituents that their in-
terests are not being neglected. Whth regard
ta the more important matters dealt with by
wembers interested in the North-West, I

thoonght I had wade it elear tothe member -

for Pilbarra that my remarks about con-
rmual repairs to jetties were not said in a
disparaging way to the North-West. They
were made, with the idea of warning the
House of the continnal expense that mnst be
cutailedd 1 ecouncetion with jetties and
wharves where timber is userl.
that with regard to repairs and reinstate-
ment and so forth it is dwe to the engineers,
and tp me ns Minister, to see that whatever
is done is of a lasting character, even though
it may Le more expensgive in the first in-
stance, Regarding concrete  piles
has been congiderable discussion amongst
the eneineers in  the Works Depart-
ment. I have had them "in my office
from time to time dJiscussing this very
guestion,” and T expeet that we shall be

using con-rete niles  within ‘the next 12 -

months, They have been used sucecessfully

in other parts of the world and there is no.-

reasen why we should not try them here. T
do not care about steel structures in salt
water because we know that steel is not
lasting when used in those conditions.: With
regard to the sleeves for
the Wyndbham jetty, the engineers
not  doubtful. T was speaking to
Tindale ahout this only within the

are
Mr,
last
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fortnight and he is of opinion that they
-will be quite successful. The members for
Pilbara, Gascoyne, and Roebourne expressed
~opinious in regard to Mr. Tindale that 1 was
~very pleased to hear. Mr. Tindale is. re-
garded by the department, in the same way
cag’ those hon. members regard him, namely
‘that he is a man of expenence, conimon
‘sense, and initiative. At the present time
The_ is oceupying the position of assistant tg
‘the Engineer in Chief, and I ¢an assure hon,
fiembers that Mr. Tindale would not have
"been taken away from his active position as
engineer for the North-West if there had
"been in our department a man available who
eontd have filed the position Mr. Tindale
‘now oceupies. It is a post which requires
.:a man with experience in all kinds of en-
_gineering, and it should be a_ stepping-stone
to the highar office of enginger i chief when
the present occupant retires. LT am quite
satisfied that the hon. members who have
spoken 80 well of Mr. Tindale wounld not
stand in his way.

Mr, Underwood: T would not. .

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: What
" has' been said dbout this officer has been
-gsaid, I am sure, because of a genuine and
-ainceére :appreciation of his work, We had
the power to take him away, but before I
wounld consent to him being appointed to
the position he now holdg, which ig really an
advancement, I had to be assured that the
“North- West would be properly looked after,
‘I have been assured that Mr, Hutchinson
will he directed as to what work should
be done and how it ghould be done. “But
for that 1 wonld not have consented to p]aee
Mr, Tindale in the position he holds to- d'i,y
".X kmow nothing as to whether he is likely to
be  offered” the position of Coinmissionér for
North-West, but should that post be
-offered to him, hon members can rely upon
-4t that T shall not stand in the way of MF.
Tindale’s advancement or indeed the ad
We in the ﬂenartment
~:mould be sorry indeed to Ibse Mr.. deale
«, becausé he is one of those rare men 'we find
“at times who unite high professional experi-
common  sense,
_ That is a combination which has made Mr.
Tindale appreciated in the North-West. Mr.
Hutchinson will be guided by a man who

has a kuowledge 6f the work, and the mem-~
" beras of the various North-West eclectorates

¢an rest assured that their intereats will not
be neglected in any sghape or form. It is
gatisfactory for me to hear what hon. mein-
bhers have to:say about Mr. Tindale and T
"ghall take the opportunity to-morrow to let
When a man has done good work
work _has been appreeciated, he
made acquainted with the faet.

General debate concluded; items discussed
as follow:

" Item, Wages of storemen, office cleaners

and * that

. and- labourers employed in P.W. offices Perth,

etc., £2,300:

Mr LUEEY: This item shows an increase
Wil) the Minister state whether it

_surance of onr bnildings.
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refers to an increase in wages? The details
are not given in the item.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
could not very well itemise this. At the
moment T am not able to say whether the
increase represents an inérease in wages or
in numbers, If- we were té itemise this it
would take a couple of sheets of the Easti-
mutes,

Ttem, Insura.nce on public buildings, con-
tribution te insurance fund, £1,300:

Mr. PICKERING: Is this amount suffi-
cient to cover the insurance?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Pro-
vision was made on a percentage for the in-
The ’[‘reasury car-
ties the risk. At present there is_a sum of
‘betwazn £45,000° and £30,000, ont of which
thiz is pronded That money i3 out at in-
terest, Instead of paying premiums to the
insurance cumpanles we are eovermg our
own insurance. - .

Item, Roads and Bridges throughout the
State, £-30 000. .

Mr. SMITH: I lhou]d like to know
how much of this i3 to be spent on rToads
and bridges, as chst.umt from travelling ex-
penses, .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am notf
able to give the details, but there are two
roadl boards anditors, their asalaries being
approximately £300 each. Therefore their
travelling expenses would be 12s. 6d. per day,
and so, say, £1,000 would cover. the amount.

