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Me. Duffell will not find any provisions simi-
Jar to this in the Criminal Code, which would
be the right place for the insertion of such
a provision.

HRon. J. W. HICKEY: But -for the re-
marks of Dr. Saw I would have voted for the
clause, but I can see it opens up a question
which may have far-reaching effects. Al-
though such a provision may, be very neces-
sary, the proper place for it is apparently in
the Pharmacy and Poisons Act.

Clause put and negatived.

Clause 26--Injuring trespassing animals:

lRon. E. H. HARRIS: The object sought
by this clauise is apparently defeated by its
very wording. Whilst it provides that if an
animal is injurod and escapes to an adjoin-
ing property the person who injured the ani-
mal shall report to the owner, if the animal
escapes to a property which is not adjoining,
or into the street, there is no oceasion for the
person to report.

Ron. J. Duff el].: Certainly there is.
Hon. E. H, HARRIS: I am not quite

clear as to whether the word "adjoining"
includes property which does not adjoin.

Hon. 3. 3. HOLMES: I suggest that the
clause should be amended. If we provide
that the report shall be to the nearest justice
of the-peace or to an inspector of nuisances,
it may be possible to get a workable clause.
As the clause stands it suggests something
which will be unworkable.

Hon; J. DUFFELL: If a dog attacked
sheep depasturing in a paddock, no owner of
the sheep would allow that dog to escape on
to an adjoining property. The owner would
make short shrift of the dog. There have
been cases where dogs have been shut and
have then got through the fence on to the
roadway where a dog may not be shot. There
is really nothing in the clause which should
exercise the minds of hon. members.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 27, 28-agreed to.

Clause 29-Interpretation:-

On motion by Honorary Minister, para-
graph (d) was amended by 'inserting
'',cattle " 'before ''bull'' to provide that
"tcattle'' should cover "'bull, cow, bullock,
etc."I114

The MINISTER FO0R EDUCATION.- I
make the *suggestion th~t the hon. member
should now report progress on this clause.
There is no doubt that it is a new departure
to put the interpretation clause at the end of
the Bill instead of at the beginning. It may
or may not be goodl procedmife, but it is de-
sirable to stick -to the practice of. defining in
the interpretation clause the expressions that
are used in the Bill. WE, find, for instance,
in the interpretation, clause that ''goat" in-
cludes any kid, but I do0 not know that the
wordl "goat" appears in any part of the
Bill except in the interpretation clause. If
a. particular ward does not, appear in any
portion ot the Bill, there is no need to refer
to it -in the interpretation clause. -

Hon. 3. J. HOLMES: The word " Isheep"I
includes lamb, ewe or ram It is wethers that
arc to a great extent killed and the word
''wethers" doe 's not appear in the BiD. I
agree w 'ith the' Minister that it is desirable
that progress should be reported at this
stage.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I suggest that
iny colleague should meet the wishes of the
Minister,? especially as very good progress has
been made with the 'Bill,

Hon. J. Duffell: 1 will agree to repbrt
progress at this -stage.

Progress reported.

House adjour-ned at 10 p.m.-
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-BREAD BONIJS.
Mr. THOMSON asked the Premier: 1,

'Has his attention been drawn to 'the state-
mzent made by the Premier of South Aus-
tralia (Mr. Barwell) in the House of As-
sembly regarding the price of bread and. the
payment of world's parity price to the farm-
ers for their wheat? 2, If so, will he take
action to assist Mr. Barwell in the convening
of a conference of Prem~iers to formulate a
scheme f or the payment of a bonus to limit
the price of bread to the consumers and pro-
vide that the farmers will receive the full
market price for thei produce?

The PREMIER replied: .1, Yes. 2,1 A
conference of Premiers is to be called to con-
sider the question of wheat supplies for local
consumption.,

QUESTIONX-APPREAL, .JOHN HUXLEY.

Ron. T. WALIKER asked the Attorney
General: Has he any objection to placing
all the papers relative to the appeal of John
Hurley on the table of the House?

C133



934 ASSEMBLY.J

The. ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
Yes. If the honD. member desires the papers
to be laid on the Table of thje Rlouse he
should give notice of motion in the ordinary
way. ,If any mneiber .desires to see the
papers I will give him every opportunity of
doing so.

BILL-STIFFLY (1N(.- 2), £350,000.
AU Staxes

The PREMIER AND COLONIAL TREA-
SURER (Hon. J. Mitchell-Northant)
[4.37]: I move--

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
resolutions from the Committees of Sup-
ply and Ways and Means to be reported
-and adopted on the same day on which
they shall have passed those Committees,
and also the passing of a Suapply Bill

- through all its .stages in one day.
Question put and passed.

Message.
Message from the Governor received and

read recommending appropriation in connec-
tion with the Bill.

.. In Committee of Supply.
The House having resolved into Committee

of .Supply, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,
The PREMIER ANDb COLONIAL TREA-

SURER (Hon. S. Mitcheb-Northam): I

That there be granted to His Majesty,
on account of the service of the year
1920-21, a sum not exceeding £360,000.

This amount, of course, is part of the amount
that is asked for by the Estimates now be-
f ore the Hlouse. Hon. members will -recollect
that some two months ago I came to the
House for three months' supply.. Portion of
that money has not yet been expended, of
course. On that occasion I asked for
£944,000 out of the Consolidsited Revenue
'Fund, of which amount only £911,000 has
been expended; and I1 asked for £750,000
on account of moneys to credit of the Gen-
eyat Loan Fuitd, of which amount only
£513,000 has been expended. Hon. members
will note that the amount asked for by the
present Supply Bill is a snmall one, but we
have remaining from the previous Supply
Bill sufficient to. carry us on for this month
with the authorisation now asked for. Fur-
ther, the amounts urovided for under special
Acts are not included in any Supply Bill. 1.
do not know that I need discuss the matter.
The Estimates are now under consideration,
and it is not my fault that they are not
through. If the House were willing, I would
get them through to-day.

Mr. Gardiner: We cannot hear a word at
the back here.

The PREMIER: I am asking f ora
month's supply, £350,000, from revenue. I
do -not suppose it is necessary for me to do
more than ask the Committee for this sup-

ply. The Estimates in detail are bef ore
honf. members, and the present request is'
morbly for authority to the Government to
expend money upon the items which appear
uponL the Estimates.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder)' [4.43]: No
doubt, as the Premier explains, he is mnerely
asking f or authority to expend money; but
the fact is that he is getting authority to
expend money with oat the House knowing
the items upon which it is to be expended.
The present in the fourth. month of the finan-,
cial year, and thus a third of the annual
expenditure is being authorised without any
discussion. Although I must admit that this
year's Budget has been brought down fairly
early as compared with previous years', still
the fact remains that the Committee have not
made very much progress in discussing the
Estimates. Indeed, we have hardly began
their discussion; only the officers of Parlia-
moent, I believe, have been dealt with. Prac-
tically the consideration of the whole of the
hutge amount of money provided by these
gatimatcs-has still to take place. On that
aspect of the question let me say that I have
never known any prevrious occasion on which
the Committee have been called upon to dis-
cuss the Estimates in detail without having
before them the annual -reports of the de-
partments. In a few moments we shall be
dealing with the Estimates of the Agricul-
tural Department, and yet that- department's
report for the past year has only been laid
upon the Table of the House to-day. Trhe
reports of many other departments we have
not -yet received. Unless members have those
annual reports in tbeir possession before
discussing the Estimates, the Government
might just as well save the expense involved
and not have the reports printed at all. No-
body reads them after the Estimates have
been dealt with. It is gs, fact, too, that we
have only -this year seen quite a number of
departmental, reports for the financial year
1918-19. Further, I do not know why the
Premier has not presented the Public Ac-
counts -for last year. I bhare not seen them.

The Premier: They, are not ready.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know why

they arc not ready. I do not think I have
ever known a previous occasion on which the
Public Accounts have not been laid updxi the
Table at. the same time as the Budget was
brought down. Without the infotmation
afforded by the Public Accojunts, members
are entirely in the dark, and cannot possibly
compare the proposed expenditure with the
corresponding expenditure for the previous
financial year. It is utterly impossible for
members intelligently to discuss the Esti-
mates without having the Public Accounts
before them. We have not got them Yet
I know of course it will be urged that the
public service strike has been responsible for-
some of the delay in the preparation of these
reports. But even that does not account for
the whole of the delay. ror instance, for
many years past the report of -the Mines De-
partment has been placed on the Table at
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the opeuing of the session; yet here the
session is in its third month and we have not
that report yet. In these circumstances it
is useless discussing the question of supply.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported; the report adopted.

Supply Bill introduced, ete.
Resolution in Committee of Ways and

Means haviqig- been passed, a Supply Bill
was brought in providing for the expenditure
of Z360,O00 out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund.

Sill passed through its remaining stages
without debate and transmitted to the Cons-
tail.

BILL-INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
IACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Attorney General and
read a first time.

BILLS (2) -REPORT ADOPTED.
1, Coroners.

2, Public, Service Appeal. Board.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1920-21t
Tan Committee of Supply.

*Resumed from 5th October, Mr. Stubbs in
the Chair.

Department of Agriculture Caon. H. P.
Colebatch, Minister): the Honorary Minister
in charge of the vote.

-Vote-Minister for Agriculture, £08,222;
Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [4.55]! Several

hon. members have spoken on the question
of agricultural education. I think the tactics
adopted -by the Governmenat in this connec-
tion,.m6dupoeially in respect'of the experi-
mental plots in the South-West, are deserv-
ing of commendation. In agriculture, aS in
most other industries, practical experience is
one of the best guides. When we have ex-
perimental plots in c~ntres unknown to the
settlers, those plots serve to demonstrate the
suitability of the soil to different products.
One of the Chief difficulties in agriculture
lies in ascertaining the crops best suited to
the soil.

AiMr. Underwood: Do you think the school-
master can teach you that?I

Mr. PICKERING: It is a question, not
of the schoolmaster, but of demonstrating to
tle. farmer the suitability of his land.
* Mr. Underwood: What praetical results do
you expect from a tiny' experimental Plott

Mr. PICKERING: These plots are, I uan-
derstand, of considerable area. In my opinion
they should be at least 50 or 100 acres in
extent. This would give some prospects of
properly testing the country. I very much
regret that the Brunswick State farm should
hive been eut out, and that there is now no

particular farm in the South-West used for
demonstraions.

The Minister for Works: What is your
opinion of Brunswick as an orchard country I

Mr. PICKERING: In my opinion that
country is well suited for Orchards. The
member for Bunbury produces excellent fruit
in his orchard, which is not very far ye-
moved from the old Brunswick State farm.
Hlowever, it is not the question of Orchards
that I wish to discuss just now, but rather
that of stock. 1 have always contended that
the Brunswick State farm should have been
used as a farm for breeding stud stock
for dairy farmers. I bold that the stock
grown in the district are the bost suited for
that district. In my electorate there
is, no demonstration farm or plot of
any description. Many of my con-
stituents think that a farm of this
nature should be established down there.
It is only natural that I should support the
member for Williamns-Narrogin (Mr. John-
ston) in hiseclaim for-the retention at Nay-
rogin of the school of agriculture. Although
we may agree that it is desirable to have a
main centre as an agricultural college, we
cannot believe that that will be adequate to
deal with all the problems of agriculture
that confront us. If we would do the best
possible for our districts -we should ask for
many more of these institutions. Different
conditions requite different treatment. it
is absurd to try to make applicable to the
South-West those conditions which apper-
tain to Geraldton or even the wheat area.
Quite recently I was one of those who
waited on the Minister for Agriculture with
regard to the importation of potato seed.
The practical farmers of my district assure
me that disease has been introduced here in
potato seed froma the other States and that
pests have also been introduced, into the
South-West and have with difficulty been
eradicated. Notwithstanding this, the re-
gulations governing the importation of seed
potatoes have been revoked, and the posi-
tion of the potato growers is by no means
a secure one. Something more than a re-
Port of the potato inspector should have
been brought to light before a dedsion of
this nature was arrived at. There is a
notice of mine on the Notice Paper dealing
with the fruit industry. This motion has
already been carried in another place, ad
is to the effect that in the opinion of this
House the State and Federal Governments
should take immediate steps to have the
existing embargo on Australian apples re-
moved, andi that all Australian fruits
should be placed in open competition on the
market. I should like to emphasise the
words "open competition on the market,''
for that is all that the fruit growers of
Western Australia desire. Further, a re-
solution was carried at the conference of
Australian fruit growers in Queensland, that
the conference take steps to bring about the
do-control of fruit prices in thie English
market next season-
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The CHAIRMAN: The hou. member can-
not deal with that question.

Mr. PICKERIN~G: My electorate is vitally
interested in this question. During the war
the fruit 'industry of Western Australia susf-
fered considerably. In some eases the re-
turns, from sales overseas -only amounted to
Is. 7d. per ease. The industry is in a de-
plorable condition so far as prices are -con-
cerned. I hope, when the motion to which
I have referred comes before hon. members.
they will unanimously support and carry it
in the way that was done in another place.
There is also the question of fruit cases.
The position of fruit growers in this State
is -far from satisfactory in this respect.
Owing to the fire which destroyed the State
sawmills, it is almost impossible to get col-
lapsible caues from that source, and the
supply to the growvers has dwindled away to
nothing. The position is fast becoming
acute. I have made inquiries of all the
timber mills to find out what provision is
being made, and I have also consulted the
Minister for Works. I am glatA the Minister
is doing all that is possible with the State
sawmills to cut dumps and other eases., I
hope the Government will take into consid1

eration. the urgent necessity, for seeing that
adequate supplies of eases are made avail-
able for the growers during the ensuing sea-
son-

The Minister for Works: We are not the
only cutters.

Mr. PICKERING: I know that. In view
of the serious deficiency which will arise,
through the destruction of the State saw-
mills, it is absolutely necessary that every
possible step should be taken to fill the re-
quirements of the fruit growers. It must
be borne in mind that for many years past
the fruit growers have been labouring under
great disabilities, and as there is now a pros-
pect of a reasonable return for their labour
every facility should be given to them to
get their fruit away. With regard to the
drainage of the South-West, I have con-
tinuously advocated that the Government
should appoint a drainage expert. They
have experts for nearly every other class of
work in connection with agriculture.

Hon. P. Collier: There in an irigation ex-
pert and an engineer is attached to the
Water Supply Department.

Mr. PICKERING: There is no special ex-
pert to deal with drainage. I should like to
see it made an important position. There
are thousabdas of acres of good country that
could, be made available for dairying pur-
poses if this business was properly gone
into.

Hon. P. Collier: That is purely an engin-
eering proposition.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not mind if the
Government appoint an engineer for drain-
age, so long as some officer is definitely made
responsible for the drainage of the South-
West. Iu the neighbourhood of Busselton
there is the Vasse River, which passes
through that town. For some 10 miles bak

this river has a break in it for five or six
miles.

Ron. P. Collier: It is all a series of breaks
or pools.

Mr. PICKERING: It is continuous up to
a certain spot, and then there is a stretch
of water which passes through very valu-
able dairying country. The river makes
again at a place called Delaney's Flat. Be-
tween these two points there is a stretch of
country which would make excellent dairy-
ing country, and comprises an area of about
5,00O acres. If a drain were cut between
the two points I have referred to, this coon-
try would be effectively drained by a proces
of scouring. A report has been made on the
country by one of our surveyors. He is not
only a good surveyor but a good classifier of
land,' and he estimates that if this drain
were cut it would make available the area
and, quality of land of which I have spoken.
There is another spot which also needs atten-
tion in the South-West, and that is along
the Scott River. There are three or four
fords in the river, which could easily be re-
moved by means of a few tons of explosives.
The fords for the most part consist of soft
clay rocks with a certain amount of iron
oxide formation. If the fords were removed
it would leave a clear passage for the river,
which would thus be drained more quickly
than at present. By this system of
drain~ing the country a large territory along
the coastal fringe would be made available
for dairy purposes. Mr. J. J1. East recently
went through this district, being authorised
to make an examination. of the Blackwood
River by the Fisheries Department. While
there he was struck by the large trat of
country which would be made available for
settlement if these fords along the Scott
River were removed. Mr. East is a man of
considerable experience, and I should be
glad if the Government would examine the
file which is in the Fisheries Department
and ascertain the nature of his report. Mr.
East visited the country between May and
Yune and rode for a distance of about 8
miles through water. It will thus he seen
what the country is like at that time of the
year. If this country could be made avail-
able in the way I have suggested, the re-
venue from the line, which must ultimately
be built between Big Brook and Flinders
Bay, -will very largely benefit. The timber
that comes from the State mills at Big
Brook has to be hauled over the ranges
through Bridgetown and through Mullalyup
to Donnybrook, I think having to rise some-
thing like 2,000 feet in the process of haul-
age. A considerable amount of revenue is
thus lost to the State, and there is heavy
.wear and tear on the working of the plant.
The natural trend of this trade should- be to
Flinders Bay, where there is an excellent
port. The country is on the down grade
all the way from the mill, and a line there
would -open up a lot of country which lies
along the Scott River. That railway would
also touch the coalfield at Mly Creek, where
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I amn informed the quality of the coal is
equal to that at Collie. I wish to say a few
words on the question of lime. The works
at Lake -Preston, are almost compliete and
ready to start operations. I believe that the
company concerned is in treaty with the
Government with the abject of having the
freight on lime reduced. I am informed by
the company that if the Government are
prepared to reduce the freight on lime, they
in turn are prepared to reduce the price of
the lime, -*hicb would thus mnake it v-ery
cheap fo'r the farmer. One of the 'main re-
quirements in connection with farming is
lime.

Ron. P. Collier: Are they prepared to sell
lime at less than parityt

Mr. PICKERING: They are prepared to
sell it at less then the amount which they
quoted. I think At was 10s. a ton. I believe
they are prepared to reduce the price of the
lime according to the reduction that is made
in the freight. 'This will probably lead to
the farmers getting lime slY something like
7s, 6d. a ton.

Hon. P. Collier: The same argument ap-
plies to fertiliser.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes.
Mr. Nairn: Do they sell at siding?
"Ar. PICKERING: I think it is sold at

Waroona.
Mr. Nairn: It looks like a sprat to catch

a mackerel.
Mr. PICKEuRING: It would be of ad-

vantage to the farmers, to get their lime
cheaply. This company will have the lime
available.

Mr. Foley: Is it proposed to reduce the
price of lime according to' the redaction that
is made on the freight?

Mr. PICKERING: Yet.
Mr. Nairn: A farthing a ton!
Roni. P. Collier: What has it to do with

them what freight the Government charges
Mr. PICKER~IG: I presume the argu-

int of the company is. that lim~e is needed
for the country, that th ey have plenty of it,
and that they would get rid of it to the f arm-
ers at a lower price. The lower the price., the
better it will be for the farmer, and the
greater will be the turnover for the com-
pany. I suppose these are the arguments
which. the company would put up.

The Minister for Works: There is nothing
to thank them for in that

Mr- PICKERING: What I am Concerned
about is getting the lime as cheaply as poa-
sible for the farmer.

Hon. T. Walker: Is this bird lime?
Mr. PICKERING: Some bird lime is very

good on a farm. The'iuanure from a poultry
yard is excellent.

Mr. Nairn: Do you think the Government
should make a further lass on their railways
through, the farmers?

.Mr. PICKERING: I desire to get lime as
cheaply as possible for the farmers. I have
to cart lime 14 miles to my farm . At least

*ct per acre is needed and it should be a
ton. Hon. members can well . understand

what price I have to pay by the time I have
got the lime on the farm. I am anxious that
it should be made available at the lowest
possible cost.

.The Minister .f or Works: If you had bird
lime it would fly there.

Mr. PICKERING: I am sorry the Midi-
ister does not appreciate the urgency of this
inatter to the fntmers. I am not treating
this as a matter of bird lime but of agricul-
tural. lime, which is ve5ry necessary in West-
ern Australia. The question of dingoes is
one which is causing me anxiety, because I
am being worried by various boards In my,
electorate.

The Minister for Works: They got £9,000
last year.

Mr' PICKERING: 'There are road boards
in my electorate that arc formied into vermin
hoards. Amongst these is one board that
claims to be free from dingoes. I have had
to lead a deputation to the Minister -for
Agriculture asking that this board should be
cut out of the vermin area, and then I have
had to lead a deputation from another board,
which has dingoes, within its precincts, asking
him to see that this is retained as a
vermin area. It is a very difficult posi-
tion, for me to take up. It Is recognised
thbat any board that is free from dingoes
is fortunate, and those boards like the
Sussex, Nelson and others that are cursed
with the dingo are unfortunate. I know
that there are boards from Capel to

.Dardauup and Harvey and -even Collie
which claim to be free from the dingo.
I suggest that the Minister should include
all those hoards iii the one area and there
can then be 00 complaint from any indinidnal
board. Bky doing that the amount of the
rate will be decreased, and those boards
which are free from the dingo will derive a
benefit from the boards which are keeping
back the dingo, and their amount of rate will
be pioportionately lower. I suggest to the
Minister that he should consider the advisa-
bility of bringing all these boards into the
vermin area.

The >1inister for Works: Why not the
Perth Roads Board as weill

Mr. PICKERING: I would not object
even~ to the Perth Roads Board being in-
eluded. Another matter I would like to dual
with is the Bussel' ton butter factory. I am
glad to be able to inform hon. members that
this .factory is going ahead by leaps and
bounds, so much so ' that the Government
have of necessity been compelled to increase

'the accommodation there. What I am jealous
of, however, is the reputation of that fac-
tory, and I want every care exercised by the
department in the direction 'of seeing that the
management ..is up to date in every respect.
There is -no reason why the butter turned
out by that factory should not he equal to
the best in Au -stralia, and the Government
shinld see to it that the mnagement is
second to none; The industry is an import-
ant one, and the-fadory at Busselton has done
good work for the State. It has been the
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forerunner of other butter factories in West
ern Australia, and the success demonstrated
at that factory was mainly responsible for the
extension of the industry. It is necessary,
therefore, that every care should be taken
to see that nothing but the best butter is
turned out. At one period we bad a man-
ager named Bray there and the work he did
was excellent indeed, but after he- left
troubles arose in connection with the factory.
I trust, however, that in the future every care
will be taken to see, that difficulties do not
arise. I was glad to hear from the Minister
that the question of dairy and herd testing
was receiving the attention of the depart-
ment and that the utmost was being done to
encourage it. I am convinced from tho ro.
sults which have followed scientific herd test-
lng that nothing but good can result,' from
the practice. I understand that the depart-
ivent have set aside a certain gum of money
for this pnrlose. The South-West conference
which was held recently, discussed the ques-
tion of lhow that money should be expended,
and it was suggested that it should be given
to the different societies to encourage herd
testing. I hope, however, that if the Gov-
ernsment take that stand they wvill not depart
from their existing practice of conducting
herd testings, because if that is carried out
by a Government department the results will
stand higher than those carried on outside.
I am convinced that the standard of our
dairy cattle will be considerably improved
by testing and the products of farming will
be proportidinatel3 increased. There is only
another subject to which I desire to allude,
and that isjvire netting. Seeing that we are
so tyoubled in the South-West by dingoes, I
trust the Department of Agriculture wvill do
all they can to assist the farmers in the direc-
tion of providing wire netting. Unfortu-
nately the Federal Government have imposed
a higher duty on this commodity and the
consequence is that the price of netting to-
day is higher than it ever was, end the
added impost is likely to increase the prc
by another £3 or £4 per mile. We all re-
cognise that to- carry out sheep farming suc-
cessfully in. the South-West and in the wheat
areas, it is essential that we should be able
to protect our sheep. From my own experi-
ence I- know that the practice of yarding
sheep at night time is unprofitable not only
because of the extra labour involved', but
also because in the lambing season it is not
possible to expcmt the sme avterage of
lambs if the sheep are moved about. Every
step vossible, therefore, should- be taken by
the Minister for Agriculture to try to bring'
about the removal of -the duty on wire net-
ting, and if possible to make arrangements
whereby wire netting may be supplied to far-
mers on extended terms. It is of vital neces-
sity in the South-West and in the wheat
areas.

lHon. Sir fl. B. LEFROY (Moore) [5.25]:
The term ."agriculture''I is a" all-embracing
one, and I would not have been tempted to
ay anything on the subject at the present

time but for certain remarks which were
made by the member for Swan (Mr. Nairn)
and by that great agricultural expert the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lamnbert). I
may claim to be a practical ,agriculturist,
having engaged in agriculture in this coun-
try from the sickle to the harvester and from
the scythe to the reaper and binder. we-
hear too much in this House about experts.
Experts are very good in their way, but a
mani is not going to make himself prosperous
by engaging experts or by leaning too- much
upon them.. The. prosperity of a man on a
farm or anyone who is engaged in the agri-
cultural industry depends on himself, and
work is the basis of success. Some of the
mhost successful farmers in this country are
those -who have had little or'no assistance
from experts. Agriculture is one of the most
important industries in the State. It is most
important because it provides everything.
that man requires, not only for food, but
also for clothing. At the same time, in dis-
cussing the Agricultural Estimates I do not
believe for one moment that any department
of the State is in itself going to make people
successful. It must depend on the experts
employed and the Useful assistance they
give to farmers. At the same time, as I
have already said, that assistance is not
everything.

Mr. Angelo: The experts are necessary
for the new settlers.

Hon. Sir H. D. LEFROY: I would like
the new settler not to lean too much upon
experts but to try to become his own expert,
and by so doing he is likely to be nmuch more
successful. The best work that the Agricul-
tural Department is doing to assist farmers
ii in the way of- making experiments with
different kinds of wheat. The farmer him-
self is not able to make these experiments
but by concentrating efforts in certain locali-
ties , the State farm, by growing different
Sorts of wheat, wre able to supply tarnems
with a particular seed which is required. At
the same time, a farmer should find out for
himself which is the best seed to grow in
his particular locality. The greatest prob-
Iea which we hve in regard to agriculture,
however, is tbat of rain, and no Agricul.'
trral Department I *s going to slettle that.
Given a fair distribution of rain, farming
on proper lines is bound to be successful.
We have in this country land capable of
producing everything that man requires.
During the past 30 years we have been dis-
cussing the question of supplying the State
with butter and we have not succeeded in
doing it yet. I hope, however, the time is
not far distant when we sbafl be able to do
so, but I do not see how we can succeed until
we get a bigger population. When we have
the people in this country-two or three
millions instead of 300,000, then we shall be
able to supply butter for all. I am pleased
to learn from the member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering) that the Busselton butter factory
has become a great success. I am not given
to advertising, but I think I may take a
little credit in connection with that institu-
tion, for when, I assumed office, it was dead.
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Assistance was given it, and its usefulness
has increased by leaps and bounds, and nowr
its position is thoroughly satisfactory. I
ant also pleased to know that the Bonbury
butter factory has proved a success. That
too I was able to assist in its re-establish-
mnent. It is owned by a private company
but that company received Government as-
sistance and the factory is now turning out
something like five tons of butter a week.
That is very satisfactory, because it is only
a few years ago that they had to start afresh
and re-establish their factory. Referring to
the remarks of the member for Guildford
(Mr. Davies), I would like the Committee to
know that right at the gateway of Perth,
we have one of the biggest settlements going.
on that we have in Western Australia. At
the present time, the country in the Upper

- Swan is being covered with holdings,, and
land is being cleared and planted with the
vine. I do not think that in any part of
Western Australia there is so muvh success-
ful settlement going on. There are some
hundreds of new settlers in country which
only a year or two ago was bush land. This
is now being covered with vineyards, and
there is every prospect of these. people being
highly successful. I am pleased to think
that I was able to place the first men in this
district after their return from tbd war, in
order that they might engage in currant and
raisin, growing. They have encouraged
others, and we have there country that has
been opened up and tried, country where we
know the vine will flourish as -well as in any
other part of. the world. I f imly believe
that these people wiUl be eminently success-
ful. The Midland Railway Company are pre-
pared to assist these people by increasing
the facilities for getting their produce to
market, and I think' they are to be com-
mended in that respect, because the land is
not their own and, moreover, they get very
little for the freight on goods, seeing that
they only carry their produce to Midlandl
Junction. At the present time I think agri-
culture is in such a position that it is bound
to cuntinrue to prosper as it has during th~e
past few, years; but everything depends on
the seasons- Even now, although we have
heard a great deal regarding the wheat which
is to be produced in the State this year, the
results are problematical. The farmer is
always full of hope. Personally, I hope that
we will yet have sufficient rain to assure a
bountiful harvest throughout the State. I
refer to the question of experts, because the
member for Coolgardic (Mr. Lambert), who
is one of the agricultural experts here, led
mec to make a few remarks on this subject.
I do not believe that we are going to get
prosperity through experts alone. I want
someone to take uip the question of obtain-
ing a cross 'between stinkwort and some
edible fodder. If we cant get that-I do not
know whether the member for Coolgardie--

'Mr. Lnuibert,: We will never get it through
any "pussyfoot" in aericailture.

Ron. Sir H. B. LEFROY: If we can get
some such result, we will have achieved some-
thing of great importance, securing, as we

shll, a fodder that will last right through
the summer. This in itself would be of
great benefit to tbe State. I would like the
mtember f or Coolgardie to exercise his mind
in that direction. I know he takes a great
interest in agriculture, as I do in mining,
and we might reciprocate in that way. If he
did something in the direction I hard indi-
cated, he wouldl achieve something of great
impo-rtance for the benefit of the stock
raisers of the country.

Mr. Lambert; When you grasp the rudi-
mea1ts of agriculture, I will talk to you about
the more advanced stages,

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: If the hon.
member would pay me a visit, I would be
glad to show him some of the rudiments of
agriculture.

Mr. Lambert. I do not reflect on the lion.
member- personally. -I was. speaking more
about the Party which he recently married.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: I will show the
hon. member some of the rudiments, from
wool to -wheat, and from peas to potatoes.
I know the hon. member's mind is of such
a nature that he quickly grasps the point at
Issue.

Mr. Green: You will find him an expen-
sive guest.

Hon. Sir H1. B. LEFROY. to be serious,
there is a large. amount on the Estimates
for the assistance of agriculture. I feel sure
alt those offcers who are engaged in the work
of the Agricultural Department are zealous
and desirous of doing their best for the
State. I trust that this large. amount of
money will be spent to the advantage of
agriculturists under the ahle control of those
now in chargg of the department. I trust
that the Agricultural Department w'tl he
able to give of its best for the assistance of
agriculture generally throughout the State.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.371:
During the last half hour I have had, a glance
through the annual report of the Agricul-
tural Department. I feel inclined to again
voice a protest I have already made this
afternoon at not receiving this report earlier
in the session. I notice even in the course of
a brief glance through the report that it con-
tains much valuable information which would
he of assistance to members and enable them
to get an idea of the work carried out by the
department during the yea;, thus assisting
them in the discussion of the Estimates for
the ensuing financial year. I was surprised
to hear so experienced en agriculturist as the
lion. member for Moore (Sir Hrenry Lefroy)
discounting the value of the experts so far as
this department is concerned. If there be
anything at all in the bon. member's con-
tentioni I do not know.

Hont. Sir H. 13. Lefroy:- I do not want to
cut down the vote.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is quite clear,
however. that this opinion is not shared by
others, for in looking downt the Estimates I
notice that there is provision f or a greater
number of experts in this departmuent than
in all the other departments put together.
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There is provisiob for something like 22 all
told; Whatever may be the value of the ser-
vices of these gentlemen 'to the industries Of
this State, the Under Secretary for Agricul-
ture at least does not entertain the same view
as the Lhon. member for Moore. in fact, the
Under Secretary emnphasises the point that he
desir~s to make provision for a: great num-
ber, or at lasat for experts of a greater cap-
acity in the future than have been available
up to the present. In the annual report which
we have just received the Under Bedretary
has the following to say-

I have pleasure in placing on record that
Mr. D. A. Herbert, Economic Botanist and
Pathologist, has been successful in' obtain-
ing from his University in Melbourne the
advanced degreo' of Master of Science. A
question of great importance to. the future
progress and increased, utility of this de-
partment is the adoption of a policy for
recruiting -the expert staff. In this con-
nection the value of local experience is of
particular importance in a State present-
lug such -marked features of diversity and
magnitude as Western Australia. At pra-
sent, in- most of the principal branches,
there would be a marked gap, and consid-
erable dislocation, should the department
for any reason suddenly lose the services
of any one of the experts at the head of
them. For greater senurity, and increased
efficiency in this direction, it is considered
that a policy should be laid down, and a
system outlined, for recruiting the staff in
such a way that there shall be, in the sev-
eral branches, young men who have re-
ceived the requisite theoretical and scen-
tific education, and who are in process of
acquiring the necessary practical experi-
ence, and of applying the teaChin~gs Of
science to the agricultural problems of this
State. These oficers would serve ar useful
purpose as assistants, and would, in addi-
tion, so far as they may develop the neces-
sary qualities, be available for stepping
into the more responsible positions as -vac-
ancies may arise.

I am not going to judge between the gentle-
man who is, Under Secretary of this, depart-
ment and the experience of the lion, member
for Moore.

HOn. Sir H. B. Lefroy: I say that they
must not lean too much on the experts.

IHon. T. Walker: Do'you mean they should
fatten on- them i

H~on. P. COLLIER: If, after alt, a Gov-
erment department has properly trained
men who are supposed to be experienced
scientific men too, and sends them round the
country lecturing and instructing the farmers
generally, surely you must expect farmers, to
a very great extent, to lean very considerably
upon the advice tendered by these experts. If
farmers are niot to lean too much-and I do
not know how you are going to strike the
happy mean-then the services of these men
are not required, or at least not so many of
them are necessary. I do not know how far
science has developed regarding agriculture,

Certainly it can be said that in all phases of
life, it is recognised, and has been recognised
mare particularly in recent years, by the big
financrial interests and by private enterprise,
that they are not going to make that ad-
vancement which they desire unless they make
full use of scientific knowledge.

Mr. Pickering: Agriculture is no excep-
tion to that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I sbould say not. For
too long an idea existed that any troglodyte.
could make a success on the land, which did
not require any intelligence but that a strong
arm and a thick skull were suffleient to en-
able a man to get on.

Mr. Harrison: A strong arm is a good
acquisition.

lHon. P. COLLIER: 'But I do not know
that a man who is thick in the head would
stand very well to-day. I read an article a
day or two ago which pointed oidt how many
things a farmer -required to be. Ile had to
be a book-keeper, an accountant, a plumber,
a wheelwright, and quits a number of other
things. However, I will leave the question of
the experts to the Under Secretary, and I
believe he will have his way. I was sujrprised
however, that the lion, member for Mtoore
did not make more, seeing that he has
joined the party which to-day specifically re-
presents the agriculturists, and complain miore
at the fact that the present Government,
which he supports, has altogether. abandoned
the policy of agricultural development which
he outlined two or three years ago. in-
bers will reedllect that 'in his policy speech
at Moora in. 1917 the lion. member came
out with a policy- of ready-made farms for
the South-West. Particularly for th pur-
pose of settling our returned soldiers, areas
wereo to be surveyed and cut up, and por-
tions of the areas cleared, and homes to be
erected, and everything put ini such order
that practically these settlers would be self-
sustaining from the very commencemnent.
During that intervening period of three
years nothing at all, so far as I am aware,
has been done in the South-West in pinr-
suanco of that policy.