‘Ttem, Ma_.mtenance and’
Main Road, "Caves, £500:

‘Mr. PICKERING: This road is not in
good repuir. T suggest an alteration of the
system of maintenance. Instead. of having
one foreman driving about the road and do-
ing no work himself, it wonld be better to
have two working foremen who would devote
ali. therr time ‘to the road.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: ‘When
at Bidselton three wecks ago I.was ap-
proached on this question by the local au-
thorities. I said Y would have inquiries made.
The responsible officer has been away, but I
hope to see him this week and find ont what
esh be done in this respect.

Ttem, Perth Government House and Al
bany Government House, Incidentals, £2,000:

My, MUNSIE: The Minister has alrcady
explained that last year £2,876 was spent at
Government House, Perth, in connection
with the visit of the Prince of Wales. Thia
year it is proposed to spend another £2,000,
What is the reason for this?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of this
£2,000 some £1,200 has been spent in con-
nection with the Primce’s visit, making the
total expenditure at Government House in
connection with that wvisit approximately
£3,500. Ve bad to entirely renovate the ball
room and repair the ceiling. Tn addition it
was necessary to inerease the exits .from the

Reconsteuction
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bal room, for we agreed that we could not
risk any accident in the case of a panie.

Ttem, Claremont Old Men’s Hnme Reno-
vation and repairs, £700:

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am glad to knew
that the Minister was so careful to make
everything  comfortable at Government
House, and climinate all risk of aceident.
Hon. members who have visited the 014
Men’s Home at Claremont must conclude that
the amount provided here is somewhat nig-
gardly. T do not know of any other publie
building where, in the event of fire break-
ing out, there is so frightful a risk of trag-
edy as is to be found at the O3 Men’s
Home. The verandahs have been enclosed
with hessian to provide accommoda-
tion for some 30 beds, with the result
that the side entrance and exits of
the Dbuilding, and even the windows,
have te remszin permancntly closed, leaving
but one exit at ecither end. Strictly speak-
ing, the accommodation at the (Had Men’s
Home should be discussed on the Health Es-
timates. This item only provides for reno-
vations and repairs. Additienal buildings
aré required to accommodate at least 200
people. I intend to bring the matter for-
ward at a later stage. The old folks who
have gone to spend the rest of their Hves
in this home, have helped to blaze the traek,
and should at least have sufficient accommo-
dation and eomfort for their needs. T prog
puse at a later stage to ask the House 0
agree to somet.hmg more being domne for
them.

. Ttem, Woorcloo Sanatorium, Remnovations
and Repairs, £600,

Mr. MUNBIE: There has been an agita-
tion for some time for the erection of a re-
creation hall -at the Wooroloo Sanatorium.
Certain gentlemen sagreed to pvt up £1,000
if the Government will provide the bal-
anee. Is there any chanee of the huilding
bheing provided in the near future?

Tify a

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
certainty. A" sum of° money has heen ad-
vanted  and ‘the "‘Government will advance an-
other, amount. I expect the matter will very
shortly he finalized. .

]'tcm? Cr’tw]e} Estate a.url camping area,
maintenauee, wages, and minor works, in-
cleding road apprmeh, £30

Hon. P. COLLIER: Last vear T brought
np the guestion of improvements at Craw-
ley. . We are neglecting this part of the
méetropolitan area as a holiday resort. The
large numher of camping parties that oo
there cach summer aré fast destroyving the
natural .shade that was there. Now is the
time for the Government to hegin planting
trees. This is one of the most popular pie-
nic grounds near Perth, bnt, if it is to be de-
nuded of shade, it -%ill be lost for that pur-
pode, )

Mr, Smith:
tary econveniences

They chould alse provide sani-
and water.

* this sort.
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Hon. . COLLLER: Yes. Improvemeuts
of this sort woulidl not cost vary muel, for
the trees could be ohtained from the Gov-
ernment nuarsery.

The FPremier;
that. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: XNothing blas been
done for a year. I hope that when the trces
sre planted they will be of the variety that
will grow fast and give plenty of shade,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In coa-
nection with this item and the foreshore of
Perth I may say that arrangements are now
being made to transfer the control to Mr.
Shapeott, the Sceretary to the Premier.
My, Shapeott is an enthusiast in matters of *
Let me add that no encroaéh-
ment will be permitted, however powerful
the influence brought to bear, on the breath-
ing spaces of the gcneratwns yet to come.
As Minister for Works I have the power of
veto in that councetion, Mr. Shapeott is
undertaking the active work of transform-
ing the bare spates we have into something™
more eyeable and more attractive. Any
assistance that my department can give him
will be rendered.

Mr. ANGELO- Surely Mr. Shapcott has.
more to do than he can attend te now, and
these places should mnot be tlansfelred to
Lis care.

The Premier: Mr. Shapeott has the assist-
ance of a gardener.

My, ANGELO: In Java and Singapore -
parks and pleasure vesorts ave placed under
the control of the Tourist Burean, and the -
same course should be followed here, as if
these attractions are neglected the effect
will be to send our country visitors to the -
FEastern States to spead their momey, T.
am glad the leader of the Opposition has .
drawn attention to the matter, .

Vote pub and passed.
Progress reported.

We are arranging to do

House oadjowrned at 1115 pan.