Mr. Pickering: There has been a bit of
classifying "nd suirveying,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That has been the
position in spite of Ministers travelling
through the country and dilating tpbi
functions on figures taken from the "Statis-
tical Abstract'" as to the quantity and valuae
of imports of dairy produce, which was
henceforth to be grown in the South-West.
As long as I have been a member of this
Chamber, Ministers and others have conic
forward with policies for the development of
the South-West. It was in the South-West
that we were to retain that bn~re sum of
money,0£00,000 or £900,000. s-nt Pach year
to the Eastern States for dairy urodance. But
even a brief glance at the report of the Ag-
ricultural Department indicates that there
has not been of recent years any develop-
ment in the South-'WeEt.
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The Minister for Works: That is not cor-
rect.

Eon. P. COLLIER: I know there was a
sum of £50,000 spent by the Labour Gov-
ernment on an irrigation scheme in that por-
tion of the South-West which the Min-
ister for Works represents. The figures
which the report _ supplies, however,
do not indicate any development: nor
doss the amount provided for expenditure
:this year show that the Government are
pushing -forward the development of the
South-West. I had not the privilege of hear-
ing the H1onorary Minister introduce this
vote, and therefore I do -not know whether
he gave the Committee any comparative figures
regarding the production of butter, bacon,
and those -other essential coinmodities which
come under the heading of dairy produce,
during -th6 -last year -as -compared with the
years gone by. Personally, I do not believe
there has been any substantial increase. The
Government's policy as to pig raising and
bacon factories ought to be showing some
results by this time. That polity was iuau-
gurated three or four years ago, but the
figures given in the Agricultural Depart-
ment 's report do not indicate much head-
way. Six years ago, in 1914, there were in
this State 59,816 pigs; but in 1919 that num-
ber had fallen to 68,160,. or about 1,700
fewer. One would not expect. to find a. de-
crease in the number of pigs in the State.

Mr. Harrison: That decrease acconts for
the number converted into bacon.

Hon. P. COLLIER: According to the
hon. member's idea of developing an indus-
try, it is only a matter of time when this
particnlar industry will become entirely ex-
tinct.

Mr. Harrison: If the pig raisers do not
breed up.

Hon. P. COLLIER:. Surely there must be
provision for supply of pigs in connection
with the policy of establishing bacon fac-
tories. Surely those engaged in pig raising
make provision to keep up the number of
their pigs. If that is nottbeing done, tie State
as a whole is not going to derive any benefit
from the establishment of bacon factories,
because next year, or the year after, there
will be an insuffict supply of pigs for the
factories to handle. It seems to me strange
that -after three or four years of what I
may term active policy in this direction, there
were fewer -pigs in the State last year than
there were in 1914. The same remark a-p-
plies to cattle, which do not show a great
increase. Now let us turn to the figures of
area under cultivation, having regard to the
whole polity' of agricultural - derelopnwezt
which we have heard boosted day after dlay
around the country at every opportunity. The
area under cereals - is considerably smaller
for 1919 than for 19115. In fact,
the 1919 figures exceed only very
slightly those for 1914. In 1915, there
were, in round figures, 1,472,000 acres under
cereals. For last year the area was 1,243,000
acres, or about 230,000 acres less. Certainly,

there was an increase as regards hay; but
even that increase does net account for the
drop in cereals. Turning to -vineyards and
orchards, I find all along the line that the
figures in last year's report of the Agri-
cultural Department do not show the in-
creases that one might expect, With refer-
ence to the South-Wlest again, I find that
while under the heading of administrative
and technical development of the South-
West a sum of £ 6,360 was expended in 1915-
16, the amount expended in 1919-20 was
£3,476, or roughly only one-half. In my
opinion the policy enunciated by the member
for Moore when Premier was a good one. If
we are ever going to overtake the import of
dairy produce into this State, the supply
must come largely from the South-West. In
view of the land there being so heavily tim-
bered Lthat it- is very expensive -to prepare- for
cultivation, it is evident that the work of
agricultural development in the South-West
will not be undertaken by the individual
settler. That, indeed, is proved by the ex-
* perionce of many years. We cannot expect
men to undertake the clearing of country
which will run into £20 or £30 per acre, or
even more, with the certainty of having to
wait years for a return. Naturally, settlers
are concentrating their attention upon what
are called the wheat areas, where land is
more easily cleared and more readily pre-
pared for cultivation and. gives a return more
speedily. Intending settlers who have failed
to obtain land in the wheat areas have turned
their b -acks upon the South-West altogether.
Therefore a policy such as that outlined by
the member for Moore is* essential for the
development of the South-West. Failing that,
we shall for years to come be sending out of
the State huge sums of money for dairy pro-
duce. I rosy point out that the South-West
was practically the first portion of this State
to be settled. I think Captain Biissel landed-
at what is now Busselton about the Year
1831; and other portions of the South-West
have been settled ever since the foundation
of the colony of Western Australia. Not-
withstanding that fact, however, compara-
tively very little progress has taken place
in the South-West.

M r. Pickering: Because the people stick
to the old policy.

Rlon. P. COLLIER: The old settlers in the
South-West have homesteads sufficient for
their requirements; but the fact remains that
during the past ten or twelve years, in which
large riumbers of agricultural settlers from
the Eastern States and elsewhere have come
to Western Australia, the South-West has not
attracted anyv large number of new settlers.

Mr. Pickering:. It is too hard and too ex-
per sine.-

Hon. P. COLLrEER: There 'is no use in
talking about building additional railways in
order to assist the agricultural development
of the South-West. There is, for instance,
the proposed railway from Manjimnp to Den-
mark, which would cost a huge aum'of mn9ney.
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To build such a line and to let the land in
the South-West lie idle until the individual
settler comes along to develop it himself,
would be folly. Indeed, to my mind it would
be criminal waste of money. We have now
huge areas of idle land adjacent to the rail-
ways already built in the South-West. It
is not necessary that we should build addi-
tional railway mileage in order to provide
opportunities of agricultural development
there.

lion. T. Walker: There is the enormous
area of agricultural land in the Esperance
district, which has cost practically nothing
to develop.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so. What
strikes one, when travelling through the
South-Wist, is to see a few acres of cleared
patch on the hillside with several hundred
acres adjacent in the virgin state. While
that condition of things obtains there is no
need to build further railways in the South-
West. Unless the Government pursue a policy
of preparing farms there we shall see very,
little progress, no matter how much
we may talk. Government funds must
ho expenfded there. I understand that
approximately 4,000 returned soldiers
have been settled on the land in this
State, and I very much regret that a greater
proportion of them have Dot been settled in
the South-West, where they would have
been able to supply that which we need so
much, that which we are now importing
from the Eastern States. Moat of these re-
turned soldiers have been added to the
number of our wheat growers, who no doubt
arc doing well, and whose returns this year
will be very considerable. But it is neces-
sary that we should in the near future de-
velop the South2Wbst at all events suffi-
ciently to enable that area to supply the
State's requirements in the way of dairy
produce. Very few returned soldiers have
gone to the South-West, and very few in-
tending settlers are looking towards it; and
that will continue to he the position of
affairs until a policy somewhat in the nature
of that outlined three years ago by the mem-
ber for Moore is uidopted.

Mir. FOLEY (Leonora) [5.59]:- Having
spoken during the general discussion of the
Estimates on the necessity for doing some-
thing in 'the way of agriculltur~al develop-
ment, much on the lines sketched out by the
leader of the Opposition, I only wish - to
refer now to one point, and that is what the
experts of this State have done to assist
aericulture. Personally I am inclined to
think that the money spent in the mainten-
ance of our army of experts could be better
employed. By that I am not against ex-
perts being employed to instruct our farm-
era as to the best way of getting the maxi-
mum wealth out of the land. Experts do
a great deal of good. But I have always
wondered what the experts in this State
have done in respect of breeding wheat that
would bQZ suitable to our dry areas.

The Premier: They have done that.

Mr. FOLEY: They ha-ye done very little
of it during recent years. If they, could
breed a wheat that would not require to be
in the ground as long as our existing wheats,
it would be of very great value to the
State. Most of the energies of our many
experts are expended in the South-West.
But experience teaches us that. we must
look to some other portion of the State to
pull Westera Australia out of her difficul-
ties. 'There are other areas where expert
knowledge could be put to great advantage.
Recently alunite was discovered on the gold-
fields. Alunite by treatment produces one
of the best fertilisers to be found. A num-
ber. of ina got out some of the ore, treated
it and brought it down to -Perth for judg-
ment. They were willing to sell tile result-'
ant fertiliser to the farmer at a lower cost
than that of the oi-dinary fertiliser. They
submitted their product to Mr. 'Situpson, an
expert in the employ of the Mines Depart-
ment, one of the best chemists this or any
other State possesses. Mr. Simpson reported
favourably on the fertiliser, which he said
was excellent in quality and would be most
beneficial to the fanner. Therefore those
men wont onl with the business of produc-
ing this fertiliser. They sold somne of it to
the farmiers. Those who used it were well
satisfied with the results. Then along came
another expert, also of the Mines Depart-
ment, anid declared that the fertiliser was
no g~od. This expert was Mr. Mann. Mr.
Simpson had said the fertiliser w~s good,
the farmers had proved that it was good,
but Mr. Mann came along and said it was
bad. In consequence, the farmers are still
languishing for a cheap fertiliser. I think
the Minister could well consider- doing away
with the duplication of these experts. The
Production of the alunite fertiliser was good,
not only for the farmers but also for the
mining industry, for it enabled the miners
who for years had worked in deep mines to
seek a change by finding work in shallow
mines. I have never seen in any of the re-
ports sfubmitted by our experts reference to
that wonderful belt of country lying 20
miles almost direct north of Perth, the
country around Yanchep. It is-one of the
most fertile tracts I have ever seen. More-
over, it bas abundance of the best water im-
aginable, a fact to which the attention of
those who are taking an active interest in
thie manufacture of woollens in this Stats
sihould be directed:

BILi T. Walker: Who owns that land!
Hlow can one get itY

Mr. FOLEY: It is unoccupied Crown
land. Out in that Yanchep area will be
found also phosphates in abundance. A
number of small settlers there are growing
wonderfully good vegetables and fruit,
using nothing but the local phosphates. In
view of this, it does seem strange that none
of our agricultural experts should have
directed attention to that district. At pre-
sent we are paying an exorbitant price for
butter. Nine years ago we were told that
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the South-West, with its dairying industry,
would come to the salvation of the State.
After nine years of good seasons down
there, we are paying more for butter than
ever in our past history. Rather than send
settlers down the South-West, the Govern,
meat would be well advised in establishing
them in an area like Yanchep, where they
would have a good fighting chance. A set-
tler going into th-e South-West might work
hard for 20 years without being able to
clear sufficient land for the making of a
decent living. Not in the South-West alone
but in Gippsland also have I seen men and
women wasting their lives, only for someone
else to come along and reap the benefit.

Hon, T, WALKER (Kanowna) [0.121:
- Sbindthiitg - has ben ',said- -about the- em-'

ployment of so many experts. -it is quite
possible that we are employing too many.
II do not see the benefit accruing from some
of the experts that we have; I do not think
we get full results from them. But, to a
live polity of agricultural development, ex-
perts are necessary. Those nAtions w hich.
have made the greatest advancement, in
agriculture are those which have specially
sought out their scientific men, men of wide
experience and training in agriculture. It
is the boast of the Canadian system that
they take knowledge to the remotest little
farm away in the west, or away up north,
'and that in every tract of country, wherever
there is the slightest variation, of soil, a
.demonstration is held to show what can be
done with that soil. Here, it seems to me,
we have more or less a superficial way of
instructing ' the farmers. We start experi-
mental farms and abandon them. I believe
that at the present time tbe Narrogin State
Farm is more or less under sentence of
death. At all events there are questions as
to how 'i t should. be managed, and whether
it Should be merely a school or whether it
sbould be) a farm.

S itting suspended from 6.15 to 7.20 pzm-

Hon. T:- WALKER: Before tea I 'was
* peaking of a method of assisting settlers in

Canada. I know that Canada is an immense
conqntry with great climatic difenes and

* with vast areas of varying land to treat, but
the Dominion Government, assisted by pro-
vincial Governments, meet nearly all the re-
quirements of the farmers in that enormous
area. The consequetece is that that counitry
is going ahead by leaps and bounds. Settle-
ment proceeds on the principle of reaching
out as far as possible, and sending to the
West and the North the newcomer. The policy
is iot. simply to Centre everything around the
few big towns and to keep thie population
congested iii the cities, but to develop the
whole country and do so simultaneously. It
is a policy I should like to see pursued here.
I should like to see some of our experts, as
they are called, attend specially to some par-
ticular feature of agriculturre or of mixed

farming. As it is, our experts, being but
few, have too much to attend to; they have
all kinds of requirements to mneet.

Mr. Underwood: They have so much to
learn.

lion. T. WALKER: That may be true
also. Most o~f our experts comie from othdr
parts of the world. If there is one State
more than another, I think, that has a
variety of conditions all requiring to he
studied, it is Western Australia. Even in
this State there is every -possible type of soil
from the poor and unfertile sand to the most
fertile of country-

Mr. -Underwood: And fertile sand, too.
Hon. T. WALKER: From the zero of

fertility right up lto the highest point of
fertility that it is possible for soil to reach.

- Smetimes- we -find- these extremes within a
distance of a few miles, soil which will. al-
mjost grow anything, and soil which will
scarcely produce anything.

Mr. U~nderwood: If you do not look out
you will find experts within a distance of a
few feet of each dther.

Hon. T. WALKER: We do not want ex-
perts within that dlistance of each other. We
want to have judgment in the service to
which the experts -are to be put. The Wheat
Belt is different from the South-West. We
require a different method of treatment
there and a different method of develop-
ment. The conditions vary again as we go
to the North and the North-West. We want
those who are qualified for these particular
zones to advise even upon all the varying
conditions that may be found in tbem. I
am particularly impressed with the sugges-
tion that there should be experimental plots
run by the farmers themselves, under the
superintendence of a central board, with the
particular inspectors who have these portions
allotted to them f or their -supervision.

Mr. Underwood: It is a good job for the
expert and supervisor.

Hon. T. WALKER: I do'not know that
1' am holding a coavefsation with the hon.
member. Sometimes his interjections are
good, but these conversational attempts to in-
terrupt the speaker shows that lack of cour-
tesy of which the hon. member has so often
been accused. It is not that we require an
enormous number of experts, as suggested by
the interruptions of some 'hon. members.

Hon. P. Collier: There are only 22 there,
Hon. T. WALKER: One inspector in a

district ought to be able to advise upon all
these special features. It is not necessary
to have an expert for poultry, another for
wheat, another for vegetables, and another
for fruit, all going into the same district.
One man should have sufficient general qaali-
ficationi, under the superintendence of the
head of the Agricultural Department, to
supervise and instruct in all these -partice.
lars. It is not that we lack experts here, 'but
we lack the knfowledge of bow to use th 'em
and to put them to the best advantage.

Mr. Foley: Was'- it not the experts that
beat the Esnerance railway?
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Hon. T. WALKER: It was not an agri-
cul tural expert.

-Mr. Foley: It was.
Mr. Underwood: It was the expert poli-

tician.
Hon. T. WALKER: No, nor even that.
Mr. Foley:,* The agricultural chemist.
Hon. T. WALKER: It wa's the chemist.

I question whether :1 should call him in that
respect an agricultural chemist.

' Mr. Foley: If you. will, -read this report,
you will see that be is the. agricultuPral chem-

Hon. T.. WALKER: Never mind what that
report says. I have g ave doubts as to his
judgment in -regpeot to the lands of the
State. He certainly put up a report which
has been demonstrated to be false. It is
that difference- I want to make clear between
the office theorist sad the practical exper .t.
In order that they may get practical ex-
perts in Canada they not only have experi-
Mental frms in the Provinces, but they have
in every* district experimenital plots, and it
is upon the actual results achieved there
that the instructiouis are given to the
farmers. We find a man going through a
lot of dry chemical formula, an d giving them
forth as the results of tests on the lands at
Esperanee, although these results have been
demonstrated again and again to he
absolutely false. Similar results have been
obtained in regard to the analyses of other
lands. Even the report of this expert was
not sufficient to stop the construction of the
-railway. The trouble was that we had politi-
cal experts, as the hon. member puts it, at
-work, Men who were determined to take ad-
vantage- of the position to obtain revenge
over the Labour Administration for their
having obtained -anthority to build the line.
It was made an electioneering cry, appar-
ently with the object of making it appear
that the Labour party had enigineered that
line purely for political and corrupt pur-
poses. That was the intention sought to be
conveyed from the. political platform of the
party in question.

Mr. Foley: N ot in this Chamber.
Hon. T. WALKER: No. It was at elec-

tion time. The somewhat unwise, injudicious,
and incorrect utterances on the part of Mr.
Mann were taken as the basis to step the
construction of the line, andi to do an im-
mense injury to that part of the State.

Mr. Foley: Tbip. is the agricultural chemist
the State has got.

Ron. T. WALKER: I have no faith in,
him as such.

Mr. Smith: Subsequently proved ito be
incorrect.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes. We have had
other agricultuiral chemists I1 would more im-
plicitly trust, particularly rrofessor Paterson
of the University- He is.a man I1 have some
faith in. There is more than mere formal
chemistry required to -judge of the qualities
of soil. -One needs to be something of a bac-

teriologist as well, and to have some know-
ledge of the vital elements of the soil, I am
not speaking merely 4rom fancy when I
speak- of the vital elements of the soil. That
great- French chemist Monsieur Serthelot
speaks in words almost identical with those
that I have used. This is from "New Con-
ceptions in Science -

A line of delicate experiments 'revealed
to M. Berthelut that the fixatiou, of nitro-
gen is incontestably due, to the presence
of miarobes. His work he summed up in
an expressive phrase. "The soil,'" he said,
'is in some sense living." This idea,

taken up by seone German experimenter;,
has led to the establishment of microbe
cultures, for the breeding and sale' of the
especial family of germs which perform this
useful work. Bet M. Berthelot, not con-
tent, has gone further and shown. that,
under the intloenee of a silent discharge
of electricity, many organic compounds
may absorb the nitrogen of the air. So a
series of lightning-rods leading to large
metal plates buried in the ground markedly
increase the yield of a field. The influ.-
ence of the nitrates used directly as fey-
tilisers is so evidentlj beneficial that with
the development of the guano beds of
Chill a great industry has grown up. Still,
the nitrates are dear, the beds riot exteh-
shve. Taking up an old experiment of
Cavendish, M. Berthelpot has shown that
under the action of a high-tension current
of electricity the nitrogen and oxygen of
the air may be made to combine in large
quantities. Much, indeed, of his chief
work has been done. with this puissant aid.
He was the first to show the r~le which
electriitf may play in chemical synthesis.
The formation of acetylene from its ele-
ments was realised by means of the elec-
tric arc, a method which has, since, in his
owvn hands and those of M. Moissan and
others, yielded such astonishing results.

I need not go further. The work I am quot-
ing from is "New Conceptions in Sciences'
by Carl Snyder, an American, and the
chapter on synthetic chemistry shows
the services this great scientist has
-rendered to his compatriots in France
for the development of agriculture. It
is that, -that we require here . -R We
requi re soifie head department like- - Our
University to take. up that part of the work,
experimental work. The work of assisting
the farmer should be::done in the districts
and, so to speak, the nman who is in charge
of a particular district should not leave it.
He ought to be there on the spot to super-
vise the work in that portion of the country
and aid it with every bulletin and every
niessage of assistance from headquarters
from a scientific, standpoint. 'That is the
course that is being pursued in Canada and
in America, and certainlv it is being puIrsued
in France, and before the war, in Germany.
I see no reason why we should not do it here
imstead of having inspectors travelling the
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country on hurried visits and coming back
to report at their offices and then going
back again. As a matter of fact, the Agri-
cultural Department is practically run by the
Under Secretary, who himself is not an ex-
pert. He has officers under his command,
and he encourages or discourages them as
his mood may take him. That, to my mind,
is not a wise policy to follow. We require
men to almost live with the farmners in the
beginning stages of their work, and to assist
them by actual demonstrations in the neigh-
bourhood. In the meantime I commend the
policy adopted in Canada of spreading the
people out by sending them into the far
back. Naturally, railways must overtake them
in dne course, but if we keep them in close
proximity to the city and to the coast, any-
where beat~ td its, twe eanaot -expect -the coun-
try to be developed. Hlow can we encourage
population in that wayI I wonder when I see
the- lethargy-I cannot call it anything else
-in pursuing our policy of land settlement,
what we are going to dio with those hun-
dreda and thiousands of soldier settlers we are
inviting from the old country. As has
been pointed out more than once uip to the
present, all we have been doing in connec-
tion with the settlement of our own returned
soldiers is to buy out some farmer who 'has

dlone his clearing, and who has perhaps pre-
pared his lfarmn-we buy him out and put a
uew man in, perhaps a man who knows noth-
ing about it, and who may make a failure 6f

it. Of course, such a man has9 a better chance
with a farm in process of development, but
those who have got used to the country, its
climate and its soil, and who ha-ve. become used
to the methods of eultivation, are likely to
mnake. a greater success of such country. What

rxe we going to do in the wa-y of finding
farmsa when we are inundated by A flood of
immigrants from the old countryl Where
are we goinig to put those people? Men must
strike out in new rf.egions, in new fields, and
it is this that takes meni back to the stoppage
of the construction of the Espeiance line
on the recommendation of the State agricul-
tural Chemist. The work was stopped be-
cause that officer said the land contained
salt. It has been demonstrated new that that
is. not so. I maintain that that portion of the
country requires less cost for its develop-

-'ment than any other part of Western Aus-
*tralia. There is also a larger area of uni-

form country there than in any other part
of the State. of course I do not allude to
the varieties of soil that one may find else-

*where, or to the extent of territory that
exists in the North-West. The land at 'Es-
peranece requires another form of treatment
and it should he attended to without delay.
it is ideal wheat country, and it is a spot
where we should apply scentific knowledge
to its development. Since I had occasion to

*speak last in the Chamber on this subject, a
numiber of me', from the mallee country of
Victoria and from the malice country of
South Australia have been over the district
with the view of axvestigating the character

of the soil and the possibilities of sattle-
ment. I have received visits from these peo-
ple. The Premier, too, has some kpiowledge
of Mr. Kent's ipiestigation. That gentle-
man lis assured the Premier 'and he has
assured the public through the Press, that
the inallee lands in the Esperance district a-re
equal to, and in some respects, superior to
the Mtallee lands in Victoria and South Aus-
tralia. Others have been there inspecting
the country since, and I received a letter only
by the last mail f rom one who is travelling
through there, anad who has c-ome from the
Victorian mallec country, his intention be-
ing to investigate and report. What be says
is just as encouraging as the representations
which have been made by others. With very
little money indeed, that land can be cleared.

.2 fhere-is room. there -for thousands of fai-i
lies. Hon, members have not had the plea-
sure of visiting that part of the world as they
have the North-West, and the wheat belt,
and other portions of the country at the ex-
pense of the State, but it would he an eye
opener, I feel sure, if they could take a
trip to that district. It is to me a marvel
that' that enormous area is absolutely us:.
glected. It might as well be at Port Darwin
or at the Gulf of Carpenteria for the interest
that is taken in it by the general public in
this part df the State.

Mr. Teesdale: Why do they keep an of-
ficial in his position after doing a trick like
thati

Iffon. T. WALKER: TI do -not know. It
line been a Mystery to me. Let me tell the
hon. member that within the last year or two
many men have Snquired about the Esper-
ance district land, men who have been an-
xious to take it up. They have gone to the
Agricultural Bank and to those Government
departments that are supposed to assist se-
tiers in making a choice, but they
have been 'discouraged in every instance.
They have been told that they will not get
one pennyworth of assistance if they go to
that part of -the country, hut that if they
will take up land soinewhere else in the near
neighibourhood of Perth, for instance, they
will be assisted to the utmost, and so far as
the law will permit. This has actually been
told to them, and they have been discouraged
in every way from going to the Esperance
country. Settlers living on the spot who
have asked for a little assistance have been
told that they were f ools to stay there and
that they could get noL help whilst they re-
-mained there. They were told that if they
wanted assistance, it would be better for
them to give uip their blocks there, and come
nearer to Perth. -Perhaps those were not the
:words used, but that was the meaning that
was conveyed to them. That has been done
through officialdom. I am pleased to know
now from the Premier that he is going to
alter that, ad I believe 6cee an rely upon
him. when he makes such a promise. That
part of the State will then he treated just
as he treats every other part, and the Indus-
tries Assistance Board and the Agricultural
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Bank will go to the assistance of the settlers
and help new beginners at Esperance as they
ho-re helped beginners elsewhere, Only last
season, a man at Esperance applied for
super, and tailed to get it. It only shows
how difficult farming is in that part of the
world, when a man applies in time to get his
super in, and it does not reach him until the
Crop is ready to come off. They are obliged
to grow crops without super down there, and
the instance 1 have quoted is not isolated.
The case of Mr. Townsend can be referred to.
I have had repeatedly to remind the depart-
ment of the delays that were going an and
of the fact that they were making farming
down there imapossible. Then they turn
rokiud and say, "Look at the results!''
'What results can we expect when so little
help is given to the settlers? I ama pleased
to recognise that something is likely to be
dope and also that we have a promise from
the Minister for 'Works that the railway is
to be proceeded with. It is satisfactory to
know that the Esperanee settlers are to be
accorded the same facilities as the settlers in
other~parts of the State. If that happens, what
will it meant We shall have an agricultural
State down there, or at least something like
one. There is a~n area there almost equal in
extent of the State. The country is uniform,
though there is not thq variety we find in
the wheat belt where we may come across
wodgil Country, saniplain and forest land
within a few yards almost of each other.
At Esperanee the land is uniform. It is
some of the best wheat land we have in this
State, or in any other. Once it is brought
into proper cultivation it will give satisfac-
tory yields, and whoever undertakes that
-work there with fair facilities and fair
,chances of findinig a market for his pro-
-ducts, will mnake a homie not only for him-
self and his family, hut for generations to
come. It is my conviction that we can settle
a big population there, that the place will
rapidly grow and extend, and add to the ro-
sources and wealth of this counitry, and that
it will assist in the development of one of
the finest harbours on the coast. Then, mn-
stead of that land, isolated as it is there, we
will find through the blessings of agricul-
turdl cultivation, a flotilla on our coast, and
tverlasting visits of ships which will make
our country rich and powerful -from one ex-
tent to the other just as America has be-
come, almost it might be said in the course
of a lifetime. I am speaking, of course, of
North America. I was a boy in Canada
when the people were speaking of Manitoba
as one of the distant wilds, when it was a
great thing to risk to go out there to settle,
or to go out there as a policeman at an out-
post. NYow we find enormous cities right out
in the heart of the country, and away to the
Pacific roast. Why cannot we proceed with
a similar policy here? All that has hasp-
pened in the course of my lifetime in Can-
ada. I have made. inquiries regarding that
wonderful progress, and on my recent trip
to America it was astounding to me to find
the enormous growth flint had taken place,
and. all by the pursuance of the policy of

cultivation, of settling people on the land,
and by sending them out farther. If we
pursue that policy here, we shall within the
course of the lives of some of those who are
listening to me now, have at Esperance an
iinportant seaport and we shall open up
right along the coast through to Israelite
Bay, and right to the borders of South Aus-
tralia, enormous areas for cattle raising. It
will add to the -welfare of this State beyond
computation. It only means that we must
apply oiurselves to our task and be fair and
just in our treatment of every part of the
State.

The HON'ORARY MINISTER (Hon. F.
E. S. Willmott-Nelson-in reply) [8.2]-: 1
want to reply briefly to some of the ques-
Lions and statements that have been made
by various hon. members when speaking to
this vote. Never in my Parliamentary ex-
perience have I seen so much interest shown
in the debate on this departfaent. It is in-
deed pleasing at such a time as this, to
know that members of this Chamber are
taking such a deep interest in the work of
this department. The opinions of members
naturally vary: It was rather amusing to
hear the leader of the Opposition trouncing
the member for Moore (Sir H. B. Lefroy)
on his opinion of experts. The member for
Moore stated that the great factor was the
man, so far as the land was Concerned; t
expert had very little to do with it.

Hon. P. Colliert There are over 20 in the
department.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: The hon.
member says that the expert is necessary.
I, too, believe that the expert is necessary,
but if the wrung man is on the land, the
expert will never mnake a farmer of him.
That, of coarse, is patent to everyone. But
if the officer is an expert and can impart
the knowledge he has to the farmers, in
other words, if he is lit to hold his posi-
tion, that. man is of i-nestimrable value to the
agricultural industry. We have many ex-
perts in this department. Let us take the
ease of the fruit industry. We have experts
there, and have had for a very considerable
time. These officers have been of the
grea teat possible advantage tor the ftit
grower.

Mr. Davies: You do cot pay them very
much.

The HONORARY I:fiNISTTR: I will ad-
mit that. The chief inspector draws a psl-
try pittance for the work he performs. 1
admit that that is the ease, and could wish
that he was drawing a very much larger
salary.

Mr. Smith: Why- do not you increase his
salary?

The HONL'ORARY MI-NISTER: I am not
the Minister for Agriculture; I am repre-
senting the Minister for Agriculture in this
Chamber.

H1on. P. Collier: lIn other words, your col-
leagues. are responsible.
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lRon. T1. Walker: I hope tile Minister
knows what you are saying.

The HONORARY -MLNqSTER: Up to a
few years ago the fruit growers iii this
State packed their fruit as they thought
fit. Each man thought his inethod. was the
best. The expert came along and initroduced.
methods absolutely revolntionising the
wliole business, showing how we could make
far mnore out of our induistry. The result
to-day is that Western Aulstr-alian fruit Onl
the London market is regarded as the finest
and best packed, and secures the highiest
prces. Un fortunnately, as I mentioned when
introducing the vote, we have a fixed price
for fruit iu London, which means that we in
Western Australia are not getting what we
should for a very much better article than
that plsccd on the London market :from the
other States. We have other experts in
wool, wheat, dairying, and so on, and, from
what I can gather, they are perf orming
very good work. I would be sorry indeed
to see any opinion go forward fromn this
Chamber indicating that the experts are uset-
less.

lion, P. Collier: Aid we have a poultry
evpert who is getting £234 a year.

The HONORARY M11INtSTER: The in em-
ber for Kanowna (Ron. T. Walker) is an
optimist so far as his part of the country is
concerned. 1 know that country pretty well.
I have put in mionths there travelling, not
by areoplane or rushing through by motor
car, hut journeying over the roads in the
early days of the goldfields, when I had to
go 20, 30, and 40 miles east and west look-
ing for water. I have a good knowledge of
the country, such as few men in this State
have to-day, and I bear out what the hon.
member says, that we have an enormous
territory there that will prove to be one of
the greatest wheat-producing areas in West-
ern Australia. The trouble is that where
the very best country is north of the mallee
belt, the rainfall so far has been too light.
South and -west of that portion, there is ain
enormous territory. West of the Esperane-
Norsemna road there is a territory "on its
own," which, in years to c!ome, will, 1.
think, carry an enormous population, anld
may even fulfil that prediction so eloquently
made by the hon. member for Kanowna
when Esperanee will develop into aa enorm-
olus centre.

Mr. Johnston: What about the railway?
The HONORARY MINISTER: The bon.

member knows very well that the question
of the railway cannot be discussed during
this debate.

Mr. Johaistoii: Agricultural development
depends upon it.

The HONORARY MTNISER:- The hon.
member for "Kanownia said that the Ga-vern-
nuent had done nothing in the work of clear-
ing land for returned soldiers.

Hon. T1. Walker: I did not say quite that.
The HONORARY MNISTER: The hion.

member said that farms on which the land
was cleared were bought and the soldiers

[36]

pilaced thereon. Tflat has; been done in
tunny cases, but we have cleared thousands
of acres of green timber country for them,
and thousands of acres more would have
been cleared if we could have secured men,
inat-hIiie ry, and explosives at somiething
like a cost which the man taking up the
land would have some chance of paying.
That is the whole trouble. Our clearing
rests have gone up by 7.5 per cent., which
maeans that that increase has to be added to
the price oif land, and it is almaost like a.
heart-breaking task to ask them to shonider
thle burden unitil such time as we can reduce
this cost.

Hlon. T. Walker: The Esperance areas
would not entail such aL cost.

The HONORARY MINISTER: But we
cannot nil go to Esperance. The hon. mema-
ber says that in Canada they pushed out
and tried to settle the whole country. We
must tiy to do the same thing he-re, and
there is no greater believer in decentralisa-
flea in this State than I am. But, with a
paltry population such as we have in West-
ern Australia, the task confronting us is a
gigantic one.

Mr. Tesdale: And we have no Canadian-
Pacific railway to hack us up.

The TrONORARY INISTER: The mem-.
ber for Williams-NarOgia made a statement
rgardiu~g the Narrogin State farm, that
the committee had been instructed 7by the
Government to confine their efforts regarding
the proposed new agricultural farm or college
to an area withein 20 miles of Spencer%'
Brook. I have examned the files in an en-
deavour to find where that hon. member got
his information. So far as I know, t~-
information is entirely incorrect. No such
instructions were givren.

Mr. Griffiths: lIt was generally under-
stood that that was so0.

The HTONO:RARY MINISTER: That may
be so, but I do not know on what that- gen-
eral understanding was based.

Mr. Johnston: I got it from a memiber oif
the cown)nAtte.

The HONORARY -MINISTER: I do not
know whore such an instruction could come
from. It ma-y, of course, harp been verbal,
but I do not think that any such instroetion
has been given. It would be a most extra-
ordinary instruction to give. The member
for 'Kalgoorlie made a statement rocarulin -
freights on fruit. Someone. lie said, had
given him the figures, and I understand it
was a fruit grower from Mt. Barker. lie
stated that the freight on a case of fruit to
lond(on was is. 6d, Let cue say, I wish to
God it was. The freight on one ease of fruit
to London is s.

'Mr. Harrison: Is that an average?
The HONORARY -MINIST-ER: That is

the freight. It is not a matter of aversage,
hut a definitely fixed freight. At the present
time we are threatened with a rise in that
freight. Where it is going to end, I do not
know. The friuit growers, as I have already
indic~ated, are faced with the position that
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there is a fixed price on the London market,
and the cost of grow-lng a case of fruit and
Bendting it from the orchard in Western Aus-
tralia to the purchasers in London is 16is.

Mr. Bmith: Where is tihe "Kangaroo"?f
The HONORARY MINISTER: She is not

insulated, and has no refrigerating space.
Therefore she is perfectly useless for carry-
ing fruit. I ala sorry that the hon. member
for Kalgoor-lie did1 not give me the na-me of
the gentleman who gave him this infornma-
tion, beecanse there is nothing worse for a
member of Parliamnent to carry about than
wrong information, To come to this Rouse
and make a statement backed up by the auth-_
ority of an orehardist that it costs is. 6d.
to send a ease of fruit to London when it
realy costs s., ,is misleading the HI.ouse.

lion. P,. Collier: I believe he camne fraon
Bridgetown.

The HONORARY )MIIR: We have
all sorts of people there, bat none foolish
enough to make such a statement.

M.Munsie: He is probably one of those
orchtardists who do not grow fruit.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Probably
that is the position. The member for Gas-
enyne (Mr. Angelo) said that it was a stanid-
ing disgrace that fruit was not on the din-
ner table at Parliament House, and that
our fruit was not put to better use for ad-
vertising purposes. I entirely agree with
him, but I remember when -we did have fruit
on the table. 'Why it was stopped I do not
know.

Mr. Munsie: That was only when a couple
of cases were sent up as a gift.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I agree
that oar people should eat more fruit, It
is an extraordinary thing that, as "Pussy-
foot" Johnson says, the man who likes
whisky will not touch fruit. The member
for Swan (Mr. Maimn) emphasised certain
wants of the soldiers settled in his district.
That is a matter for the Repatriation Dle-
partment, and does not come under this
vote; and therefore I shall not deal with it.
The member for York (Mr. Griffiths) gave a
most interesting address on the subject of
agriculture, more especially -with reference to
our second class lands. I may inform the
hon. member that investigations on the sub-
ject have been going on and are going on,
and will go on as long as we have money
for the purpose: As to the wodgil lands in
particular, there is danger in sending a Gov-
ernment officer around to tell the settlers
what to do--danger because we cannot be
thoroughly sure that he is right. In the past
the inspectors were instructed to tell the
settlers to go on with their wodgil land, that
it was the easiest land to clear, and that
it was good laud when cleared. The result
was that a good deal of wodgil land was
clearedl, and eventually was found to be
worthless. The settlers continued cultivating
that land year after year, hecause they, were
told. th~at if they turned it ov-er and sweet-
enked it, it would become good land.

lion. P,. Collier.: There is something wrong-
With the expert who recommends the culti-
vation of such land year after year without
finding out that it is no good.

The 1hONORARY MINl'.ISTER: The expert
was isled.

fleu. P'. collier: Whio led him, or misled
him?

The hO0NORARY MINIl STER: The people,
of the district.

Hlon. 1P. Collier: Ile was taking advice
ftrem the farmers, was he?

The HO0NORARY. MINItSTER.: Does not
the expert always take advice front the farm-
cr5_? Ilow does an expert get his knowledge?
He gets certain knowledge theoretically, and
then lie goes to the practical inan and asks,
"llow does my theory compare with piactice?''
llon. members will recollect the beanifful
pl'etog-raphs of wodgil land showing fine-
crops of oats and other fodder;, which photo-
graphs convinced the public that wodgi
country would grow oats, and, far another-
thing, rape.

Hon. P. Collier: Now wodgil is good dairy,
land, I believe.

The HO0-NOTRRY MINISTER: Since then
it has been discovered that these photographs
were not taken on wodgil land. That is the
point. Those crops were grown on land bor-
dering en wodgil country. The land had been
cleared before the expert saw it, and be ac-
cepted the -word of the people on the spot. I
took the trouble to study those protograpis-
very carefully, and I noticed that a well up-
standing crop of rnpe, for intance, dim-
inished gradually to nothing as it ran inito-
the ivodgil country. When it got right into
that country, the crop disappeared altogether.
The report further stated that if farmers
would have patience and would carefully cul-
tivate the wedgil land -far six or seven years,
then they would find it growing oats anAd
grass. Any practical farmer, of course, would
turn down such a proposition very quickly.

Hon. P. Cornier: Who told the farmers
that? The expert?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is in
the report. We know that in such a case the
return, to be profitable, would need to be
something like 90 bushels to the acre selling
at somnething like 13s, 6d. per bushel. I am
glad to say that owing to the representation&
of the member for York (Mr. Grifliths) and
other hon. members the Lands Department
have dealt sympathetically with the unfortu-
nate holders of wodgil land, who in' conse-
quenee are now it a very much better posi-
tion.

Hion. T. Walker: Have you found a use
for todgil land yet?

The HONORARY MINSTER: At one-
time it was thought that all wodgil land was
the same. But that is not so. There are
four or five varieties of wodgil land. There-
is poison in all of them, but the amount of'
poison 'varies. Land on which wodgil grows
in conjunction with other timbers is some-
times from passable to fair. Pure wodgil
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laud seems to be perfectly useless. We have
-to And out why it is useless.

Mr. Griffithsa: The cultivation of wodgil.
land was not brought about by the expert,
but by one of the inspectors.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It was
-originally brought about by one of the ex-
perts, who advised the inspectors. The mem-
ber for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) seemed
-dubious as to fruit growers being able to ob-
tai fruit cases to market their products this
year. A deputation waited upon the Premier
last weeck in this connection, when ofte gentle-
luau made the statement that the fruit-
growers need not worry as the firm of Pater-
son & Co. could supply all the eases required.
I am rather doubtful whether that prophecy
will prove correct, but I am sure that the
Minister for Works will see that the State

-sawmills will do all that is possible to, provide
eases. ]Regarding the drainage of the Scott
River, in the far south, in the neighbourhood
of the Blackwood River, reports have come to
h ,and, and next summer levels will he taken
to verify the reports and to determine
whqther the bar can be removed and thus the
.large tract of country to the .north of the
'Scott River drained. In that case we shall
have available a fine area fit for dairying
And fruit crops. With regard to lime, I have
previously made a statement of what is being
-done. I muay add that the company operat-
ing at Lake Clifton are bound, under an Act
passed by' this Parliament, to supply lime in
the natural state at 10s. and crushed at 12s.
-per ton on trucks at Waroona. I understand
that the company are prepared to reduce the
price of 10s, to 7 s. if the Government are
prdpared to carry the lime free over the rail-
-ways. Now, to carzy a 'ton of lime from
Waroona to say Bridgetown costs about 4.

)6d- It does not take much of a nmathermatician
to recognise that 'If. -a farmer can get his lime
f or 4s. 6d. per ton less than he is now pay-
ing, he can afford to use more,- lime.
I dg not know that the scheme has yet
reached the Government in a, concrete
form, but- when. it does it will, receive every
,consideration, In reply to the remarks of
the member for Sussex regarding dingoes
and vermin boards, I can only say that the
districts which are free from dingoes are I n-
dlined to be selfish. However, I have noted
the' hon. member's remarks and shall bring
them 'uder the notice of the Minister con-
'trolling the department. The discussion of
this' vote, which has lasted over several sit-
'tings. must now have covered every item;
and therefore, I trust that the vote will be
passed by the Committee without further
debate.*

.General debate concl. uded; items discussed
aag follow..

Item, Under Secretary, £648:
Mr. JOtNSTON: Is it the intention of

-the Government to resumne the publication of
'the "Agricultural Journlj in connection
with this department. which costs £67,000
per. annum? The department contains a
large.- number of -experts; headed by the
Un der. Secjretary,' and~ that, gentleman might

well attach to the duties of his position the
editorship of the '.' Agricultural Journal'" if
it is re-established. In the absence of the
journal there is no mnedhumt of cominunica-
tion other than correspondence between the
department and the farmers and settlers.

Hon. P. Collier: Does not the ''Primary
Producer" :fill the bill?

11±. JOHNSTON:- rf the Government can-
not afford to publ ish an ''Ag ricultural
111ournal" of their own, they might well con-
sider the advisableness of obtaining one or
two pages of the I'Primary Producer, '-every

wveek. I thank the leader of the Opposition
for the suggestion. However, I hope the
jouirnal will he re-established. As things
are now, every farmer or settler who is ad-
vised, has to be advised separately- by letter;
and 'when another man requires the same
informatio-n, it has to be given by corre-
spondence over again. The journal would..be
filed by the farmers, and thns the advice of
the' experts wonld be available on the f "arm
to be turned up whii required. It seems to
me that the country is not justified in spend-
ing some £967,000 annu ally on the department
while saving £17500. or less per annum by
refusing to publish the jotinal, which.Wbuld
bring the advice of all the departmental'px-.
perts within the road' of every lariner and
every settler once a' week or once a fortnight.
I believe the farmers, wmld be prepared to
pay 5m. or 10s. a year for the journal, and
thus meet its full cost, exactly as they pay
the full cost of everything they receive.

.The HONORARY MINISTER: Last -year
the department issued 8,000 bulletins and
pamphlets, so that the hon. member is not
justified in saying that information is given
just to one individual by letter and is then
lost to the four winds of heaven. What he
lias sa about the journal I will bring under
the notice of the Minister.

Hon. P. Collier: Who is the Ministerl
The HONORARY MINISTER:. Mr. 'Cole-

batch.
Hon. P. Cornier: it does not say so in

t(Ha~nsard.$IY
The H-ONORARY 7VHN14ISTER: I am not

responsible for "Hansard." flowerer, 1
will bring the matter under the notice of
the Minister. Possibly it wvill he found
better to publish the information in the
form of a. journal than to issue so many

Mrlei. UNDERWOOD: the Minister baa
told us that the experts have to get thei
information froma the farmers. Then the
mnember for Williamns-Warrogia wants the
experts to put that information into a ',our-
nal and send it back to the farmers. I think
that beforfe spending any considerable sum,
of money on this business we m it appoint
a Royal Commission to go into it! The idea
of publishing for the benefit of farmers a
Journal containing ihfotniationl from 'the
fuarmners, does. not. seem, to be very useful.

Iteiu, Mesnsengers, £C129: -

Mfr. LUTEY: This'i seems a very "-stafl
sum. for three miessengers. 'Are 'uniforms pro-
vided foi those ]ads?- -7''
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The HONORARY , ,NISTER:- Those
messengers are little boys- just from school.

Hon. P. Collier: Rising experts!
The HONORZARY MI\NISTER:. Their

work is not arduous. They wear no uni-
forms. They are pretty well paid for their
services.

Item, Garetaker, £144:
Mr. JONES: Apparently this man is be-

ing horribly sweated. Does the officer get
any other enioluinentl

The HONORARY MINISTER: This is
a 'very old servant. Hle lives on the premses.
He has quarters and firing and light. Con-
sidering thec duties lie has to perform, he is
pretty -well raid.

Nir, JON17S lie has been on fthat salary
for some years past, whereas everybodly else
has hid a r-ise. 1 ask the Minister to con-
sider whether lie could not give this officer a
small increase in salary.

Item, Chief finspector of Rabbits, £E528:

Mr. JOl-UNSTON: What policy do the
Government intend to pursue in respect of
rabbit trapping? Are we to continue to
prevent the trapping of rabbits as mucb as
possible, and allow the metropolitan com-
munity to import part of our rabit supplies
fromn South Australia? To the best of my
belief we hare more rabbits than has South
Australia. Again on last year's Estimates
was an amount al £3,711 for the eradication
of rabbits on abandoned farm&ls That item
has been cut out.

The Honorary Minister: You 'will find it
under itemn No. 104.

Item, Irrigation Expert, £F456:
Mr, SMITH: The Minister touched very

lightly on irrigation. He should give us a
little more information on the subject. We
are spending a fair amount of money on irri-
gation officers' salaries and in other ways,
The only extensive irrigation work carried
out by the Government is that at Harvey,
where they have completely ruined the or-
chards by installing a wrong system.

The Minister for Works: They have done
nothing of the sort

Mr. SM,1IH: Well, they have ruined the
orebards, at any rate. If any orchardist at
Harvey is asked whether his orchard has been
ruined by the Government-

HRon. P. Coler: Hle will say yes, because
the orchardists are refusing to pay their
rates.

Mr. SMI1TH: Quite right too. The sys-
tem n-as forced on them and, in my opinion,
they ought to bring an action against the
Gtovernmzent for having ruined their or-
chards. However, T should like to know the
policy of the Government in this respect.

Mr. Munsie: Why, do you want to estab-
lish schemes elsewhere for the ruination of
more orchards!

The HONORARY MINISTER: We have
Mr. Scott and h1is assistant. Those two offi-
cers have been 'kept eexeedingly busy during
the last three years, not so much on big
schemes as on giving individual farmers prac-

tical advic. They hare snrotl the soldiers
alone many thousands of pounds. Soldiers
on certain blocks wanted to go in for an ex-
pensive scheme with pipes, but Mr. Scott
went down and showed them that it could be
(lone by contour channels, thus saving the
price of the pipes and their laying. In my
opinion those two officers have worked harder
than any other two men in the service. They
have given a great deal of satisfaction to all
with whom they dare. come into contact-
Certainly they have saved the farmers many
thousand% of pounds.

The IUINISTER FOR WORIKS: The
nenlier for North Perth referred to the

Harvey irrigation scheme. Let -me say in
nm:-u-er to his charge that there are more ap-
plicants for -water down ehci-e thanl we canl
supiply,

lion. P-. Collier: I am glad to hear that,
because it was our Government who installed
the Scheme.

The 'MINISTER. FOR WORKS: As for
the scheme having been forced on the district,
the hon. member is misinformed. He is quite
wrong. His bringing of it forward in this
wey is done merely with the idea of embar-
rassing the Government. The han, member
gets up and taks a lot of claptrap merely
with the purpose of catching a little popu-
larity, but the statement he makes is quite
wr ong.

Mr. Smith: At all events I am not stand-
ing for your electorate.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- And if
you were it would net give me much uneasi-
niets. But inside and ontside the Rouse the
bon. member is regarded as a men of eon-
sider-able commercial experience, and there-
fore any words he may utter are likely to
carry weight. Seeing that certain action is
pending, for him to stand up here and say
that the Government have ruined the or-
chards at Harvey is certainly not diplomatic.
The latest report we have from Harvey shows
that they want more water than the scheme
can supply and, in consequence, the scheme
will hae to he enlarged. The mistake, if
any, made at Harvey was that the orchards
were laid out before the irrigation scheme.
was put down. It is undulating country and
the water passes over the higher land and
gets into the lower laud which is not draine-
It is idle for the hon. member to make suck
statements and give himself and the Govern-
iment away in the manner he has done.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I: am pleased the-
Mfinister for Works has corrected the state-
ment made by the member for North Perth.
I should not like it to go forth that the irri-
gation scheme at Harvey, which was installed.
during the time the Labour Government were
in office, had resulteri in ruin to the orchard-
ists.

Mr-. Smith: The water is not intended for
orchard use.

Rqon. p. COTLIER: 1 fancy that allega-
tions, similar to those made by the hon. mem-
ber, 'were mnade some time ago at Harveyr
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when the Minister for Works and some of his
officers wore there.

The Minister for Works: It was all
threshed nut down there.
. -Hon. P.- COLLIER:. I should like the
Minister to inform bon. members what
amount of water rates is outstanding.

The Minister for Works: Do -you not
kn ow?
fHon. P. COLLIER: I know, It was stated
in Harvey that these all egations were the
reason for the rates not being paid. No doubt
the residents are satisfied with the scheme
now, and will be able to piy their outstand-
ing rates.

Irtemn, Dairy and pig expert, £860:

Mlr, UNDERWOOD: I should like to
knlow why there Lis an increase in this item

- -fromn £8310 -to £;3030. -Wiit wttorli
nficer do? We could scarcely expect a man
worth his salt to work for £360 a year. Pos-
sihly lie is a man who failed at the business
himself and now thiks he can teach others.

Ifa man were anl expert at dairying and pig
raising he should, by following that a~voca-
Mion,, be able to make considerable more than
this sum.

-The HONORARY MINISTER: The name
of this officer is Hampshire. He was em-
ployed for portion of last year, and this
year is being provided for throughout the
12 months. He is an excellent officer and
has dlone good work in regard to better fac-
tories. He is highly spoken of. The Stats
butter production, this year is 2%2 million
lbs., and no doubt this officer had something
to do with -that.

Item, Officer, i charge fruit industries,
£384.:

Mr. PICKERING. What are the ditties
of this officer? The salary appears to be ex-
tremely smalL We may take this as en in-
dication of the relative value the department
placos on the South-West as compared with
the ,wheat - belt, the Commissioner for which
receives £756 a year.. The Governmneut are
always sain that the future of the State
lies in the ' development of the South-Wet
and Yet oni the Estimates the earnestness of
thle Government is dissipated by the amounts
shown as being paid to officers employed
there. There shouild he a suecial officer set
apart for the development of the South-West
to make it ready for the immigrants that arc
coming herb-

The Honorary Minister: I do not see
what immigration has to do with this item.

Mr. Munsie: 'You will see from the foot-
note that this officer also receives £500 a
year for another position.

Mr; PICKERING: I hope the Government
will do something to specially recognise the
importance of the South-We~st. s

item, Experimentalist and science masiter,
Narrogin School of Agriculture, £180:

Mr. JOHNSTON: This officer has a high
sounding title andi yet only receives f180 a
year. lie is in charge of 44 boys and hin-

di -eds of different, -wheat plots. Last year
his salary was included in the farmi wages.
This year he' gets a special title, but ap-
parently his salary is reduced.

The HONORARY MINISTER% I have
not much information about this officer ex-
cept that he was employedI during the latter
portion of last year, and was paid from the'-
wages; item. T wrill make inquiries and in-
formn the hon. member.

Item, Incidentals, £6,300:
Mr. SMITH: I should like an explanation

as to thle large increase in this -item from -
£4,208 last year. It -will be remembered that
the House carried this resolution on the 12th
Nlovemnber last-

That the Housec is of opinion that the
Tycnaurer ,.whail: .prsentiiig his Aitnae
ina future should separate departmental ex-
PieuditrL~ onl rnt, postage, and telegram;,
stationery, pr~ntingj travelling, and motor-
(,are, andi specify- saume as items.

It is due to the Comnmittee that the Ministeir
should. give sonic explanatiow particularly-
in view of the fact that there has been such
an increase in the vote.

Thle HONORAR-Y MINISTER.: The item.-
covers the whole of the administration ex-.
lenses of the departmnt, hut 'not salaries.
The increasedl provision is necessary to per-
tilt of the large staf of experts to travel
about the country to, exercise the functions of -

their variouis off ces. Thu policy of the de-
partment is to keep the e-,Verts outside -
instead of in the officpe, where they do not do
muceh good. The dairy expert is provided
with a mnotor car, and railway fares have-
been increased by f20a, owingt to tickets'
having -to be taken out- instead of -passes. as -
before.

Mr. SMITH: I am. not satisfied with the-
Minister Is explanation. The resolution earl--
ried last year stated definitely that the items-
badl to be specified, andi thlis is the only
department that has not carried out the in-
structi on. The Commnittee. should 'not ttecept
the explanation of the Minister; it is a very-
lame one, to say the least of it.

Mr. ANGELO: We find that there is an
increase in the vote of £;1,300, and thit no
particulars are given. The Honorary 141w-
laiter has not been treated -fairly by the Min-
ister in charge of the department. We have
had very little information sup plied, and the-
division should be postponed for further con-
sideration until we get that information from
the Minister. I ha ,ve already stated, and I-
repealt it, that it is ak mistake to have a'
statutory MT~inister in another H4ouse. I wilt
support the member for North Perthr if he
Moves a3 reduction in thle rote.

Mr. MUJNSLE: If tile Honorary 'Minis-
ter bas. no further information to give us
he might say so. I would like to know how
it is intendled to spend the E5.000, and how
much of it is intended for travelling expenses.
HEe 'Might also tell us the reason for the in-
creased cost of the tickets, that were pur-1I'
chased. ,-
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The Honorary Minister: That accounts
for £200.

Mr. lfUNSIE: Then what about the re-
maining £.5,100?

The Honorary Minister: I -have told you
about the motor car. .

Mdr. MUNSIE: How much has been spent
on motor ears? There is an itemu in the list
''motor car hie"and another "sundry
stores and repairs" How much has been
spent in cleaning and other charges? If the
Minister has not the information -he, should
get it. .. .
*The HONORARY MINISTEIR: The Comn-

mnittee have been given all the information 1
have. I have pointed out where the in-
creases have oceuired. TPhe desire of the
department. is to keep the experts out in-
stead of having them hanging About Perth.
A-m6tor ear has been provided for the dairy
-expert, while other ears are provided for, the
other experts. The days of horses and traps
have-gone. - Travelling by such means is cer-
tainly -not in the -interests of the depart-
ment. I regret I cannot give lion. mein-
ho~rs detail.

Mr. ZHNSTON: Very little considera-
tion~has- been given to the motion which was
passed by the Houise last year. The mem-
boX for North Perth has acted -wisely ini
directing attentioin to this matter. 'the
Premier made a clear and unreserved pro-
mise that when the Estimates were pro-'
sented again, the details, as. stipulated in
the* resol'~ion which, was cearried, would be
given.'

The Minister for Works: That has been
d&6e in' m~st eages.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That may be so 'in the
Act Vftmeint controlled by the Minister for
Works.' His department always sets an' ex-
:arnple to the others in the service. While
I was speaking on the resolution passed last

:yeaor, the Premier said, "I have already
promised that detailed information 'will be'
!given next year;'' ,I replied that the pro-'
misc wouldf ni_ et the wishes of lion. main-
bhers and that further comment was . there-
fore unnecessary.

The MILNISTER FOR WORKS: If ho".
members will turn to page 29 they will findl
that vindei the heading of ''Contingencies''
'what the Premier promised to do has been
,carried out. If they turn1 to page 3.5, under
-the beading, of ''Minister for Lands' ' it
'will be found that the same t6ing has been
-done there.

Mr. Smith: We. are not complaining about
'those departments.

The MINISTER FOR 'WQRKS: Under
-the heading of "olonial Troasurer " 'the
instruictioni has also 'been drried out. In-
regard to the Department of Agriculture,
'however, the matter has apparently been

Mr. Smith:-Tli j have ignored 'the instrue'
-tions of the flous e. .

tAhe >T IMSER OR W6RKs:' PeAld'
-arv,,pt., fo ma1{. mistake.s 4 tppirs.. If

h~in;, meiers xwfll 1o4k tbr~opgh tl~eEs--

niates, they will see that the nndertaking.of
the Premier has been carried out in every
instance except this one. That shows that
the wishes of the House have not been de-
liberately ignored as some hon. members
'would have the Committee believe.

Mr. ANGELO: I have no intention of
'allowing the item to go through without a
protest. If the Minister will agree to ad-
jonrut the further consideration of the divi-
wion I wil he content. If he is not prepared
to do that, I. shall move an amendment. At
any rate I will move an amendment, but 1
will *ithdraw it' if the undertaking I de-
sire is given by the inister. I move-

That the item be reduced by £1,300.

The MINISTER FOR -WORKS: I ana
certain the member for GascoyAc and, 'the
member for lNhrth Perth have no desire to
embarrass the Government in connectioin'
with this matter.

Mr. Angelo: We only want information.
The MIITER FOR WORKS: But as 1

have pointed out already, this is the only
department which 'has failed to supply the
information.

Mi.Angelo: That makes us suspicions;
there may be something to hide.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is-one
ot those things that must have slipped
.through carelessly.

Mr. Muiisie: What is wrong with post-
ponting the further consideration of the
division until we get the information?

The MWNJSTEE FOR WORKS: We have
hardly made a start with the Estimates, and
it is our 'desire to push 'on. 11t there had
been evidence on the part of other depart-
ments that the resolutioa of the House
passed last year. had been flouted, I could
understand the step which has been taken.
In this ease, however, the omission has
been An accidental one, and no doubt the
Minister will take the proper steps to seei
that a similar thing will not occur -again.

Mr.. Angelo- -And in the meantime the
vote is parsed.

Mr. Smith: I1 cannot trust them.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the

meniber for North Perth cannot trust the
Ministers who are dealing with the matter
now, he will have An opportunity to do so
next session, if the prophecy of -the leader
of the Opposition and his supporters is ear-
ried'out, - of trusting, others.

'Mr. Smith. I did not say I did not trust
the Minister. -I said 'the officers of the de-
partmient.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The offi-
erg of 'the departmelft have either not seen
the resolution referred to or may not have
thought it as important as it really is.

'Mr. Smith: Well; we will teach them.
The MINIStER FOR WORKS: It does

imotavail anything taking an Action like this,
either by -postponing the Estlinates or'- 'eit-
ting out' ki,300 ;Such a course is tbo 'sari-,
ons. ' - '- ,



(12 OCTOBER i920 ]95

Air. Smith: It is not so serious as ignor-
ing-the decision of the House.

The MTNISTER FOR 'WORKS: The mem-
her for North Perthy is like one of those little
terriers who come fromi his country. ,He
hangs on and will not let go.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We' are not
discussing terri - rs.

Th6 MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
there has been no attempt on the part of the
Government to ignore the decision of the
House, ii pfroved by the fact that in every

other department the informiation desired is4
gV.'

Hon. P. Collier: It looks as if this parti-
cuilar Minister had set out to defy the
House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That -is
- not so; of course. - f thhe -leader -of- the Op'

position had had no experience as a Minis-
ter, I could understand him saying that. Hle
has been a Minister and knows that no Mini-
ist-er would attempt to ignore the wishes of
the House in this way.

Hon. P. Colli& r- There arc some, you
know:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hnow
some are: autocratic, but it is not our ex-
perience in this House.

Mr. TEESDALE: If we were not so close
to anl elei'tion there would be nothing of this
sort going on. It is altogether small and
trivial. There are innay items to be dealt
with and if we spread this ambunt; over
over a number of them, it will work out- at
about £10 each. I do not understand how-
hon. members can waste their time over such
a trivial matter as this. It is nothing more

-nor less than an attemrpt to. stay the progress
of the Houfse over a paltry matter thiat is not
worth the time lost.

'Mr. ANGELO: I agree that there may be
20 items over which this £1,300 may be-
spread, but the fact remains that one item
may take up most of Nthanmoalt. -How are
we to know that there is not some ,particular
item involved in this amountV

'Mr. Teesdale: Perhaps somebody got a
motor car oat of it
- Mr. ANGELO: Unless we get the inforim.-
tion, :t contend that the Committee has not
got a fair deal.

Amendment put anid negatived.

Mr. SMITH: I have -not done with this
item yet. The idea of the Minister 'for
Works is to gloss over the item, saying that
it is perhaps a mistake on the part of some-
one~ in the department. I believe that if an
officer in the Minister's department at-,
tenipteilto do such a thing as this, ignoring
the desire of the House, he would be sent
about his business. It might perhaps be un-
wise to reduce this item by the amount of
£1,300. but I wish to protest against the
resolution'. qf 'the House being flouted. I in-
tend to move that the discussion of this item
be postponed until this information is sup-
plied tb us.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not move in that direction. He can move
to postponet the consideration of 'the item
until the end of the Estimates so that the-
Minister may have an opportunity of supply-
ing the information.

Mr. SMITH: I move-

That the further consideration of this'
item be postponed.
The PREMIER: If the hon. member-

wishes to have the information I have no de-
sire to keep it from 'him. I have no objea-
tion to the information being obtained. I
should have seen that the information was
supplied on this occasion, but it escaped my
notice. It is supplied in every other ease
and, in fact, we have been at considerable

- pafflsto supply particulars With all the in-
formation that members asked for last year..
A great deal of information is contained in
these Estimates and the leader of the Oppo-
sition need hardly ask for the public ac-
counts; for he can tell from these Estimates.-
what was spent. last year.-

Hon. P. Collier: They are a decided im-
provement. I

The PREMIER: I1 do not think -Estimates
were ever presented in better form.

Mr. Munsie: You have reverted back to-
the old form.-

The PREMIER: It is'a better form. The-
officers endeavoured to meet the wishes of
the House and not only read "Hansard''
but interviewed at least one member who-
was much concerned about the Estimates, in
order to meet full y the wishes of members of-
this Chamber. --

Mr. Smith: You promised this i49ripation-
would be available. It is a simple matter.

The PREMIER: I have no objection to-
postponing consideration -of this item. I
will produce photographs of alt the items-
dealt -with if it will please- -the hon. member.
I do, not know if the information that the
hon. memaber ' is so anxious tq- secure will
influence -a single vote. -I did promise to
give this information and I have no objec-
tion to the postponement in order that the
member for North Perth may have ill tha -

information that he desires.
Motion put -and passed.
Item, State farms, Merredin, £2,073:-
Mr. HARRISON: Regarding the Mer-

redun State farm, requests -were made by -

a couple of road boards that facilities should.
be given to the young farmers' in the-
district to . have the benefit of the -
lectures shniir to those in other ceintres.'
I -desire.- to know whether any 'piovisioa
has been made to carry out their wishes for-
next season. I notice 'that there iq an1in
crease of £25 on this vote and I would like-
to know what the expenditure Jis for. .

The HONORARY MINISTER : -Fort-

nightly classes arc bpins continued and the-
results for list year were Very satisfactory.
.Certain re-ariangements" hav been 'mVade'
which it ii anticipated 'the e xtra' 925'-
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will cover. This small increase is absolutely
necessary.
- Item, Rabbit and other vermin eradication
and upkeep of rabbit-proof fence, including
wvages, £e29,632:

Mr. PICKERING: I should like some in-
formation on this item. Last year there
was provision for somie £3,000 for the lay-
lug of poison baits on Crown ]and and so on.

The Premier: That was from the Agri-
cultural Bank last yvar.

Mr. PICKERInJG: Has any provision
been madeo for assistance regarding the cap-
ture of dingoest

The HONORARY MINISTER: So far as
dingoes are concerned, they are dealt with
uinder a different system. There is a sub-
s1dy provided by the Government for the (Ie-
struction of the pest. Last year' the Gov-
ernment carried out work departmentally
and had about 60 poison carts operating.
These hare been non' reduced to 14 under
the new system.

Mr. Pickering: What has become of the
balance?

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: They have
been transferred to the vermin boards which
hare been set up and this amiount baas been
reduced aucortlingly. The provision this
year wrill enable 210 ('arts to be employed at
work for six mnonths. The increased cost
for materials, etc., baa affected the position
regarding fencing.

Air. LUTTLr: This year 9,000 scalps were
paid for. I have reason to believe that it
is only the scalp and the strip right down
the back to the tail that is sent to the
department. I have received complaints
that the rest of the hides have been burned.
They are rather valuable skins and I want
to know whether people are being indnced
to sendt the whole skin along to the de0part-
ment.

The 'HONORARY MIfNISTER: The ma-
jority of these dlingoes are poisoned and con-
sequently the skin is destroyed, before being
found, by deccinposition. in other eages,
men secure the skin and get upi to V~s. fno
it, in addition to the subsitly obtaino-l
through the department.

Item, Flax industry, £C50:
Mr. TEESDALE: I think £50 a paltry

sumn to provide for establishing the flax in-
dustry in this State. While in England I
took considerable interest in this subject,
and visited experimental farms there and in
Irelatnd 'where flax was being grown; and
I may add that I paid my own expenses,
flax crops were grown in England for the
first time during the war, and they proved
of great vnlne to the 'British Government at
a time when flax was very difficult to ob-
tain. it was found that flax could he
grown successfully on soils which had provedf
Flnuintable for other crops. At the close of
the war flax mills erecteid by the Govern-
ment for the preparation of fibre were taken
over b the farmers who had supplied the
preen flax to the mills. The farmers formed
themnselves into syndicates to purchase the
factories, and they are now treating their

own flax. I vYent very icarefully into the
figures of a company called the Wessex Flax
Comipany Ltd., in Ireland, whose share-
holders are principally smnall men. The comn-
'cr receive as much as £6(00 per ton for

their fibre after treatment. The whale pro'-
net of a flax crop is saleable. The stalk

brings from £16 to £20 per ton, finding a
ready sale as feed for stock. The Wessex
1-' a% Comipany obtained a record price for
tlheir product; mand T had the pleasure of
discussing the industry wvith their expert.
ie assured ale that flax growing hnd corn-
pletely transformed the prospects of farmning
in that neighbourhood, and that farmers who
previously had teen ini comparatively poor
circumstances were now, thanks to flax
growing, approachag afiluence. I obtained
a quantity of flax seed at Hrome, after satis-
fying myself that it was seed suitable for
'Western Australia. I also made inquiries as
ti the soil oil which the flax is grown at
Homne, and several 'Western Austrlians5 Who
were in London at the time, and with whom
1 compared notes, agreed with nie that a
large area of land in this State should be
'r-uble lor flax growinir. I iiree that the

o rvernmeut should undertake experimients,
b ichi would involve no gTreat expense, as to

'iinether the flax-growing industry can ha&
erfabliabed I-ore. No very great skill is re-
Cruired, and the cultivation of fLX i's mnen-

onaive. I believe three crops a year are
obtained from Somersetshire lands, and pos-
sibly the same results might be secured here.
The Wessex Company assuire. me that they,
arc prepared to handle the whole of our pro-
duct and to secure us the highest price for
the quality of flax that we may supply. Out
of the dozen applicants whom I fnrnihhed
with small parcels of flax seed, not one has
yet' replied stating what results he has ob-
tained. I w ouldl he very pleased if the Agri-
cultural Department would follow up my
huimble efforts in this connection by obtain-
ing another consignment of flax aced and
gpiving the matter the necessary publicity.

The HON2ORARY MINISTER:- The
iaount of £E50 in this item is simply for

"istributing flax seed. There have been
-valtrials of growing flax in this State.

MVany years ago it was gtown in the Warren
district, and lately trials hare been made at
Northam, where the fibre produced has
proved excellent. On the Chapman experi-
mental farm a certain area% baa been planted
with flax seed, in an endfeavour to obtain
absolutely clean seed for distribution. The
last lot of seed, which was obtaiied from
the Commonwealth, was very weedy arid
eonsequnently gave a great deal of trouble
in the cultivation of the crop. I appreciate
all that ls been said by the member for
Roebourne.

Item, Earienees of Committee of Investi-
gation of Mortality amongst Sheep, £,50:.

Xr. HARRISON: What was the ultimate
result of this comnmittee's investigationsT

The HONORARY MIfNISTER: One miem-
ber of the committee, Professor flakin, has
visited England and the Continent in pur-
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suanee: of the tonunittee 'a investigations,
end he bas furnished a report. This suma 0±
£5Q is for, the, purpose of meeting the cost
of further investigations. The results so
fa~r are. somewhat indefinite.

Item, Herd testing, £E200:
Mr. HARRISON: What is the reason for

the increase of £116 in this item? Do the.
Government intend to test cattle for- in di-
'vid-ual farmersy

;The HONORRY MINISTER: The money
will be expended in tes-ting dairy herds under
regulations adopted by the department. -Cer-
taint fees are recoverable for this work, but
they are insufficient to pay the full cost, It

-is also intended to provide £50 to pay sub-
sidies on a pound for pound basis to herd

-testing asso ciations, the formation -of which --
has been assisted and promoted as far &s
possihie for some little time.

Mr ., -Pickering: To what extent do you give
thle pound for pound subsidyt

The HONORARY MINISTER: Not a very
large amount is involved. I have alluded
to the great work that herd testing is doing
towards advancing the dairying industry in
this State.

Item, Experimental -plots in South-West,
£200:

Mr. PICKERING: 'it seems to me that
£200 is not going to do very much work in
this connection.

Mr. M4unsie:- Only £33 was spent last year.
Mr. PICKERING: That shows how the

matter hats been neglected. Experimental
plots in tBe South-West, to be of any value,
must be of a fairly large size.

The Minister f or Works: They arc a fair
size.

Mr.- PICKERING: Of what size are the
experimental plots here. referred to?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The ex-
perimental plots in question are on estab-
lished farms. A certain acreage is smet
aside on a farm for the purpose of con-
ducting experiments, and the farmer carries
out the experiments under the direction of
an inspector of the Agricultural Department.
These small experimental plots are working
very ad-vantageously to the interests, of
orchardists asnd agriculturists generally-tar
better than experiments conducted on one
big farm, as by having numerous small plots
one obtains different varieties of soil and
climate.

Mr. PICKERING: It would be well if
the policy of experimental plots were ox-
tended to parts of the Stats that are not yet
settled. We know that the Premier has
under consideration the settlement of large
areas in the South-West which have -not yet
been tested for agriculture- Before those
areas are settled by immigrants or other-
wise, it would be advisable to open- up ex-
perimental farms of a considerable area on
them. The effect would be to prevent Seri-
ous losses being occasioned to new settlers,
and especially to immigrant;, because of
their inexperience Of that Country.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It has
been done already in several districts, some
of'them in the hon, member 's electorate.

Item, Tobacco industry, £50:
Xr. TEESDALE: I should like- to 'heazr

from the Minister what it is intended to do
this year. The present price of tobacco ren-

- ders it advisable for the Government to give
the industry every possible assistance. 'We
have soils suitable for tobacco culture. I
saw a successful experithental crop. in
Devonshire. in rainfall very similar to that
of our South-West. Something should be
dose to retain the enormous amount of money
sent out of the State annually to support
American tobacco growers. If the Govern-
ment ha-ye no -seed of their own, I will
readily- -supply them with all grades of fret -
class seed which I brought from Ireland.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Owing to
the la-rgely increased value of tobacco, there
should be a ifield for its cultivation in West-
ern Australia. Seed has been obtained and
distributed. It is pro~posed to continue in
the direction of advising and assisting any-
one who is prepared to try the experiment:
ER some eases satisfactory results have been
Obtained from practical experiments.

'Vote (with the exception of Item 82)-
put and passed.

11 epartmu ct of Public Works and Build-
irngs (Hon. W. J. George, Minister).

Vote-Public Works and Buildings,
£116,463.

The MINISTER. FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
S. George-Murray-Wellington) E9,502: The
total expenditure last year under the heading
of Public Works and Buildingo was £439,241
made up as follows--Loan, £27-1,228, revenue
£11I6,488, trust £E51,52,8r total £49,2,44. In
addition to this expenditure from votes
the departmeut expended £5,584 -which
was charged against the votes of other
departments; Also for the Commonwealth
Government we expanded- £54,392 and for the
wheat marketing scheme and other items we
expended £8,740. Thus the total expoaditure
of the department for last year was a little
Over half a million. On the revenue Esti-
mates of last year the detailed items of works
showed an estimated expenditure of £9114,448
pins £10,000 in salaries, or £124,448. We ex-
pected that on the 30th Jute, 1920, there
would be an under draft on account of works
not being completed of £E9,448, but the actual
expenditure including salaries was £116,448,
which was £1,488 in excess of the amount
voted. Part of this was in. consequence of-
extra amounts being paid in wages in con-
nection with the railway award delivered in
November last; also in connection with the
visit of the Prince of Wales heavy expendi-
ture had to be undertaken at Government
House. A sum of £1,000 was voted f or the
purpose but to the end of June we ex-
pended £ 2,876. On the pr~sent year's
Estimatis if we are able to complete all
the works, listed by the 3Oth Juno
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next, the expenditure will total £130,-
178 including salaries. "We are asking
for a vote of £1-16,458. In regard to salaries
after allowing for the sUM of £2,676, the
amount advanced to officers in resp&t Of the
strike period, the sum of £57,148 is required
for the current financial 'year as against
£56,291 spent during the previous 12 months.
This increase is represented by statutory in-
creases to officers up to £324: pending classi-
fication. Only £11,463 has been charged
against public works revenue item's generally
for the current financial year, as against
£141,09 spent last year. The small increase~
is not accounted for by increases in salaries
of officers drawing up to £324, but a charge
against revenue Estimates was decreased
owing to heavier expenditure on Government
Property Trust and on Loan items generally,
including goldfields water supply. As against
the £11,463 salaries proportioned 'to the pub-
lie works section of the Estimates and the
£3,250 set down. for incidentals, it is antici-
pated we shall receive recoups by way of
commission from other sources to the extent
of £E5,500, the amount actually received last
year having been £6,828. On page 67 of the
Estlimatus will be fouhid a foot note showing
that we received last year commission for ser-
vices rendered to the Commonwealth £3,071,
-from the wheat marketing scheme £241, and
for other items £1,447, or a total of £E4,759.
That money cannot be credited direct as it
has to be paid to consolidated revenue and
accounted thereby; but it -will show hon.
members that the utility of the department
enables it not only to do the work of the
State but also to earn a very appreciable
sum in connection with work for the Coin
monwealth. I sant pleased to say that all our
offic-ers who, havring gone to the Front, lived
through the war, have returned to us except
one, Mr. Keniny of- the Goldfields Water
Supply Department, Perth. There have been
some slight changes during the year in the
different departments. Assistant en-
gineer Hickson was retired, Mr. Oldham -was
retired and a cadet engineer was put on.
Some draftsmen have been transferred from
one d6partmniet to another. The changes
were Pr-nctically minor and in the ordinary
course of bushiuesst Hon. members are i in-
teresteri in the question of agricultural halls.
Of course it is well known to members that
since the outbreak of war the subsidies in
favour of those buildings have been with.
drawn. Last year the Committee were good
enough to pass an itemn of £1I,000 to enable
Some pre-war promise to be kept. This -year
hon. members will find an item for a similar
amount to enable us to redeem a few more
promises. Eventually, when the revenue be-
comnes more buoyant, 1I hope we shall be able
to keep faith by meeting all the applications
for agricultural halls, applications which I
may say have been duly registered by the
department in priority of receipt. During
the last 25 years grants for agricultural
halls, of which we have 192, have agkgregaed
£41,203; for mechanics' institutes, of which

we have 71, £E29,964, and for miners' insti-
tutes, of which we have 57, £20,206. The.
average amount granted has been as follows:
Agricultural halls £214, mnechaics' institutes-
£422, miners' institutes £854. Taking the-
total of these institutions, namely 320, the-
average payment has been £285, which I
think represents an expenditure no one could
cavil at. Out in the back blocks, unless there-
is Some place where people can meet for a,
little social life, existence would be very hard
indeed. Hon. members will find on the Esti-
mates that with the exception of £80,000 pro-
vided for roads and bridges, aUl other items-
are for ordinary necessary services required
for the maintenance of existing buildings,
jetties, roads and bridges. One heavy item
of expenditure which is continually growing
as the years go on is that of maintenance of
public buildings. We have all over the State
police stations, schools, courts of justice,
various stores and all manner -of buildings.
and, owing to financial trouble which has
come upon us during the lest few year;, the,
maintenance of those buildings has been alt-
lowed to go back. Now we are attempting to
bring it up to date, taking the worst eases.
and doing the best we can to restore them.
We know that unless wooden buildings and
the woodwork in 'other buildings in
Western Australia are regularly and
properly painted, the climate is such that it
causes them very rapidly to perish. The-
offcers of the department and I have been
much concerned to know that, although re-
pairs have been essential, the means for mak-
ing them hare not been forthcoming, when:
our judgment and experience have told us
that such repairs should 'have been effected.
We made a beginning last year, however, and
are continuing the -work. No matter' what
Government is in power the department will
have to keep that work going A sum of £2,000
is s~t down for rent f or office accommodation.
Last year if was pointed out that effortsr
were being made as far as possible to have
the various departments of State in Perth
under Government roofs. We were paying
something like £4,000 -a year in Perth for
buildings in which the utilities of Government
were domiciled. A determined effort was.
made to see if this sum could not be saved,
and it has been saved. The Government
had been paying out annually in rent
for the Agricultural Bank £1,994, for the Edu-
cation Department a sum of £60 for the
renting of Mr. Morgans'I house in St. George's
terrace, and another- sum for the Public
Service Commissioner in Surrey Chambers,
etc., a total of £4,000, but to-day we are
not spending a single penny on that account.
I hare a list here showing how the £E2,000
that we arc paying on this account is made
tip. The bulk of it is for schools such as
the Onslow, Busselton, Lion Mill schools, afd
ethers. Ideed, there is hardly a part of
the State where such small amounts as £,20
or £30 are not being paid for schools in
this way. At Millar 's timber mills there
are seven schools. For these we are paying
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£194 a year for sent. The sums vary fromn
£Z18 to £45 and are quite reasonable.
There 'is also a certain outlay in con-
nection with water supply rentals, such
as a sum of £13 at Blridgetown. The Police
Department have to spend in rentals small
stuns at Port Iffedland, Wiluna, Northanip-
ton, and otber places. The Charities De-
-partment are paying other small items for
-rentals. All these amount to the £2,000
mentioned. Altogether there are 59 items in
connection with schools making up this £2,000
and 16 for sundry purposes. 'There is an

*item for insurance on public buildings, £1,300,
being an increase of £E25. This amount re-
presents payment to the Treasury insurance
fund of one per cent. on the capital value of

- public buiidings. I nam pleased, to say there-
is a, reserve of between £640,000 and £E50,000
in the Treasury on this account. -There is
an itemn for incidentals, £3,260, an increase
of, £7. The details are given in the Esti-
mates, as fully as T think the member for
North Perth would desire. This is item 17.
There Js ain item for extra remuneration,

Z0,an incrpase -of £44. This expenditure
many be considered unusually large.. The
reason for it was the temporary transfer of
the Under Secretary as one of the Commis-
sioners appointed to classify the service.
This will rectify itself during the year, as
Mr. Munt has now been permanently Ap-
pointed to deal with labour questions.

Hon. P. Collier: Ts ihis a permanent ap-
pointmnt?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Ron. P. Collier: It wilt not 'fully occuipy

Mir. Mer1it's time.
The MINISTER FOR. WORKS: 'He has

other things to 'attend to. At present there
is an acting tinder secretary and an acting
tssistant to the tinder secretary, and the, dif-
ference in the salaries, according to the
Public Service -Act," has to be apportioned

*amongst those who are caitying- out the
higher duties. As soon as. -the permanent
appointments are madle this will regulate it-
self -right through.

Mr. Robinson: Is there a seceeay to the
under seretary?

The MINISTER FOP. WORKS: There is
si acating uinder secretary, MT. Lowe. Mr.
Lowe was assistant to the under secretary,
and someone has had to take his place. it will
relieve me very much when the permanent
appointments are made. We have anl in-
crease on the vote -under the Workers'

*compensation Act fuind of £54. The
r~gsson for this is that wages have risen
fairly high as compared with what- they were
when we started, and we desire to
make provision in accordance therewith.
Hon. members who are interested in roads
and bridges, and subsidies to road boards,
will find that we have made a slight increase
here. We are now making provision for
grants to road hoards in connection with
thepir offices. It baa been found that. the
work thrown upon road. boards is increasing
year by year, and the policy of the depart-

nient has been, and is, to induce members of'
road hoards to rise more fully to the respon-
sibilities of their position. It has been
found necessary to provide buildings for
offices, aud we are prepared to assist them
as far as our means will allow. Country
members have been worried about these sub-
sidies. The subsidies Paid to-day are 50
per cent, lower than what they were when
the. war btoko out. Now the war is
over r-oad boards desire to get the full
amnount of these subsidies. The matter has.
been discussed, examined, and reported upon,
and we shall reach finality later in the year,
but not by the time these Estimates are
finished. Ani important point is that the
Treasurer has not got the cash, The main-
tenanlce of various -roads and repairs to.
bridges,' as- well as matters in connection
with harbours and rivers, akcount for an es-
timnated. expendituire of £22,250. Of this.
amount £E13,650 is on account of jetties,
tramnways, etc., inl the North-West. This
portion of Western Australia tis absorbing a
considerable amount Of Money, and is being
truated fairly well as compared with the rest
of the State. There is no doubt that thM-
North-West is a wonderful country, and its
value to this part of Western Australia- is
great. A considertable sum of money has been
spent there, and I am sorry to say that the
expenditure will have to increase each year
upon jetties and wharves.

Mr. Underwood: How is the revenue!

The MNISTER. FOR WORKS: I have-
nothing to do with the reavenue. I nam not
casting ny reflection on that part of the
State. Front now on the expendituire will
havw to be largely increased, because of -the
necessity for keeping' -pp the jetties and
wharves in the North-West. The inroads of
the teredo have been very heavy. We built
a new Jetty at Wyndham in connection with
the mneat works, -and before it was. eomplete&
we. found that some. now piles which. had
been specialty treated had been seriously-
damaged by the teredo. We hays to under-
take an additional expenditure of about
£1.0,000 iu putting concrete -sleeves around
them, and filling uip the gaps with sand
which it is considered will prove an efficient
safeguard against this destructive pest. A.
cert ain sum has beui provided for the dredg-
ing of the Albany harbour, and for the main-
tenance of the channels in the Swan River-
There are variops items in connection with
the departments? such as the Education and
Police Departments. * This monaey is ex-
pended by the Public Works Department*
but the instructions as to how it is spent
and nbere, nd "the accom~hodationl that is
to be given as a result of that expenditure,
are within the control of the departments
concerned." There are nany schools;- and
other buildings, which require repairing
and -maintaining, 'and' the expenditure
on this account till become heavier
each year. T am not complaining about
this, but merely wish to .point out
that this iA a liability which must be in-
curred. Alterations will have to be made
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at the Fremantle gaol, and in connection
with hospitals and charitable institutions,
involving an expenditure of £7,545. The
attual revenue earned by the Public Works
Department last year was £E24,006, made up
of various items, including rents of various
properties owned by the State £10,542, com-
mission received from the Conmmonwealth
£3,071, reimtbursements in aid £:4,000, hire
of plant £1,442, salaries paid through other
departments £2a,557, receipts in connection
with the take Clifton railway £S1,447. This
year it is anticipated that the Public Works
Department will receive from sources suml-
tar to those which ,I have mentioned a total
of £22,470. On referring to page 73 of the
Estimates, hon. members will see that the
total amount of money listed for expeftdi-
tore in connection with the various works
this year is £9118,715; but the amount
asked for in connection with them is
£2105,000, as although we may be able to
put all these works in band it is not ex-
pected that we shall be able to expend more
than the amount 1 have stated, nainkly,
1105,000. I shall be happy to give, as far
as lies in amy pan or, any information that
the Committee may desire.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10.17]: I de-
sire to congratulate the M4inister on his
clear enunciation of the operations of the
Public Works Department, and on the full
particulars which he has supplied. I am
glad to know that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment have recognised the services of the
Architectural Division. I take it that most
of the money -received from the Common-
wealth by th e Public Works Department is
in connection 'with the new General Post
Oiffice end works of that nature, and I
should like to see the salary of the Chief
Arcliitact increased hi- reason of his asso-
elation with those works.

The Minister for Works: We do the Corn-
rnonwealth -work, and we get commission on
all work performed.

Mr. PICKERING: That was what I
understood from what the Minister said. I
take it that the expenses incurred in connec-
tion with Government House during the visit
of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
will to a 'certain extent do0 away with the
renovation and other works that would have
been -required in normal circumstances.

The Minister for Works: To a great de-
gree, yes.

Hon. P. Cornier: Tlierc is an equally large
item d]own for this year: at least, £C2,000 as
against £E2,800 previously.

Mr. PICKERING. I am very. glad to hear
fromn time Minister tbat it is his intention as
son as possible to make provision for assist-
ance with regard to public halls, which are
an essential not only in the agricultural
districts, but at mining centres. and else-
where. This is so more especially in view
of the fact that life in the country at all
times is more or less dull, and therefore it
is only reasonmaie that some sacrifice,- shlould

he made by the people generally for the
benefit flie especially of those who open up
new districts. I know of districts where
the settlers have had to build their own
schools, being unable to seere Government
assistance in that direction. It is up to
the Government to assist settlers in new
areas. As regards roads, I am sure the
Minister sympathises with the desire that a
proper road system should be established
throughout the State, and recognises, as I
do, that there aro certain main arteries in
this country which are impossible to deal
with under the present road hoard system.
I hope the Mfinister will introduce legisla-
tion to amend the system in that direction
at an early date. In the matter of subsi-
dies, T Join with ail road boards in the de-
sire that the Government may as speedily
as possible return to the system of subsidies
which obtained before the war. I do not
know whether I shall be in order in refer-
ring to the question of schools; possibly that
matter should tome up under the Loan Esti-
mates. However, as regard the Busselton
school, my eleetors are now under great
difficulties. These. have been brought nder
the notice of the 'Minister for Education
and of the Premier, but I believe that under
this vote provision has been made for supply-
ing the necessary accommodation.

The Minister for Works: It will come out
of the Sales of Government Property Trust
Account.

Mr. PICKERING: I presume that also
applies to the extension of the Busselton
hospital, which institution is in sore need
of a maternity ward. If there is one thing
which Western Australia needs, it is popa-
lation; and when a town like Busselton is
unable to accommodate maternity cases it is
evident that the State should do something in
that direction at the earliest possible moment.
The doctor and the nurses at the Busselton
hospital are at their wit's end to know what
to do with maternity eases.

Hfon. P. Collier: That should be a matter
for the Health Department.

Mr. PICKERING: Possibly, but I have to
approach thle Minister f or 'Works for as-
sistance in providing the building. The item
of jetties, T understand, comes under an-
other vote. I desire to say a few words on
the maintenance of buildings. The Minister
has already pointed out what a serious itemn
of expense maintenance of buildings will
become to Western Australia. As a result
of the neglect inevitably following in the
train of the war, the bill which this State
-will have to foot will be a very considerable
one indeed. One prominent building which
is a disgrace to this State is that which
accommodates the bend oiffice staff of the
State sawmills. W hen we look at the roof
of that building we see a mass of patches of
different grades of iron of different periods.
If the Mtinister conld find sufficient money to
treat tha~t roof With a coat of red oxide, the
Interests of the State would be served.
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The -Minister for Works: I may be able
to do that.

Mr. PICKERING: I am sorry that no
provision has been made for repairs to the
2lonnybi~ooik court house and gaol. The
Donnybrook court house was, I believe,
original~ly built for one of the golddields
towns. The goldfields town in question
ceased to exist, and the court house was re-
moved to Donnybrook. It now consists
mainly of softwood riddled by white ants,
and unless it is- promptly placed in proper
repair it is likely to fall about the ears of
the resident magistrate. The Minister knows
that the Donnybrook school has been burnt
down, and I hope that in -replying be will
give mae an assurance that a new school is
to he, provided for the district.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [10.2"]
The Minister for Works referred to the iin-
creasing cost of repairs to jetties in the
North-West. Io doing so he was consider-
ate enough to say that he had nothing
against the North -West. I am sure we
North-West members are very pleased to
know that we have not incurred the Min-
ister's enmity. Let me point out that the
expenditure on North-West jetties is to be
£25,000, and that the re-venue expected
from those jetties amounts to £42,000. All
the repairs to Jetties that are being made
in the North-West are being paid for by
the people of the North-West, and the
jetties arc returning a pretty solid profit at
that. The North-West people never come
squealing about wanting things without
paying for them. However, there is a point
If want to make about the continual repairs
of the piles in the North-West jetties. The
Minister has referred to the action of the
teredo. For manny years I have been en-
deavouriag to impress upon the Works De-
partment engineers the necessity for using
reinforced concirete instead of timber for
those jetties. I strongly advocated the use
of concrete in qonnection with the Wynd-
hanm jetty, and practically told not only
the engineers but also the then Minister
that it was utterly useless to put up a
timber jetty at Wyndham: The result has
proved that I knew more than the engineers
at that time. Even now I may tell the Mlin-
ister that 1 an' very doubtful about the
efficacy' of the system which has been
adopted. The initial cost of reinforced eon-
crete would be considerably greater than
that of timber, but a jetty erected of that
material would last practically for ever,
wshereas the shore end of the Wyndham
jetty was eaten out before the sea end was
-finished. I bare at home a piece of a
strut out of that jetty which had been in
the water for 12 months; there is now
practically nothing but the teredo left in
it. It is like a piece of sponge. I want to
impress not merely upon the present Min-
ister for Works, hut upon the Public Works
Department generally, and particularly
upoin this Parliament, that with regard to

North-West jetties the best possible thing
to do is to cut out timber altogether and
use either steel or reinforeed concrete. See -
ing that steel is likely to be considerably
more expensive than concrete, we thus come
back to the fact that the jetties in the
Nor'-West should be constructed of rely-
forced concrete, There is one other ques-
tion regarding the North-West upon which
I desire some information. It is about the
engineer for the North-West. Shortly after
coining into office the Scaddan Government
appointed an ofticer to this position. He
was employed upon North-West work
wholly, and there is no shadow of doubt
that that officer did excellent work there
mid for the whole State, saving many thou-
sends of pounds. But since the present
Government and the preceding Government
Caine into office-or should I say sinace the
Scaddan Government went out--there seems
to be a conti-nual inclination to put other
u-ertr on that officer and take him away
fr-om his Nor '-West workc. At the present
time he has practically finished with his
work. in the Nor'-West; not finished with
it, but he has not the time to do it in.

The Minister for Works: We have another
mian on it.

IMr, UNDERWOOD: You have Mr.
Etutehinson on it.

The Minister for Works: Yes.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: We want to know

who Mr. Hutchinson is. We do not want
ny third-rate officer there. Mr. HRutehin-
son, I suppose, was a sort of gauger under
Mr. Tin dale -who was doing the work. If
the present officer is going to leave his
position we want a first class officer in his
place.

Mr. Teesdale.- 1int we do not want him
to go.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There is ample work
f or him to do. I am speaking in the inter-
ests of eonomy7 for the whole State. A
good engineer in the Nor,-West and one
who devotes the whole of his time to the
wrorks in those parts is, I think, essential.
I said that Mr. Tindale has saved thousands
of pounds, and a good engineer permanently
employed will save quite that amounjt where
a casual nia will lose thousands. I hope
the Minister will take notice of these few
remarks in the interests of public economy.
It is absolute waste to send casual engineers
to do Jobs in the North-West. We want
first class macn with general knowledge,
able to build and repair bridges, sink wells,
repair them, build tram lines, railways, and
innumerable things that we could not get
any, casual man to do. I trust that the
Government will allow the present officer
to continue his work or else keep him down
here permanently and get another fir st class
man for the North-West.

Mr. TEESDA.LE (Roebourne) [10.33]:
1 support the remarks of the member
for Pilbaira regarding the North-West
en gineer, and I hope the Government
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wil hesitate before taking away this
official who has secured a complete
knowledge of North-West requirements as
the result of his many years. of experience
ink those -parts'. So great is his experience
that he Can, to all intents and purposes,- sit
down in his office in Perth and pick out
every culvert, bridge, cros dng and other
public work which we may choose to speak
to hint about, wi -thout moving out of .his
office. An 'engineer like this man is
positively nfecessary for the North-West,
and it would be a crime to -takte him away
from that position. It would take years
before another engineer could gain the ex-
periene~ that Mr. Tindale has to his credit.
It is Important thtat we should have a man
like this with an intimate knowledge of
our -requirements. He has a, tremendous
area to cover and it is a splendid thing to
know that we can go to inuch a man in his
officq. and be sure that 'he is au fait with,
aid knows intimately the locality it is de-
shred. to talk aibout.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [10.35]
Following ont thb remarks of the mew-
,bers for Pilbaka and Roehourne re-
spectively, I would like to refer to the
ainnouneament that a Commissioner for the
North-West is to be appointed. I i onsider
that for n. position like this an engineer isrequired, because the development of the
North-West will depend largely upon
engineering skill. Uf we secure an engineer
with a certain amount of administrative
ability and business capacity he should -fi11
the position well. I think that the gentleman
who has been referred to by the previous
speakers is fully qualified to -fill the position,
and if Mr. Tindale could. be sparecd from the
Public Works Department to take up the
position of Commissioner f or 'the North-
West it woiuld probably prove & great sav-
ing, as tile two positions could boe combined
in the one jappoilntmenlt. Thus, if Mr. Tin-
dale were chosen for the position, he would
have to be -well paid, for it is essential that.
we should have suet a man who knows tho-
routghly the NOrth-Weat as Mr. Tindale does.
I hiope thle M3inistry wrill release Mr. Tiudalle
from, lis present position uand ofter him a1
fair salary to takle up the position of Coin-
missioner for the North-West comibined with
that of engineer for the North-West.

Mr. AMUNSIX (Menzies) [10.381: 1 desire
to have somne infotination, but I aLm at a loss
to know whether I can get it at this stage,
and if not: at which stage Of the Estimates
T can do so. The point I want to have some
information upon deals with the question of.
water supply. A number of headings are
given, but there are no details whatever.
Briefly, whiiat I want to. know is, what is
being done regarding the Axtension of a
water scheme to Hampton Plains.

The MIINISTtE FOR WORKS (Hfon.
W. J1. George-Murray-Wellington-in re-
ply) [10.39]: Thkis is not the place :for

that, but I have 110 Objection to giving it tfr-
the 103n. membher at this stage.

Mr. Munsie: I should like to have inf or-
znlation on the point.

The- AITNESTER FOR WORKS: So far
as the Hampton Plains water supply scheme.
.is concerned, an agreement was entered into-
between the company ana the Coldfields
WVater Supply Department under which 'it,

,was agreed that the pipe line should be laid
to Hampton Plains, a six-inch pipe line-
striking of f from the maij. goid~elds. pips.
It was agreed what die price should be and
what guarantee should be given under agree-
ment, by the Hampton Plains Company.
Ukder that. arrangement a certain amount
was to be repaid by way of a 'water
guarantee. The whole of the detail
-may be seen by members. The pipes..
are being made as rapidly as possible at the
State Implement Works and at Monteath 's
at Subiaco. As the pipes arc made they a .re
scat forward by rail to the depit. I do not-
think anything is being done in connection
with the laying of the pipes at present be-
eause Mir . O'Brien is of the opinion that it
is not well to start laying the pipes until he
tins got at least half the necessary length of
pipes delivered there. I believe the water
will he thqre by the coming summer. There
haa been ntiiing done to hinder the progress
of' the work and there is no desire to hinder
it.. I will givte the hon. member all the in,
:rorniation that I. have at any time. The
wemnber for Sussex spoke about the Donny-
brook sehu~ol.- It cannot tell him anything
shouut that just now, but I will let him hare
the information he desires this w~eek so that
he ma-y tell his constituents that their in-
terests ar~e not being neglected. With regard
ta the more important matters dealt with by
miembers interested in the North-West, I
thought f bad mnade it clear td the member
for Pilbarra that my remarks about eon-
miunu] repairs to jetties were not said in a
disparaging way to the Northi-West. They
irere maide, with the idea of warning the
Ifonss of the continual expense that munst be
Ctailed inI coenection With 'Jetties and.
wharves where timber is used. I quite a~gree
thjat with regard to repairs and reinstate-
newot anti so forth it is duie to the engineers,
and to0 ale as Minister, to see that. whatever
is done is of a lasting character, even though
it nay ha mole expensive ill thq first in-
stance. 'Regarding concrete ifles there-
h as% been considerable discussion aningat
the eue'iieers in the Works Depart-
mrent. I have had then 'in my-i offce
fromn time to time discussing. this very
question,' anti T expect that we shall be
using Lon-retc oiles within 51,4 next 12
monthis. They have been used sneecessfully
in other parts of the world anad there is no. -
reason why we should not try them here. I
do not care about steel structures in silt
water because we know that steel is not
lastine when used in those conditions. With
regard to the sleeres for piles for
the Wyatlbnui jetty, thle engineers are
not doubtful. T was speaking to Mr.
Tindale about this only- within the last
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fortnight and hke is of opinion tint they
"wl e quite successful. The members fo,

Pilbara, O~iscoyne, and Roebourne expressed
'opinions in regard to MrT. Tindale that I was
-very pleased to hear. Mr. Tindakile is, re-
garded by the department. in the same *ay
'as those lion, mnembers regard him, namely,
that he is a man of experience, common
-sens, and initiative. At the present timet.he is' occupying the position of assistan't to
'the Engineer in Chief, and I call assure hon.
diendbers that M1r. Tindalo would not have

'been taken away from his active position as
engineer for the North-West if there had

" been in out department a man available who
could have illed the position Mx. Tidale
nlow occupies. It is a post which requires

<a man with experience in all kinds of en-
S inig, and it should be a stepping-stonec

t ehigher Affce. of engineear in chi whenk
the present occupant retires. I am quite
satisfied that the bon. members who have
spoken 'so well of Mr. Tindale 'would not
stand in his way.

Mr. Underwood: I would not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
has' been 'said about this officer has been

-said, I am sure, because of a genuine and
sincere 'appreciation of his work. We had
th oe to take him away, but before I

wudconsent to him being appointed to
the position he now holds, which is really an
.Advancement, I had to be assured that the
North- West would be properly looked after.
'I have been assured that -Mr. Hutchinson
-will hie directed as to what work should
be done and howv it Mhould be done. 'But
fof that I would not have consented to pice
Mr. Tindale iii the position he 'holds to.'day.

-1 know nothing as to whether he -is likely to
'be, offered' the position of Comi isioner for

-tho North-West, but should that post be
'offered to bin,, hon. members, can rely upon
,' that I shall not stand in the way of Mr.
T'indale s advancement or indeed the ad-
vaneenient of anyone. 'We in the depsortmot

-'.would be sorry indeed to Ibse Mx. tindale
,because hie is one of those rare men 'we 'find
at times who unite high professional experi-
ence and knowledge with common sense.
That is a combination which has made Mr.

-Tindale appreciated in the North-West. Mr.
Hlutchtinson wvill be guided by a mnin who
has a knowledge of the work, and the meom-

- ers of the various North-West electorates
can rest assured that their interests will not
be neglected in any shape or form. It is
satisfactory for me to hear what hon. mem-
bers have to -say about Mr. Tindale and I
shall take the opportunity to-morrow to let
him know. When a an has done good work
and'- that work .has been appreciated, he

-should be made acquainted with the fact.
General debate concluded53 items discussed

-as follow:
Item, Wages of storemen, office -cleaners

and' labourers employed in R.W. offices Perth,
etc., £2,300:

- Mr. JJUTEY: This item shows an increase
-of '£79. Will the Minister state -whether it

refers to an increase, in wages? The details
are Dot given in the item.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
could not very well itemise, this. At the
moment I am not able to say whether the
increase represents an inrease in wages or
in numbers. If'- we were ti itemise this it
would take a couple of sheets of the Esti-
ijuites.

Itemk, Insurance on public buildings, con-
trihution to insurance fund, £1l,300: .

Mr. PICKERING: Is this amount suffi-
cient to cover the inskranic

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Pro-
vision was made on a percentage for the in-
surance of our buildings. The Treasury car-
Ties the risk. At present there is a sumn of
teen £45,0'orifir '£0,000, out of which

thin is provided. That money is out. at in-
terest. Instead o paying premiums to the
insurance companies, we are covering our
own insurance.

Item, Roads and Bridges throughout the
State, £E30,000.

Mr. SMITH: I should like to kow
how much of this is to be spent on roads
and bridges, as distinct 'from travelling ex-
pense ' .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am not
able to give the details, but there are two
road boards auditors, their salaries being
aeproxnnately £300 each. Therefore their
travelling expenses would be 12s. 6d. per day,
and so, say, £1,000 would cover, the amount.

'Item, Maintenance And .Reconstruction
Main Road, Caves, £500:

Air. .PICKERING: This road is not in
gbod repair. I suggest ark alteration of the
system of maintenance. Instead, of having
one foreman driving about the road and do-
ig 110 work himself, it would be better to

have ,two working forenmen who would devote
-all- their time , to the road.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
at Bj~selton three weeks ago 1. was ap-
'prekached on this question by the local au-
thorities. I said I wouild have inquiries made.
The responsible officer has been away, but I
hope to see h 'im this week and find out what
cap he done in this respect.

.Item, Perth Government House and Al-
bany Government House, Incidentals, £2,000:

'Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister has already
explained that last year £:2,876 was spent at
Government House, Perth, in connection
with the visit of the Prince of Wales. This
year it is proposed to spend another £2,000.
What is the reason for this?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of this
£2,,000 sonie 21,200 has been spent in con-
nction with the Fr-inco's visit, making the
total expenditure at Government House in
connection with that visit approximately
£8,500. Wo had to entirely renovate the ball
room and Tepair the ceiling. In. addition it
was niecessary to increase the exits - from the



962 [ASSEMBLY.]

hall room, for we agreed that we could act
risk any accident in the case of a panic.

rtea,, Clarenmont Old Men 's Rome, Reno-
vation, and repairs, £700:

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am glad to know
that the Minister was so caref ul to make
everything comfortable at Government
House, and eliminate all risk of accident.
Hon. mienmbers who have visited the Old
Mfen's Home at Claremont must conclude that
the amount provided here is somewhat nig-
gardly. I do not know of any other public
building where, in the event of fire break-
ig out, there is so frightful a risk of trag-
edy as is to he found at the Old Men's
Home. The verandahs have beeni enclosed
with hessian to provide accommoda-
tion for some 30 beds, with the result
that the side entrance and exits of
the building, and even the windows,
have to remain permanently closed, leaving
but one exit at either end. Strictly speak-
ing, the accommodation at the Old Men's
Home should be discussed on the Health Es-
timates. This item only provides for reno-
vations and repairs. Additional buildings
are required to accommodate at least 200
people. I intend to bring the matter for-
:word at a later stage. The old folks who
have gone to spend the rest of their lives
in this home, have helped to blaze the track ,and should at least have sufficient accommom-
dation and comfort for their reeds. I pro-
pose at a later stage to ask the House to
agree to something more being done for
them.

Item, Woorolee Sanatorium, Renovations
and Repairs, £600.

Mr. MUNSIE: There has been an agita-
tion for seome time for the erection of a re-
creation hall at the Wooroloo Sanatorium.
Certain gentlemen agreect to put up £1,000
if the Government will provide the bal-
ane. Is there any chance of the huilding
being provided in the near futaral

The IffN.ISTER FOR WORKS: Itft a
certainty. AV sum of' Tmny fins been ad-
vaned~ and tlie 'Goveininent wvill advance an-
other. amount. I excpect the matter will very
shortly he finalisedi.

Ttein, Crawley Estate and campingc area,
nmnintenance. wages. anA. minor works, in
eluding road approach, E30.

Hor. P. COLL11R-: List year I brought
up the nuestion of improvements at craw-
Icy.. We are neglecting this part of the
motropolitan area as a holiday resort. The
large Dumber of. camping parties that o
there each sunmmer ard fast destroying the
natural shade that was there. Now is the
tinme for the overnoment to begin planting
trees. This is one of the most popular pic-
nic grounds near Perth. but, if it is to be de-
nuded of shade, it -*ill be lost for that par-
pose.

Mr. Smith: They should also providie sanM-
tarT conveniences andi water.

lon. P. (;OLL[ER: Yes. l~Improvemetnts
of this sort would not cost v3rv much, for
the trees could be obtained front the ov-
ernxeut nursery.

The Premier: We ale arranging to do-
that. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: Nothing has been
done for a year. I hope that when the trees
q-e planted they will be of the variety that
will grow last and give plenty of shade.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In con-
nection with this item and the foreshore of
Perth I. may say that arrangements are now
being made to transfer the control to Mr.
Shapeott, the Secretary to the Premier,
Mr. Shapcott is an enthusiast in matters of'
this sort. Let me add that no encroach-
ment will he permitted, however powerful
the influence brought to bear, on the breath-
ing spaces of the generations yet to come.
As Minister for Works I have the power of:
veto in that connection. Mr. Shapcott Is
undertaking the active work of transform-
ing the hare spaces we have lute something-
mlore cycable and more attractive. Any
assistance that my department can give him
will be rendered.

Mr. ANGELO- Surely Mr. Shapcott has.
m'ore to do than he ean attend to now, and
these places should not be transferred to
his Care.

The Premier: Mr. Shapecott has the assist-
a-mee of a gardener.

Mr. ANGELO: In lava and Singapore
parks and pleasure resorts are placed under
the control of the Tourist Bureau, and the
same course should be followed here, as if
these attractions are neglected the effect
willI be to send our country visitors to the -

Eastern States to spend their money. fI
am glad the leader of the Opposition has.
drawn attention to the matter.-

Vote put and passed.

progress reported.

fRouse ad journedl at 111.15 p.m.
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